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CHAPTER IV 

Analysis and Interpretation 

 

4.1 Setting 

As it is mentioned earlier, there are some aspects in setting which can be 

used to find the setting in the novel The Call of The Wild. Those aspects are the 

time of day or year, the climatic condition and the historical period during 

which the action takes place. Those aspects frame the action in the story. 

(Pickering and Hoeper, 1981:37) 

Thus, the writer uses those aspects mentioned to find the primary settings 

in the novel. According to their theory of setting, there are many settings 

described and occured clearly in The Call of The Wild. As how the main 

character, Buck, is taken to many places from Judge Miller’s place in 

Southland to Northern land. However, the writer divides the settings found into 

two kinds, those are the setting before Buck is kidnapped and the settings after 

Buck is kidnapped. This action is done because the writer aims to compare the 

place before and after Buck is kidnapped in which the difference between those 

settings may trigger the conflicts to happen or occur and lead to the theme. 

 

4.1.1 Setting Before Buck Is Kidnapped 

 4.1.1.1 Judge Miller’s Place In Southland 
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Before Buck is kidnapped, he is used to live in his master‟s house, 

Judge Miller‟s Place. This place is located in Southland, California, 

Santa Clara Valley in which the climate is so hot. Buck lived in 

Judge Miller‟s house which is so large and quite quiet. As it is 

mentioned in the novel, Chapter 1 “Into the Primitive” (p. 4): 

 

 “Buck lived at a big house in the sun-kissed Santa Clara Valley. 

Judge Miller‟s place, it was called. It stood back from the road, 

half hidden among the trees, through which glimpses could be 

caught of the wide cool veranda that ran around its four sides. 

The house was approached by gravelled driveaways which 

wound about through wide-spreading lawns and under the 

interlacing boughs of tall poplars.  

 

From the citation above, Judge Miller‟s place is located in 

Santa Clara Valley, California which has a hot weather. It is even 

mentioned in the citation that in the afternoon, the weather will be 

so hot so that the Judge Miller‟s boys will plunge into the big 

cement tank to cool themselves. Moreover, this place is described 

as “a sun-kissed” area which means that sun is blazing. 

Judge Miller‟s house is called as “Judge Miller‟s place” and 

this place is amazingly huge. There are stables, rows of cottages 

for the servants, endless array of outhouses, long grape arbors, 

green pastures, orchads and berry patches inside. This large place 

of Judge Miller can accomodate hundres of people as how there are 

so many outhouses and cottages where the servants dwell. 

Furthermore, the stables, patches, pastures, orchads and arbors 
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show how large the Judge Miller‟s place was. As it is mentioned in 

the novel (p. 4): 

“At the rear things were on even a more spacious scale than at 

the front. There were great stables, where a dozen grooms and 

boys held forth, rows of vine-clad servants‟ cottages, an endless 

and orderly array of outhouses, long grape arbors, green pastures, 

orchards, and berry patches. Then there was the pumping plant 

for the artesian well, and the big cement tank where Judge 

Miller‟s boys took their morning plunge and kept cool in the hot 

afternoon.” 

 

However, eventhough there are many people dwell inside 

the Judge Miller‟s place, this place is actually quite quiet. From the 

citation above, it is mentioned that this place stands back from the 

road. It means that this large house may not so easy to find and 

quite quiet because it is not near the road. There are also tall 

poplars or tall trees which also take part on making this large house 

is slightly hidden from the road.  

