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CHAPTER II 

Theoretical Backgrounds 

 

2.1 Review of Related Studies 

This study focuses on the settings and Buck‟s conflicts experienced 

to find the theme of The Call of The Wild. There are other related studies 

which also focus on settings and conflicts. Those studies used setting and 

conflict as the medias for finding theme. From the study of correlations 

between settings and theme, Mara Kristiana Dewi, one of the STiBa‟s 

graduates in 2009, explaines in her study “The Analysis of Settings and 

The Narrator‟s Characteristics to Find The Theme in Mourier‟s 

„Rebecca‟” that setting can be used as medias for interpreting the theme in 

a novel. It is mentioned in her study; 

To find the theme, the writer used the dominant aspects to analysis. 

Because of that, the writer focused on analyzing setting and 

characteristics of The Narrator where The Narrator is the main character 

of this novel. (Mara Kristiana Dewi, 2009,iv) 
 

 

From the Mara‟s study about finding theme through settings and 

characteristics, it shows that using settings for finding themes is 

applicable. In her study, Mara Kristiana Dewi also uses Formalistic 

approach because she considers Formalistic approach as the most 

appropriate approach to find certain elements through other elements 

which are existed in a novel. Thus, the analysis could be clearer and 

briefly interpreted. 
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Another study from STiBA‟s graduates of 2009, Ni Made Rai 

Widya Utari Dewi, presents in her thesis “An Analysis of The Theme of 

„Gone with The Wind‟ by Margaret Mitchell Through The Main 

Character‟s Conflicts” and in her study, she explains that conflicts can be 

used as medias to find theme. It is mentioned in her study: 

“To obtain a theme, of course the writer has to use the element that is 

dominant enough in the story to be analyzed. That dominant element is 

conflict. Therefore the writer decided to limit the analysis on conflicts 

that faces by Scarlett O‟Hara as the main character.”(Ni Made Rai Widya 

Utari, 2009, Abstract, iv) 

 

Then, with the supported findings from the two studies above, the 

writer try to find theme through settings and conflicts. The purpose of 

these two studies are merely same, that is for finding theme which is 

presented in the novels by analyzing other elements of the story. 

 

2.2 Review of Related Theories 

2.2.1 Setting 

For this study, the writer uses the theory of setting from 

James H. Pickering and Jeffrey D. Hoeper in their book Concise 

Companion to Literature (1981). They mention in their book that 

setting refers to an element that helps the readers to imagine the 

work‟s action. As it is cited from their book; 

“setting, a term that, in its broadest sense, encompasses both the 

physical locale that frames the action and the time of day or year, 

the climatic conditions, and the historical period during which 

the action takes place.” (p. 37) 
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From the citation above, there are 3 aspects of settings 

which are described, those are; (1) the action and the time of day or 

year, (2) the climatic conditions, (3) the historical period during 

which the action takes place. For this study, the writer focuses on 

the first and second aspects of settings because these two types are 

more applicable as how in the novel, those two settings are mostly 

occured and influential. 

In their book, they also mention that setting in fiction has 

some functions ( p. 38); 

“Setting may serve (1) to provide background for the action; (2) 

as an antagonist; (3) as a means of creating appropriate 

atmosphere; (4) as a means of revealing character; and (5) as a 

means of reinforcing theme.” 

 
 

 The writer focuses on the last function of setting that is 

cited by Hoeper and Pickering, that is “setting as a means of 

reinforcing theme.” They also explaines in their book that setting 

can be used as media for clarifying the theme of a novel because 

setting can come as an important element. Setting may take role as 

the crucial element which is connected with the wholeness of an 

artwork, along with the reader‟s undertstanding about it. Thus, the 

writer try to find the theme of The Call of The Wild through 

settings and conflicts of Buck in this study. 
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2.2.2 Conflict  

For conflicts, the writer uses the theory from James H. 

Pickering and Jeffrey D. Hoeper in Concise Companion to 

Literature (1981). In their book, they explain that conflicts can be 

external and internal. Their theory of conflict that is used by the 

writer in this study is also in line with the theory of conflict from 

Koesnosoebroto in his book Anatomy of Prose Fiction (1988). He 

explains in his book that conflict can be external or internal. As it is 

cited in his book; 

“Conflict may be external or internal. A conflict may variously be 

physical, moral, psychological, intellectual or spiritual contest 

between antagonistic forces-internal conflict between aspects of 

the personality, or external conflict between a person and an 

external force (another person, society, environment, nature, the 

universe, God).” (p. 43) 

 

2.2.2.1 External Conflict 

External conflict based on Hoeper and Pickering‟s 

book is : 

“in which the protagonists against some objects outside 

himself, between man and man (between the 

protagonists and the antagonist, the human adversary), 

even may also reflect the basic opposition between man 

and nature or between man and society” (1981: 15).  

