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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

Literature contributes in many major parts of people or humans’ 

daily lives. There are many things which are involved in literature that 

make lives more fun and entertaining, for example: by watching drama, 

enjoying stand up comedy, watching mini series. Even there are some 

people who do not realize how much literature influences their daily lives, 

but it is true that literature is able to make people more imaginative and 

joyful. As it is said by Jones E. in Outlines of Literature that “Literature is 

simply another way we can experience the world around us through our 

imagination.” (1968;1) 

Then, literature itself has genres which can be classified into three 

common classes, those are; prose fiction, poetry and drama. As it is cited 

by Jacobs and Roberts in Fiction: An Introduction to Reading and Writing 

2nd Edition (1989:2). 

“We usually classify literature-imaginative literature (excluding 

nonfiction prose)-into the following genres or classes: (1) prose fiction, 

(2) poetry, and (3) drama [...] Prose fiction ornarrative fiction, is in 

prose form and includes novels, short stories, myths, parables, romances, 

and epics.” 
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According to Jacobs and Roberts’s theory earlier, The Call of The 

Wild is categorized as a prose or narrative fiction because this novel 

showed Buck, as the main character of the novel, experienced bitter life as 

a sled dog which had to face many problems both internal and external 

during his journey of being taken from one place to other places. As it is 

mentioned by Jacobs and Roberts in their book, “These works generally 

focus on one or a few major characters who undergo some kind of change 

as they meet other characters or deal with problems or difficulties in their 

lives.” (1989, p. 2) Moreover, the problems or conflicts which Buck has to 

face are so many. 

 In the story, after Buck was kidnapped from his hometown and 

family, he started to experience conflicts with other dogs and men. These 

conflicts were occured because in each place he was taken to was 

completely different from his hometown, which rages and salvations were 

so strong and dominant, for example: right after Buck was kidnapped from 

his master’s house, he was forced to live in Dyea Beach where things were 

so brutal. The men and dogs both fight roughly to live. Buck also 

witnessed the death of a dog right in front of his eyes, which distracted his 

night sleep. From that on, he realized that his life was going to be so 

difficult.  

In the story, Buck which is forced to be a sled dog and slaved by 

men who are so obsessed by gold in Northland, is so interesting. New 

place, new conflict, in which the conflict Buck has to cope is getting 
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harder, complicated and serious. Thus, the great effort of Buck to survive 

in the hostile environments which is so different with his hometown is so 

inspiring yet touching. 

From the above explanations, setting and Buck’s conflict in the 

story are important elements which are used as media to find the theme of 

The Call of The Wild using Formalistic Approach as the most compatible 

approach to analyze the artwork’s intrinsic elements.  

 

1.2 Problem Formulation 

For the purpose of analyzing the setting and main character’s 

conflicts to find the theme of the novel The Call of the Wild, the writer 

formulates the problems which may occur during the the study. Those 

problems are: 

1. What are the primary settings before and after Buck is 

kidnapped in The Call of The Wild? 

2. What are the conflicts that encountered by Buck in The Call of 

The Wild? 

3. What is the theme of The Call of The Wild, derived from the 

setting of the story and Buck’s conflicts? 
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1.3 Objectives of The Study 

 

In order to solve the problems, the writer used some theories and 

methods, therefore the study would be clearly explained and interpreted. 

Those methods and theories were: 

 

1. To find out the settings before and after Buck is kidnapped in 

the novel The Call of The Wild. 

2.  To find out the conflicts that are encountered by Buck in the 

novel The Call of The Wild. 

3. To find out the theme that is derived from settings and Buck’s 

conflicts in novel The Call of The Wild. 

 

1.4 Scope of the Study 

This study focused on three elements of fiction, those are settings 

(physical locale and the climatic condition), conflicts (both external and 

internal) and theme. Formalistic approach is used for analyzing the 

settings and conflicts found in the novel in which there are some clues 

found to find the theme of the novel The Call of The Wild. These three 

elements are highly related to Buck as the main character of this novel. 
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1.5 Significance of The Study 

The writer hopes that the story of Buck may become an inspiration 

for humans to be brave, on fulfilling the deepest desires. Just like Buck 

which could be so passionate of being free from slavery and heeded the 

call from the wild as the leader of a wolf pack. To be such a great leader, 

he had to experience uncountable bitter and painful experiences which 

made him stronger and tougher. Then, from that strong spirit of Buck 

shows that the great achievements will not be afforded easily. 

By knowing the theme of the story, the writer also attempts to give 

a detailed understanding by giving the readers the theme which is 

presented in the novel The Call of The Wild. The readers can also learn 

about the base meaning of life through the conflicts in every situation they 

face. 

 

1.6 Definition of Terms 

There are some terms used in this study those are; setting, conflict and 

theme and as well as Formalistic approach as the basic understanding for 

analyzing: 

1. Setting 

The theories of setting used from James H. Pickering and Jeffrey 

D. Hoeper, Concise Companion to Literature (1981). 
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2. Conflict  

The theories of conflict used from James H. Pickering and Jeffrey 

D. Hoeper, Concise Companion to Literature written (1981). The 

theories are in line with the theory of conflict from 

Koesnosoebroto in Anatomy of Prose Fiction (1988). 

3. Theme  

The theories of theme are taken from from Concise Companion to 

Literature written by James H. Pickering and Jeffrey D. Hoeper 

(1981). 

4. Formalistic approach 

The basic approach with theories are taken from Ann Charter in 

The Story and Its Writer7th edition (2007). This theory is in line 

with the theories from Wilfred L. Guerin, A Handbook of Critical 

Approaches to Literature (1979). 