Inside Judge Miller‟s place, Buck lives comfortably. He 

lives as a respect dog which is part of the family. Buck spends four 

years of his life with fun and nice memories with Judge Miller‟s 

family and Judge Miller himself. It is mentioned in the novel that 

Buck has higher class than other animals in Judge Miller‟s place:  

He plunged into the swimming tank or went hunting with 

Judge‟s sons; he escorted Mollie and Alice, the Judge‟s 

daughters, on long twilight or early morning rambles; on wintry 

nights he lay at the Judge‟s feet before the roaring library fire; he 

carried the Judge‟s grandsons on his back, or rolled them in the 

grass, and guarded their footsteps through wild adventures down 

to the fountain in the stable yard, and even beyond, where the 

paddocks were, and the berry patches. 
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From this citation, Buck has a comfortable life in Judge 

Miller‟s place with position which is higher than other animals. He 

can play and stayed close with Judge Miller‟s families and Judge 

Miller himself under the bright and blazing sun happily. Thus, it 

can be concluded that Judge Miller‟s place is so large and quite 

quiet and the weather is so hot. The sun is blazing in which with 

this kind of weather, Buck enjoys a real fun, comfortable and 

happy life. 

 

 4.1.2 Setting After Buck Is Kidnapped  

After Buck is kidnapped from Judge Miller‟s place in Santa 

Clara Valley, California, he is taken to many places spread from 

Southland to Northland, which will take a long period of time to go 

through before he reaches Northland. Furthermore, Buck was 

kidnapped at fall 1897 in which fast and efficient transportations 

were not yet invented at that time. In the story, Buck used to live in 

Judge Miller‟s place for four years of his life and unfortunately, 

this comfortable life was ended in 1897. As it is mentioned in the 

story that “And this was the manner of dog Buck was in the fall of 

1897, when the Klondike strike dragged men from all the world 

into the frozen North.” The places he Is taken to are so many from 

Seattle, Dyea Beach, Canon, Sheep Camp, Scales, Chilcoot Divide, 

Hootalinqua, Big Salmon, Little Salmon, Five fingers and the 

Northland itself. However, there are only three settings after Buck 
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is kidnapped which become the places where Buck is encountered 

with complex conflicts, those are Seattle, Dyea Beach and 

Northernland. 

According to Pickering and Hoeper, setting may help the 

reader to visualize the action of the work. When the reader can 

visualizes the action, the characters‟ credibility and an air of 

authenticity will be richer. (1981: 37) Based on this theory, the 

writer describe the actions done by the characters, especially Buck 

as the main character so that the readers can visualize the scene of 

the work and imagine the condition or situation experienced by the 

Buck inside the novel.  

 

4.1.2.1 Seattle 

Seattle has a cold weather. The climate is snowy in which it 

becomes the first place Buck feels and tastes snow. In Seattle, 

Buck tries the taste of his first snow which he never experiences 

before due to the warm and hot climate of Southland. Buck is also 

quite curious about snow and gets shocked with his first experience 

of seeing and tasting snow. As it is mentioned in the novel (p. 21): 

“At the first step upon the cold surface, Buck‟s feet sank into 

white mushy something very like mud. He sprang back with a 

snort. More of this white stuff was falling through the air. He 

shook himself, but more of it fell upon him. He sniffed it 

curiously, then licked some up on his tongue. It bit like fire, and 

the next instant was gone. This puzzled him. He tried it again, 

with the same result. the onlookers laughed uproariously, and he 

felt ashamed, he knew not why, for it was his first snow.” 



24 
 

 
 

 

Seattle is also the first place that Buck visits after he is 

kidnapped from Judge Miller‟s place. In Seattle, Buck is gathered 

with other dogs who are also kidnapped, those are Spitz, a big white 

dog from Spitzbergen, Curly, a Newfoundland. In the Chapter 1 

“Into The Primitive”, “In the „tween-decks of the Narwhal, Buck 

and Curly joined two other dogs. One of them was a big, snow white 

fellow from Spitzbergen [...]” (p. 19). These dogs, including Buck 

are brought by two men named Perrault and Francois who use them 

as sled dogs for the sake of their gold finding mission in Northland. 

