
CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS 

 

After recognized the theories used in this study, based on other supporting theory and 

psychological approach.This chapter consists of the three parts of analysis. Firstly, Jake 

Brigance’s threats. Secondly, the writer is going to descript Jake Brigance’s unconscious desires 

and the last, the writer is going to explain Jake Brigance’s motives behind the trial. 

To deal and support the statement above, the writer would like to provide several 

evidences in order to prove that the statement was developed and formulated by the theories and 

the field observation around the psychoanalytic issues. 

 

A. Jake Brigance’sThreats 

Haber and Runyon in their book admitted that Sigmund Freud was greater observers 

concerning to the human scene that people were sensitive to threats extremely to their ego 

and also self-esteem. 

Threats can be defined as an intention of impending failures, disappointmentsor 

unsafe which indicated as a condition of being in danger or at risk.  

Related to Brigance’s decision to be a lawyer for Carl Lee, there were threats that 

Brigance faced. According to the Freudian psychoanalysis, there are two types of threats. 

They are; 

 

 

 

 

 



1. External Threats 

There were consequences that Brigance received from the persistent actions in 

defended Carl Lee. The terrors that occurred every time showed that the existence of 

KKK is one of the external threats. 

“My God, Jake! Who did it?” 

“Who knows.” 

“Is it the KKK?” she asked. 

“Must be,” answered the deputy. “I don’t know anybody else who burns crosses, do you, 

Jake?” 

Jake shook his head. 

“Thought they left Ford County years ago,” said Prather. 

“Looks like they’re back,” said Jake. (p. 182) 

 

 

The quotation above show us that there was an external threats which came from 

the movement of a terrorist group or a leftist organization, called Ku Klux Klan (KKK).  

 

2. Internal Threats 

Beside the external threats that Brigance experienced, there was an internal threats 

emerged and influenced Brigance’s behavior. 

 

“Look, Carla, I’ve got a thousand things on my mind right now. I’ve got a client facing 

gas chamber and his trial is ten days away. I can’t lose it. I’ll work night and day from 

now until the twenty-second, and once the trial starts you won’t see me anyway. The last 

thing I need is to be worried about you and Hanna. Please go.” (p. 280). 

 

 

Brigance realized that his family safety is also important while handling this case. 

If his family safety in danger, it means that it must be a threat for his success in winning 

the trial.  

Freud noticed that the people are extremely sensitive to threats to their ego or to 

their self-esteem. Certainly, there is a relationship among both of the threats and Id, Ego 



and Superego, where the threats can influence the unconscious desires. That’s why the 

writer gives attention and starts from those threats before go into the unconscious desires. 

 

B. Jake Brigance’s Unconscious Desires 

A desire is a feeling that you want something or want to do something. You usually 

talk about a desire for something or a desire to do something. Human is more influenced by 

unconsciousness than consciousness where most of the behavior that is shown by a person is 

reflecting of unconsciousness. Conflict is believed as the result because the clash among id, 

ego and super ego, then it refers to characteristic of person. (Mainderop, 2010: 31). 

Base on the psychoanalytic theory that had been mentioned by the writer and while 

the threats proceeded, Brigance also faced his impulses unconscious desire. In this part of 

analysis, there will be a detail describing of Jake Brigance’swillingnesswhich emerged in his 

Id, Ego and Superego when he received the case.  

 

1. Brigance’s Will To Earn A High Income 

According to the text of the novel, the writer found that there was a desire of Jake 

Brigance to earn much money by handled Carl Lee’s case. By earning lot of money, it 

means that Brigance would get a high income and thus the high income was one of his 

pleasures that turned up from the unconscious desires. 

 

“You wanted too much money, Jake. You’re always gripin’ over the money. Here I am 

sittin’ in jail and you’re bitchin’ ‘bout somethin’ I can’t help.” 

“Money. You can afford to pay me. How can you afford Marsharfsky?” (p.173) 

 



Meanwhile Brigance experienced the impulses of pleasure desires, the Ego 

appeared as the control function to reduce the impulses which was raised from the Id. It 

can be seen in the following quotations. 

