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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

 

In this chapter, it will be discussed about conflicts and theme theories that 

will be used in analyzingtheme in novel The Family from One Street through 

Mrs.Ruggles’s external conflicts.  

2.1. Definition of Conflict 

In literature, conflict is not only important but also inevitable, it can make 

a story intersting. Conflict is the struggle between opposing forces that emerges as 

the action develops (Kirszner and Mandell, 2000 : 67). According to Potter in 

Element of Literature,“conflict is the result of the opposing between at least two 

sides, just as it takes two to make an argument, takes two opposing people or 

forces to produce the conflict basic to a plot”(1967 : 25). 

Conflict occurs when there are two peoplethat have different opinions or 

different perceptions about something. Moreover, there is opposition from one 

side to another. For example in an organization, a chairman has a different 

opinion with his deputy. Among them, no one wants to budge. 

“The conflict may be overt and violent, or implicit and subdued; it may be 

visible in action or it may take place entirely in a character’s mind; it may exist in 
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different and sometimes contrasting forms, and on different levels of meaning; but 

by definition it is inherent in the concept of plot” (Potter 1967 : 25-26). 

For example : There are some conflicts in Guy de Maupassant’s The 

Necklace faced by Mathilde. First, Mathilde faced a conflict within her 

mind.Mathilde is a poor woman, one day she received an invitation party to join 

party with friends of her husband’s office. Because she did not want to look poor 

in front of her husband’s friends, she prepared everything very well. She bought a 

new party dress and borrowed a necklace from her firend. Mathilde was in 

conflict with herself, the conflict is between her ambition and her real situation. 

She had an ambition to be a rich woman so she did everything to satisfy it. 

Besides, Mathilde also faced a conflict with other characters, for example, with 

her husband. When she arrived home after the party, Mathilde realized that the 

necklace she borrowed was disappeared, her husband was furious and blamed 

Mathilde because she was negligent. 

From the examples above we can conclude that the conflicts can occur in 

person with him/herself and one person to another person.   

2.2.  Types of conflicts 

Due to the crucial of conflict in a literature, there are two main types of the 

conflict; there are internal conflictand external conflict. 

2.2.1. Internal conflict  
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Internal conflict is conflict faced by a person within his/herself. Internal 

conflict is conflict that happens on someone’s mind, it occurs within him or 

herself which is caused by difficulties in determining between two important 

choices while he or she is very hard to choose the choises. “Internal conflict also 

happens because there is a hard stimulus from outside which causes depression or 

frustration” (Likumahua , 2001: 83). 

From the above definition, we can conclude that there are two possible 

causes of internal conflict. The first posibility is internal conflict happens when 

the individual faces two alternatives choices. Another posibility is because the 

individual undergoes depression or frustation as the result of the conflict, for 

example : there is a married man with low salary and his wife frequently blames 

him because he cannot givea lot of money and comfortable life, such as his wife 

want to. The pressures which come from his wife make him to be depressed. 

2.2.2. External conflict 

External conflict is a conflict between person and external force such as 

conflict between person and person, person and society. According 

Koesnosoebroto, external conflict is conflict between person and an externalforces 

(another person, society, environment, nature, the universe , God). In novel, 

external conflict occurs between character(s) with other character(s). 

External conflict can happen in form of interpersonal conflict (person 

against person) because of the different goals, opinions, or anything else that is 

not common.  
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For example : there is a couple that has different perception and opinions 

about how to teach their children. From both of them, no one wants to fix the 

problem but they still keep their opinion.  

In this study, the writer focus on external conflicts of a character that offer 

clues to the theme of a story.  

2.3. Definition of Theme  

Every novel has a concept or central idea. The concept or central idea of 

the storyis called theme. Theme indicates the important ideas around which is 

written by the author.  

Theme is the central or domain idea (Kirszner and Mandell, 2000 : 300). 

Moreover, Koesnosoebroto quotes fromPerrine (1959 : 137) states that theme of a 

piece of fiction is the controling idea or central insight of a story. The theme of a 

novel can be about love, a family happiness, a struggle, and so on.  

Pickering and Hoeper addsthat theme is central idea or statement about life 

that unified and controls the total work. When we attempt to identify the theme of 

a fiction, we make it with our own words or the statement about life or human 

experiences that is made in the literary works (1969: 65). 

2.3.1. How to find the theme 

There are many ways to know the theme of story. Kirsner and Mandell 

(2000 :302-303) state that theme can be found in several ways. First, the title of 

the story. Second, character’s statement can reveal the theme. Third, the 
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arrangement of events in story can suggest a story’s theme. Fourth, a story 

conflict can offer clues to the theme, major theme of the story is revealed by this 

central conflict. Fifth, the point of view of story. Sixth, changes in a character can 

shed light on the story.  

In this study the writer only focuses on the external conflict faced by Mrs. 

Ruggles in order to find the clues that can reveal the theme of the story in The 

Family from One End Street.  

 