They bring along these dogs by a sailing ship called Narwhal which 

heads to north. The time when Buck gets inside the ship, that is the 

last time he sees Southland. Seattle is the last place where he can 

enjoy the warmth of Southland. It is mentioned in the story: 

“That was the last he saw of the man in the red sweater, ans as 

Curly and he looked at receding Seattle from the deck of the 

Narwhal, it was the last he saw of the warm Southland. Curly and 

he were taken below by Perrault and turned over to a black-faced 

giant called Francois.”(p. 18-19).  

 

To conclude, Seattle is a cold, snowy place where Buck is 

gathered with other kidnapped dogs which are also used as sled 

dogs by unhearted men. There, Buck also feels the taste of snow 

and the all new way of life which he has to get adapted to, does not 

matter whether he wants it or not. 
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4.1.2.2 Dyea Beach 

In the novel The Call of The Wild, Dyea Beach is the real 

hostile environment which Buck is taken to after he passes Seattle 

by the Narwhal sailing ship. It is described in the novel that Dyea 

Beach is so harsh and brutal. Both men and dogs in this place act 

so violently in order to survive. It is a primordial environment 

where Buck can not have opportunity to rest because there are all 

savages. There is no peace at all in Dyea Beach. As it is cited in the 

novel, Chapter 2 “The Law of Club and Fang” (p. 29-30): 

 “Buck‟s first day on the Dyea beach was like a nightmare. Every 

hour was filled with shock and surprise. He had been suddenly 

jerked from the heart of civilization and flung into the heart of 

things primordial. No lazy, sunkissed life was this, with nothing 

to do but load and be bored. Here was neither peace, nor rest, nor 

a moment‟s safety. All was confusion and action, and every 

moment life and limb were in peril. There was imperative need to 

be constantly alert, for these dogs and men were not town dogs 

and men. They were savages, all of them, who knew no law but 

the law of club and fang.” 

 

From the citation, it shows that this place is filled with 

unpleasant things in which all creatures both men and dogs only 

know “The Law of Club and Fang”. “Club” and “Fang” from this 

law mean club as the law giver and fang as the harsh and brutal 

way of dog fought one to others. It is mentioned in the story that 

Buck has to acknowledge this law to survive. Chapter 1 “Into The 

Primitive”:  

“Again and again, as he looked at each brutal performance, the 

lesson was driven home to Buck: a man with club was a 

lawgiver, a master to be obeyed, though not necessarily 

conciliated.”(p. 17) 
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This worst situation is getting more terrifying with the dogs 

fighting manner in Dyea Beach which is indeed so brutal and 

wolfish. This wolfish manner of fighting is showed in the novel 

Chapter 2 “The Law of Club and Fang” that:  

“He had never seen dogs fight as these wolfish creatures fought, 

and his first experience taught him an unforgettable lesson. It is 

true, it was a vicarious experience, else he would not have lived 

to profit by it.”(p. 26) 

 

It is clear that The Law of Club and Fang has a kind of 

absolute value which shows the ferocious manner of men treating 

dogs and vicious fighting manner among dogs in Dyea Beach. 

Then, this law is the very first rule which Buck has to learn 

well after he is kidnapped. It is the prominent law which is applied 

to all creatures in Dyea Beach. It has no mercy which means a 

single little mistake can result on a terrible and terrifying death. In 

order to keep alive in Dyea Beach, both men and dogs have to obey 

the strongest and the weakest will be the prey for others. The 

strongest one will rule all and it is an absolute rule under the Law 

of Club and Fang. 

Thus, it can be concluded that Dyea Beach is a harsh place 

where all creatures live there have to obey The Law of Club and 

Fang in which there is no peace, rest and safety. There is only 

savage and rage. 
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4.1.2.3 Northern Land or Northland 

Northland is a freezing, gloomy and dark place. This place is 

the main destination of those men who are obsessed by gold. 