 

 “How much you want?” asked Carl Lee. 

“Ten thousand.” 

“I’ll pay five.” 

“You can pay more than that.” 

“And you can do it for less than ten.” 

“Okay, I can do it for nine.” 

“Then I can pay six.” 

“Eight?” 

“Seven.” 

“Can we agree on seventy-five hundred?” 

Yeah, I think I can pay that much. Depends on how they’ll loan me on my land. (p. 81) 

 

The bargaining between Brigance and Carl Lee in the conversation above showed 

us that there was Brigance’s Ego appeared to reduce his Id demands by making a realistic 

agreement which ideally appropriate toward Carl Lee’s condition and payment capability 

at the time. 

After Brigance’s Ego reduce the desires impulse of pleasure, one of the 

unconscious desires came as the moral principles to be fulfilled. This time, the conscience 

of Brigance took place. 

 
“I wanna tell that judge why I shot them boys. They raped my daughter. They need 

shootin’.” 

“And you want to explain that to the judge tomorrow?” 

“Yeah.” 

“And you think he’ll turn your loose one you explain it all?” 

“Look, Carl Lee, you hired me to be your lawyer. And you hired me because you have 

confident in me, right? And if I want you to say something tomorrow, I’ll tell you. If I 

don’t, you stay quiet. When you go to trial in July you’ll have the chance to tell your side. 

But in the meantime, I’ll do the talking.” 

“You got that right.” (p. 152) 



Beside of the lawyer’s benefit of getting a high fee which received from the 

clients, Jake Brigance conceived exactly how to treat his client. By Brigance’s 

conscience, he knew what kind of the emotions that Carl Lee experienced. Thus why he 

ought to speak clearly by made efforts in a certain direction toward Carl Lee in order to 

avoid the mistakes which made by his client.  

 

2. Brigance’s Will to Be Famous 

Unconsciously, the Id desires of Brigance drove him into a desire. There was 

another Brigance’s willingness that appeared from the pleasure impulses. To be famous 

in the society was a pleasure which becameBrigance’s Id. 

 

“This case’ll make you famous, won’t it?” Asked Atcavage. 

“I hope. Evidently it won’t make any money.” 

“Seriously, Jake, won’t it help your practice?”(p. 112 – 113). 

 

From the conversation between Brigance and Atcavage in the quotation above 

tells us evidently that there was an expectation in his mind to get famous. Brigance’s 

awareness of not getting as much payment as he wished had driven his Id into another Id 

that was “pleasure”.  

At the moment when Brigance stepped forward in the popularity of getting 

famous.His Ego brought him to the reality of the county. It can be found in the following 

quotation. 

 
If I win, I’ll be the top dog in this part of the state. I can forget about the overhead.” 

“And if you lose?” 

Jake paused and glanced around rot Claude. “The publicity will be abundant regardless of the 

outcome. Win or lose, the case will help my practice. But lose will really hurt. Every lawyer 

in the county secretly hoping I blow it. They want him convicted. They’re jealous, afraid I 

might get too big and take away their clients. Lawyers are extremely jealous.” (p. 113) 

 



 

Still in the conversation between Brigance and Atcavage, Brigance honestly 

admitted and recognized that there were some people including the opponent lawyers 

who should be confronted. The ego operates according to the reality principle, working 

out realistic ways of satisfying the demands of Brigance’s Id. 

In order to keep the willingness went on, BriganceSuperego's function worked out 

to control the id's impulses of willingness to be famous. It also has the function of 

persuading the ego to turn to moralistic goals rather than simply realistic ones and to 

strive for perfection. 

 
In a county that’s seventy-four percent white. 

Why don’t you ask Mr. Hughes if the system treats black fairly? 

“I was referring to the judicial system.” 

“It’s the same system. Who do you think sits in the jury box? The same registered voters who 

elected Ozzie Walls.” 

“Well, if a white man would not be convicted, and Mr. Harley will probably be convicted, 

explain to me how the system treats both fairly.” 

“It doesn’t.” (p. 116). 