 

From this theory, it means that when a protagonist faces an 

opposition with other subjects out from himself in an 

artwork, then that is an external conflict. 
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2.2.2.2  Internal Conflict 

Internal conflicts based on the theory from Hoeper 

and Pickering (1981) is “in which case the issue to be 

resolved is one inside the protagonist‟s psyche or 

personality.” (Concise Companion to Literature; p.15) 

From their theory, it means that when a protagonist 

has an issue or problem with his own self, then it is called 

as an internal conflict. Thus, the issues happen inside the 

protagonist‟s mind. 

The theories of conflict by James H. Pickering and 

Jeffrey D. Hoeper, and as well as from Koesnosoebroto 

basically agree to one main point that there are two 

conflicts which occur in a novel, those are external and 

internal. The external conflicts can be varied from 

oppositions between a man with subjects outside himself. 

Whereas the internal conflicts are the oppositions between 

the elements inside the man himself. In the analysis 

chapter, the writer uses the main character‟s conflict and 

settings to find the theme of novel The Call of The Wild. 

 

2.2.3 Theme 

This study uses the theory of theme from James H. 

Pickering and Jeffrey D. Hoeper in their book Concise Companion 

to Literature (1981). They cite that: 
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“Theme is one of those critical terms that mean very  things to 

different peple [...] In literature, theme is the central idea or 

statement about life that unifies and controls the total work.” 

(p.61). 

 

 

From the citations above, it shows that theme can be interpreted 

differently by one people to another. It shows that theme in an 

artwork can result to many different interpretations. It means that 

theme can be various because theme is an idea or statement which 

controled the entire flow of the artwork itself. 

 Not only that, Pickering and Hoeper also mention in their 

book that: 

“theme may mean the moral or lesson that can be extrapolated 

from the work, [...] Theme is also used sometimes to refer to the 

basic issue, problem or subject with which the work is 

concerned.” (p. 61) 

 

 

From the theory above, a theme can take form as a moral or 

lesson which points out on the problem or issue or subject. Theme 

may come as basic issue, problem or subject which becames the 

main concern of an artwork. 

Then, in a correlation with settings and conflicts, theme can 

not be separated with other elements exist or contain in novel 

because there are other elements in a novel which reinforce theme. 

As it is cited by Hoeper and Pickering in their book (1981: 61); 

 

“We have organized our discussion to illustrate the fact that a 

work of fiction consists of a number of crucial elements in 

addition to theme; that the identification and understanding of 

these other elements-...- can be as important to the story, as 

theme, or more so; and that any discussion of theme, by 

definition, must be prepared to take those other elements into 

account.” 
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From the citation above, it clearly shows that theme can be 

found through the other elements exist in the artwork. For this 

study, the writer uses setting and Buck‟s conflicts as “the other 

elements” because these two elements are crucial for interpreting 

and understanding the theme of the novel The Call of The Wild. 

Setting and conflict in the story are used as how they are described 

and showed clearly in the novel.  

 

2.3 Theoretical Framework 

This study uses three fiction elements of novel, those are setting, conflict 

and theme. The theories are used for analyzing those three elements are mainly 

from James H. Pickering and Jeffrey D. Hoeper in their book Concise Companion 

in Literature (1981). Other theories will be the supporting theories for the main 

ones. The writer choses to use the theories from Pickering and Hoeper because 

their theories about setting, conflict and theme are highly applicable for the study. 

Their theories help the writer to do the analysis because their theories basically 

agree to one main point that one element to other elements are correlated. They 

even mentioned in their book that “setting may serve...(5) as a means of 

reinforcing theme” (page 38). 

Another theory from Pickering and Hoeper‟s book that shows a conflict 

can take part on building the story is “Conflict, then, is the basis opposition, or 

tension, that sets the plot of a novel or short story in motion; it engages the reader, 

builds the suspense or mystery of the work, and arouses expectation for the events 
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that are to follow,” (page 16). This theory is also in line with the theory from 

Basuki Koesnosoebroto in Anatomy of Prose Fiction (1988). He mentions “At 

moments of great conflicts, characters reveal themselves more clearly, plot moves 

through its most significant action, and theme arrises most evidently from its 

context.” (page 43). 

From all of the theories mentioned earlier, the writer concludes that setting 

and conflict can be used as medias for revealing theme because those two 

elements are correlated as fictional elements in a novel. Setting may help the 

reader to understand a theme of a novel as its function to reinforce the theme and 

conflict that may help the theme to arise more clearly. Finally, the writer decides 

to use the theories from Pickering and Hoeper that are obviously applicable for 

this study. 