Compare to Southland where the weather is so hot and blazing, 

Northland is filled with deep snow. As it is cited from the novel 

Chapter 2 “The Law of Club and Fang” (p. 35 - 36): 

“It was a hard day‟s run, up to the Canon, through Sheep Camp, 

past the Scales and the timber line, across glaciers and snowdrifts 

hundred of feet deep, and over the great Chilcoot Dividem which 

stands between the salt water and the fresh and guards 

forbiddingly the sad and lonely North.[...] Buck made his hole in 

the snow and slept the sleep of the exhausted just, but all too 

early was routed out in the cold darkness and harnessed with his 

mates to the sled.” 

 

From the citation above, it shows that Northland is dark and 

gloomy where the weather is so bone chilling cold, from how the 

deep the snow covers the Northland. 

However, eventhough the climate is so cold, there are 

thousands of men whogo there to find gold. It means that the icy 

Northland suddenly becomes a popular spot. Still, since Northland 

is already gloomy from the beginning, this place may not be so 

crowded with so many people building a camp without the 

widespreading news about yellow metal founded. Thus, Northland 

will always be lonely if there is not any issue or rumor which is 

told about something‟s attractive or precious. Moreover, 

eventhough Northland gets a little bit crowded, its darkness and 
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loneliness may make anyone will think twice to go there without 

having real important aims or goals. 

Thus, it can be concluded that Northernland or Northland is 

a freezing, cold, dark and gloomy place where many men try to 

find gold. This place is the place where Buck definitely has to fully 

adapt to its bone chilling weather and the ongoing hardwork as a 

sled dog. 

 

4.2 Conflict 

In the novel The Call of The Wild, the tenses and oppositions which are 

happened within Buck and also outside Buck as parts of conflicts. The 

conflicts build suspense of Buck‟s miseries after kidnapping which later 

arouse expectation for readers to know more about Buck‟s conflicts. The 

conflicts which may prompt the readers to get curious about the next events 

of the story. 

In the novel The Call of The Wild, there are indeed many conflicts 

experienced by Buck. As it is mentioned in the previous section, the settings 

found are divided based into two, before and after Buck is kidnapped. In 

order to give clearer analysis, the conflicts found are described according to 

the place where the conflicts happen in which for this study, the settings used 

for analysis are the setting after Buck is kidnapped, those are Seattle, Dyea 

Beach and Northland. This action is done because in these three places, Buck 

experiences the more intense conflicts both internal and external as Buck 

moves from one setting to other settings, from Seattle, to Dyea Beach then 
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Northerland. Furthermore, only on these three places, the complex conflicts 

experienced by Buck are showed and described quite clearly. 

 

4.2.1 Conflict in Seattle 

After Buck is kidnapped from his master house, Judge Miller‟s 

place, he was taken to Seattle. There Buck experiences conflicts which 

he have to encounter after entering a new way of life which is difficult 

to endure. Buck experienced both internal and external conflict. 

 

4.2.1.1 Internal Conflict in Seattle 

The internal conflict which Buck experienced is the 

opposition happened inside Buck‟s mind. This conflict is 

triggered by harsh treatment done by Perrault and Francois who 

tighten the rope around Buck‟s neck. It is mentioned in the 

story, “Then the rope tightened mercilessly, while Buck 

struggled in a fury, his tongue lolling out of his mouth and his 

great chest panting futilely.” (page 8).  

This action triggers the emersion of internal conflict in 

which it is the opposition inside Buck‟s own mind. The 

opposition in which Buck has to choose between loosing his 

control as a noble and respected dog to be angry or trying to get 

rid his anger and stay calm as he has to be.  

As it was mentioned in the novel Chapter 1 “Into The 

Primitive” that, “Never in all his life had he been so vilely 
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treated, and never in all his life had he been so angry.” (page 8). 

It shows that Buck is so furious and surprised with the 

uncivilized manner of Perrault and Francois, which makes him 

terribly mad. However, eventhough his mind is totally filled by 

anger and shocks which he never experiences before, Buck tries 

to overcome his anger, at first. 