 

While some group of people recognized the prevail systems of the county that 

were too impossible for blacks, Brigance who preferred referring to the judicial system 

than other systems. He expected andbelieved that the rules of society as the basic of 

judicial system could treat fairly. 

 

 

C. Jake Brigance’s Motives Behind The Trial 

According to the definition of motivation which was stated in chapter two that there 

were the reasons behind someone’s behavior.There was a possibility that those reasons 



cannot be seen explicitly by external world.Sometimes individuals can conceal a motive from 

themselves by giving strong expression to the opposite motive.  

People are motivated to take certain actions in order to reduce the internal tension that 

is caused by the needs. For example, we might be motivated to drink a glass of water in order 

to reduce the internal state of thirst. Motivation is useful in explaining behaviors that have a 

strong biological component, such as the deepest pleasure willing.  

 

1. Brigance’s Money Motive 

People are motivated to do things because of external rewards. For example, you 

might be motivated to go to work each day for the monetary reward of being paid. In this 

case, Jake Brigance commit his duty as other professional lawyer by signing the contract 

based on the payment agreement with the his client. But on the other side, people could 

really understand what the motive of the lawyer is. Such as a secret, some of them could 

not explained the willing which as the motive why they took the cases. 

 

Jake planned to play hardball about his fee; no way could represent Carl Lee for nine hundred 

dollars. The case would consume his practice for the next three months at least, and nine 

hundred would be less than minimum wage. It would not be fair to him or his family to work 

for nothing. Carl Lee would simply have to raise the money. They would just have to 

sacrifice, maybe sell a few automobiles, maybe some land, but Jake would get his fee. If not, 

Carl Lee could found another lawyer. (p. 123) 

 

 

The quotation shows that Brigance could not pretend in a pure judicial practice 

merely, but he must plan the mount of the money that he could received from the case by 

predicted the possibility of how Carl Lee could earn money for him.  The writer 

identified and concluded that Brigance’s planning means money. Thus, Brigance’s 

motive is money. 



2. Brigance’s Fame Motive 

There was another motive emerged from the Brigance’saction. Explicitly, Jake 

Brigance admitted to his wife and there was no objection toward his wife’s notions. 

 
‘What’re you smiling about?” Carla interrupted. 

“Nothing.” 

“Sure. You’re thinking about the trial, and the cameras, the reporters, the acquittal, and 

walking out of the courtroom, Arm around Carl lee, reporters chasing you with the 

cameras rolling, people slapping you on the back, congratulations everywhere. I know 

exactly what you’re thinking about.” 

“Then why’d you ask?” 

“To see if you admit it.” (p. 84). 

 

 

By reading the dialogs between Jake Brigance and his wife, Carla, Brigance 

confessed evidently that what he was doing was really based on his willing. In this 

time,the quotation above served us describing of Brigance’s famemotivebehind the 

perseverance to be Carl Lee’s attorney and effort to win the trial. Finally, the writer could 

conclude that the willing to be famous was the motive of Brigance. 

The following quotation would be the very evident of Brigance admitting that 

there were motives behind winning the trial. 

 
“Okay, I admit it. This case could make me famous and make us a million bucks, in the 

long run.” 

“If you win.” 

“And if you lose?” 

“I’ll win.” 

“But if you don’t?” 

“Think positive.” (p. 84). 

 

 

In the end of this analysis, the writer could conclude that from the admitting of 

Brigance, presented the real motives of Jake Brigance in accepting the case and to be the 

attorney of Carl Lee Haley, those Brigance’s motives on money and fame. 



This research paper providing additional information to expand reader knowledge 

that Motivation results from the interaction of both conscious and unconscious factors 

such as the intensity of desire or need, incentive or reward value of the goal, and 

expectations of the individual and of his or her peers. These factors are the reasons one 

has for behaving a certain way.  

In this case of the research paper, the writer finally state that the id as Brigance’s 

pleasure which came from his unconscious desire drove him into a fantastic expectations. 

Thus money and fame is visible evidently as Brigance’s motives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


