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CHAPTER III 

Research Methodology  

 

3.1 Object of The Study 

The object of this study is a novel entitled The Call of The Wild. 

This novel was firstly published in 1903 by Scholastic Inc. The story is 

covered in 172 pages long and this novel is one of popular novels written 

by Jack London, a novelist who was born in 1876 in San Francisco. He is 

also popular for his other novels such as White Fang and The Sea-Wolf. 

This novel is actually based on some experiences of the author who 

underwent many hard and cruel times during his own gold rush days in 

1897. It is showed from the settings in the story which take place in 

Alaska and the Canadian Yukon. 

This novel was about Buck, a St. Bernard and Scotch shepherd mix 

dog, which had to undergo a harsh and brutal life after being kidnapped 

from his master’s house. He tried to fulfill his destiny as a wolf pack 

leader although he had to through many unpleasant challenges and 

problems. The novel is presented in 7 Chapters, those are ‘Into the 

Primitive’, ‘The Law of Club and Fang’, ‘The Dominant Primordial 

Beast’, ‘Who Has Won to Mastership’, ‘The Toil of Trace and Trail’, ‘For 

the Love of a Man’ and the last is ‘The Sounding of the Call’. Each chapter 

is mainly about Buck along with the intense conflicts he has to face in 

each different place he is taken to from Southland to Northland. 
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3.2 Approach to the Study 

The writer uses the Formalistic approach to analyze settings of the 

story and Buck’s conflicts, which at the end lead to the theme of the novel 

The Call of The Wild. Formalistic approach is used because it focuses on 

the novel’s intrinsic elements. This study uses the theory of Formalistic 

Approach from Ann Charter in her book The Story and Its Writer 7th 

Edition (2007). She explains in her book that formalistic approach focuses 

on the text of the artwork itself. Like it is cited in her book: 

“Instead, a formalist would concentrate on analyzing how the various 

elements of a literary work are intergrated into the complex and unique 

structure of a self-contained aesthetic work.” (p. 1799).  

 

From this theory, Formalistic Approach works intensively on the elements 

of the artwork itself and focuses on the unity and relation of those 

elements exists inside the story. 

From the citation above it is clear that formalistic approach focuses 

on the text of literary work for analysis. It shows that all the answers of 

questions about the literary work can be found inside the text of the 

literary work itself. Then, in order to analyze the intrinsic elements of the 

literary work, the writer chose Formalistic approach to analyze setting and 

conflict from The Call of The Wild. 
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3.3. Methods of The Study 

The writer formulates the problems which may occur during the 

study in Chapter 1. In order to do the analysis and solve the problems, 

there are several methods used, those are: 

1. First, the writer read the novel The Call of The Wild briefly. 

2. Second, the writer find the interesting element which will 

be used for analysis. In the study, those are setting and 

Buck’s conflicts to find the theme of the story. 

3. Third, the writer formulates the problems which occur 

during the study. The problems are (1) What are the 

primary settings before and after Buck is kidnapped in The 

Call of The Wild (2) What are the conflicts that encounter 

Buck in The Call of The Wild (3) What is the theme of The 

Call of The Wild that is derived from the setting of the story 

and Buck’s conflicts? 

4. Fourth, the writer find the theories related to the elements 

used for analyzing. Those are the theories of setting, 

conflict and theme. In the study, those theories used are 

mainly from James H. Pickering and Jeffrey D. Hoeper in 

Concise Companion to Literature (1981). 

5. Fifth, the writer find the settings before and after Buck is 

kidnapped in The Call of The Wild. 

6. Sixth, the writer find the conflicts and categorized them 

into two types, those are internal and conflict. Those 
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conflicts are highly related to Buck as the main character in 

The Call of The Wild. With the findings of the conflicts, the 

writer aims to find the clues which lead to the theme of the 

story. 

7. Seventh, the writer concludes the theme which is derived 

from the analysis of settings and Buck’s conflicts using 

Formalistic approach.  