 

4.2.1.2 External Conflict in Seattle Between Buck and Perrault and 

Francois 

Buck‟s external conflict in Seattle happened as the result 

of ongoing harsh treatments done by Perrault and Francois. The 

result is a bloody fight between Buck with Perrault and 

Francois. Buck, which is surprised with the Perrault and 

Francois‟s bad manner of treating dogs, cannot hold his anger 

and calamity any longer. With this reason, Buck tries to bite and 

injure Perrault and Francois as the payment for hurting his fine 

pride and dignity. As it was mentioned in the novel Chapter 1 

“Into the Primitive”: 

“And Buck was truly a red-eyed devil, as he drew himself 

together for the spring, hair bristling, mouth foaming, a mad 

glitter in his bloodshoot eyes. Straight at the man he launched his 

one hundred and forty pounds of fury,”(p. 14).  

 

Unfortunately, Buck has to get his body beaten heavily 

because Perrault and Francois use club to hit Buck more than a 

dozen times. 
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 4.2.2 Internal Conflict in Dyea Beach 

Internal conflict is resolved inside the protagonist‟s psyche or 

personality (Pickering and Hoeper, 1981). According to this theory, in 

the novel The Call of The Wild, the protagonist is Buck. In Dyea 

Beach, Buck as the protagonist experiences an internal conflict which 

is caused by a great shock of living in a different place with different 

way of life. It gets worse when Curly, one kidnapped dog which 

becomes Buck‟s companion during the journey to Northland, dies 

because the harshness of The Law of Club and Fang. He already 

experienced a great shock and bloody fight in Seattle, and 

unfortunately, that shock is continued with the greater tense in Dyea 

Beach after the Curly‟s death.   

In Dyea beach, the internal conflict happened is the opposition 

inside Buck‟s mind. He has to choose whether accepting his destiny to 

start living in an all new harsh way of life by completely obeying The 

Law of Club and Fang or keeping his dignity not to get shocked or 

trembled greatly as how the harshness of The Law of Club and Fang is 

definitely absolute. As it is mentioned in the story, Chapter 2 “The 

Dominant Primordial Beast”, “The scene often came back to Buck to 

trouble him in his sleep. So that was the way. No fair play. Once 

down, that was the end of you.” (page 27) 

Buck is indeed so shocked with the way of both dogs and men 

live in Dyea beach. All of them will easily cut each other‟s throat to 

survive as how there is no chance for doing civilized treatments. The 
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way of life Buck which he is used to do in Judge Miller‟s place in 

Southland is not valid anymore in Dyea beach.  

 

4.2.3 Conflicts in Northland 

In Northland, Buck experiences both external and internal 

conflicts. Both of the conflicts are so intense in which Buck has to 

encounter to keep alive.  

 

4.2.3.1 Internal Conflicts In Northland 

There are some internal conflicts which Buck 

experiences in Northland. The first internal conflict is the 

opposition between getting drowned on his own longing or 

keeping his dignity and pride in Northland as the result of his 

struggle of surviving in that hostile place. In Northland, Buck 

is adaptive enough to its harshness and cold, but sometimes the 

warmth of Judge Miller‟s place at Santa Clara valley recalls 

the happy memories he is used to have in Southland. As it was 

mentioned in the novel Chapter 4 “Who Has Won To 

Mastership” (p. 79): 

“Sometimes he thought of Judge Miller‟s big house in the 

sunkissed Santa Clara Valley, and of the cement swimming tank, 

and Ysabell, the Mexican hairless, and Toots, the Japanese pug; 

but oftener he remembered the man in the red sweater, the death 

of Curly, the great fight with Spitz, and the good things he had 

eaten or would like to eat.” 

 

 

From the citation, it shows that the pictures of Judge 

Miller‟s house may come inside his mind. It is even mentioned 
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that he eats good meals when he lives in Judge Miller‟s and he 

can eat the things that he would like to eat easily because it 

was easy to get.  

