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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language can’t be learned in the absence of linguistic input (Strong, 1988). 

People continually learn language from childhood. They learn by hearing and 

practicing the language. Usually children imitate adults, especially their parents, 

in areas like characterization, word, language and attitude. But the process of 

learning by hearing cannot occur in children who are deaf. The primary 

consequence of childhood deafness is that it blocks the development of spoken 

language, hindering both the acts of speaking and comprehending (Mayberry, 

2002). The absence of language input causes deaf people to be mute, because they 

could not understand how to say each word appropriately.  

Devito (2009) wrote that deaf-mutes use a system of hand signals so 

comprehensive that it literally replaces spoken language. But not all deaf people 

use identical hand signals, because they speak orally and use facial expressions to 

make their meaning clear. The frequent in using hand signal make them present 

different hand signal. 

The writer joined a deaf community in Salatiga for one year and observed 

that the use of hand signal in deaf community in Salatiga varied. For example 

when they indicated to say ‘ok’, half of them use thumb to forefinger and others 

use thumb and little finger. This variation existed because the deaf people 
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communicated in different social settings. An example is that the hand signal 

would be different if they communicated with hearing people, or if they 

communicated in school with a teacher. The way people speak is characterized by 

variation which reflect the social factors which are significant in a society 

(Holmes, 2013). These social factors are age, gender, and social class. 

Based on preliminary observation the writer is interested in to see the 

variations in hand signal specific to social settings happening in Salatiga’s deaf 

community and describe the impact of the variation to their communication. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

To look for and understand the use of hand signal by deaf people in 

community, this research will include the following research questions: 

a. What are the variations of hand signal used by the deaf community in 

Salatiga? 

b. How far social backgorund contribute to the hand signal variations? 

c. What are the impacts of the variations to communication within the 

community? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

 The purpose of this study based on the research questions are: 

a. To identify the variations of hand signal used by deaf people in Salatiga. 

b. To find out the social backgrouds which influence them in using hand 

signal. 
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c. To describe the impact of the variatons to communication within the deaf 

community. 

 

1.4 Scope of the Study 

Research of deaf people can be very wide. In this research, the study is 

limited to knowing the use of hand signal in the community of deaf people, 

identifying the factors that influence them to use and understand hand signal and 

also analyzing the impacts of the variations to communication within the deaf 

community. The writer just focus with the variations of hand signal and the 

impacts for communication within community. It doesn’t cover the experiences of 

deaf people in learn hand signal.  The research will take place in Salatiga, and the 

participant is a member of the deaf community there.  

 

1.5 Definition of Terms 

1.5.1 Hand Signal  

 Hand signal is sign to communicate that replace spoken language 

used by deaf people with their hand. This made them easier to 

communicate with each other. Sandler emphasized that it is natural 

languages that arise spontaneously wherever there is a community of 

communicators (2000). 
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1.5.2 Deaf Community 

Deaf community is a community where deaf people can gather to 

gain themselves in using hand signal and adjust themselves in daily life 

with hearing people. Deaf communities are not big and sometimes not 

known among most people. But within the community the deaf people 

share a sense of belonging and build their self-confidence. The seniors 

motivate the juniors as newcomers to be brave to have conversation with 

hearing people.  

 

1.5.3 Social Background 

Social background may influence the development of an individual, 

because it gives direct contact to the development of children personality. 

Tomlinsom-Keasey also emphasized that statement. 

The study of child development is actually the study of the 

influence biological, ethological, structural, experimental and 

social factors have on children (1985) 
 

The underlined phrase, social factors, indicates that social factors 

contribute to child development. In this research the writer looked for 

social factors that influenced the use of hand signal. 

 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

 The writer hopes this study can make contributions toward the education 

of deaf people in Salatiga. First is for teachers, so they can understand the main 

problem deaf people encounter in learning. Second for parents, so they can help 
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their children understand the spoken language and motivate them continually. 

And the third is for deaf people, so they can understand the barrier in 

communication among them and gain by themselves the variations in hand signal. 

 

 