The second internal conflict which is experienced by 

Buck is the opposition between the will to get free from the 

savage and rage or to obey his destiny as the way it is as how 

he is already plunged to the cold and hostile Northland. As it 

was mentioned in the novel Chapter 3 “The Dominant 

Primordial Beast”(p. 57 – 58): 

“All day they swung up and down the main street in long teams, 

and in the night their jingling bells still went by. They hauled 

cabin logs and firewood, freighted up to the mines, and did all 

manner of work that horses did in the Santa Clara Valley.” 

 

Buck realizes that now his rank is lowered Just like other 

animals in Southland. He has to do all of harsh and rough jobs 

which should be done by horses in his hometown. However, 

eventhough he accepts his new life, he still wants to get free 

from the harsh savage. Buck wants to get his freedom, along 

with his dignity and pride back. As how in Northland, he is 

used to live in a comfortable life and he is never forced to 

work hard, but in Northland, he lives as a sled dog. He has to 

bring the logs to make the heartless men, Perraault and 

Francois keep warm only for themselves. This reality makes 

Buck quite down. As it is cited in the novel Chapter 1 “Into the 

Primitive” (page 6), Buck‟s social class in Judge Miller‟s place 

and his domination among other dogs: 
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“Nevertheless, one hundred and forty pounds, to which was 

added the dignity that comes of a good living and universal 

respect, enabled him to carry himself in right royal fashion. 

During the four years since his puppyhood he had lived the 

life of a sated aristocrat;” 

 

 

From the citation, it shows the sheer difference of class and 

way of life which Buck has to accept and endure. He did not 

need to do any rough or tough job because he was the part of 

the family. The right of becoming the family member which is 

inherited by his father, which has been the loyal company of 

Judge Miller. As it is cited from the novel (p. 6), “His father, 

Elmo, a huge St. Bernard, had been the Judge‟s inseparable 

companion,” Thus, this nice manner of life is changed in which 

it triggers this internal coflict to occur. 

Unfortunately, there is still one internal conflict which 

troubles Buck‟s mind terribly. It is the opposition in his own 

mind that is caused by the love emotion that he feels toward 

his new master in Northland, John Thornton in which this love 

feeling causes him to be afraid to death because there is a 

chance that John Thornton may sell him to other people. Then, 

the opposition is between continuing feeling love toward John 

Thornton or stopping that love feeling because in Northland, 

there is no long lasting love or relationgship between master 

and his dog. Furthermore, Buck already adapted to the hostile, 

brutal and harsh Northern land. The pure feeling of loving and 

liking his new master is much stronger than his loyalty to 
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Judge Miller when he is still in Southland. Thus, this matter 

troubles him so much until makes him trembles at night and he 

gets awaken by bad dreams. As it is mentioned in the novel 

Chapter 6 “For the Love of A Man” (p. 121-122): 

“His transient masters since he had come into the Northland had 

bred in him a fear that no master could be permanent. He was 

afraid that Thornton would pass out of his life as Perrault and 

Francois and the Scotch halfbreed had passed out. Even in the 

night, in his dreams, he was haunted by this fear. At such times 

he would shake off sleep and creep through the chill to the flap 

of the tent, where he would stand and listen to the sound of his 

master‟s breathing.” 
 

From this citation, it shows clearly how Buck really loves 

his new master, John Thornton but the brutality and harshness 

of Northland makes him has to think twice for feeling those 

kind of feelings, in which there is no love exists in that hostile 

place. 

 

4.2.3.1 External Conflict in Northland Against Spitz and The Yeehats 

In Northland, Buck also experiences two great external 

conflicts. First is external conflict between Buck and Spitz, a 

big, skilled white dog which wins many fights. He is used to be 

the leader of the dogs and he is so dominant among the other 

dogs. The conflict occured because both Spitz and Buck want 

to claim the mastership among the dogs so that this matter 

continues to a great fight between them. As it is mentioned in 

the novel Chapter 3 “The Dominant Primordial Beast”, “Fang 

clashed fang, and lips were cut and bleeding, but Buck could 
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not penetrate his enemy‟s guard.” (p. 65). The fight between 

Buck and Spitz is a great fight to decide which will be the 

leader. This fight is indeed quite harsh in which Buck is beaten 

up at first because he is not a skilled, practiced fighter like 

Spiitz so that his body is covered in blood. However, it turns 

out to be Buck‟s victory. Like it is mentioned in the novel: 

“The dark circle became a dot on the moon-flooded snow as 

Spitz disappeared from view. Buck stood and looked on, the 

successful champion, the dominant primordial beast who had 

made his kill and found it good.” (page 65).  

 

Then, another external conflict which Buck experiences 

is betweem him and the Yeehats. This conflict occured because 

the Yeehats, a group of fictitious native American tribe, kill all 

people in John Thornton‟s camp. These Indians kill everyone 

including John Thornton. As it is mentioned earlier that at that 

time, Buck already loved his current master. Then, the death of 

John Thornton drives him mad. With his great anger, he take 

revenge of his beloved master by slaughtering these native 

Indians. It is described in the novel Chapter 7 “The Sounding 

of The Call” (p. 165): 

“The Yeehats were dancing about the wreckage of the spruce-

bough lodge when they heard a fearful roaring and saw 

rushing upon them animal the like of which they had never 

seen before. It was Buck, a live hurricane of fury, hurling 

himself upon them in a frenzy to destroy. He sprang at the 

foremost man (it was the chief of the Yeehats), ripping the 

throat wide open till the rent jugular spouted a fountain of 

blood.” 
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The citation above shows how Buck kills the Yeehats 

stormily. Buck gets blinded with his grave anger that possesses 

his heart to bite, rip, tore and kill all of those heartless Indians, 

who kill John Thornton sadistically.  

Thus, from all of those conflicts, both internal and 

external happened in settings after Buck is kidnapped, it gives 

some clues which may lead to the theme of The Call of The 

Wild.  

 

4.4 The Theme Derived from Setting and Conflict 

Theme may vary in meanings to different people. It can come in the 

form of statement which is about life or moral lesson. It essentially unifies the 

artwork as the result of interplay with other elements consist within the 

artwork itself. (Pickering and Hoeper, 1981: 61) In novel The Call of The 

Wild, the settings and conflicts experienced by Buck become the important 

elements which lead to the theme of the novel. The relationship among 

setting, conflict and theme is in line with theory from Hoeper and Pickering 

which simply cites that in the analysis of theme, it also requires the deep 

analysis of some elements and the relationship one to others to the work as a 

whole. In the story, there are changes of the settings in which those changes 

lead to the conflicts experienced by Buck. Those conflicts are more intense 

and complex as how Buck moves from one setting to other setting.  

Then, after analyzing the conflicts in each setting found, there are some 

clues which can be used to find the theme. From the conflicts in Seattle, the 
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writer finds the clues in which those clues are the shocks and surprises of 

entering a whole new way of life after kidnapped from hometown. Move to 

Dyea Beach, there are also clues found in which those clues are the 

reconciliation of accepting the desnity and the beginning of adaptation which 

requires hardwork. Finally, in Northland, from the conflicts experienced by 

Buck, there are clues found in which those clues are a well done adaptation in 

the harsh and brutal environment while improving the self qualities that leads 

to a great success and achievement in life eventhough it requires anyone to 

experience bitter and painful events to get through. 

Thus, there is a theme which can be derived from the setting and 

Buck‟s conflicts in the novel The Call of The Wild. As it is mentioned in 

Chapter 2 that a theme can take form as a moral or lesson which indicates the 

issue or problem which is described in the story, there is a theme which is 

found, which also takes form as a moral or lesson which the readers may 

learn from the story of a kidnapped dog, Buck. Those clues found point out to 

the theme of the story, which is Life Struggles and Efforts Help Someone to 

Improve Self Qualities and Gain Success. 


