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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1.  Background of the Study 

There are many ways for human beings to express their ideas and 

thoughts. One of them is in the form of literature.  Robert and Jacobs in their 

book Fiction, An Introduction to Reading and Writing state that literature 

refers to written (and spoken) compositions created to extend stories, 

dramatize situation, and convey thoughts and emotion, and more 

importantly is to attract, stimulate, and broaden the reader. Literary work is 

not only in written form, but also in spoken form. When we read or hear a 

literary work, we can get new experience that never gained before.  

 In Writing Essay about Literature, Kelley states that literature is 

divided into three genres. Those genres are fiction, poetry, and drama. All 

those types of literary works are dramatic and imaginative but each of it has 

many common characteristics (Roberts and Jacobs, 1982:2). Kelley adds 

that the most popular genre is fiction. In this study, I am going to talk about 

fiction or prose fiction, which is a novel. Griffith adds that fiction often 

includes imaginary elements (1982:84). It is not real happened in the real 

human being. 

There are some elements of fiction such as plot, character, style, 

tone and language, symbol, and allegory, and theme (Kirzner and mandell, 
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2000:42) each element in literary work has connection with other element.. 

These elements are arranged to make a good story. In this study, the writer 

will use plot and character, especially character development to be analyzed. 

A story is a narrative event which is arranged in a time sequence. 

E. M Forster in Concise and Companion to Literature states that a plot is 

also a narrative event, the stress falling on causality. It can be included that 

all of events in a story has connection with one other and produce causality. 

One event can emerge other events and of course the relation is close. Event 

is arranged by character’s action. Annas states that a fictional plot is usually 

driven by conflict, which opposition between two elements. A story may not 

only consider of one conflict, it can be more than one. The conflict will 

develope the story itself. Besides that, Koesnosoebroto divides conflict into 

internal and external conflict. Internal conflict is conflict among a person 

and external force, such as other person, environment, nature, etc. 

According to Kelley, characters are the people in a prose fiction 

(1982:29); they could be animals, robots, or other creatures that encourage 

human abilities by the author. Characters are description of people who 

undergo the story. The characters should be lifelike (as like real people) to 

be believable, so the reader will believe their existence. In the story, 

character interacts with other character by doing action such as talks even 

though fights so they get experience that will develop their characteristics. 

Character development is a change in a character caused by human contact 

and experience (Van Moll and Kortland). 
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In this study, I will analyze Charles Dickens’s Great 

Expectations. The novel is about a person who has an expectation as a 

gentleman to impress someone. In reach his expectation, he is facing some 

conflicts that makes the story becomes interesting. 

Here, I am going to analyze Pip’s character development. I 

choose Pip because he is one of the main characters who almost appears in 

every event of the story. To prove Pip’s character development, this study 

uses plot which is arranged of several events and conflict occurs in some 

events. 

1.2. Problem Formulation 

Based on the explanation above, there are some questions to be 

answered : 

1. What are events and conflicts experienced by Pip that make up 

plot ? 

2. What are Pip’s character development through plot in Dicken’s 

Great Expectations ? 
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1.3.  Objective of the Study 

The expected answers based on problem formulation: 

1. To find out Pip’s character development in Charles Dickens’s 

Great Expectations. 

2. To find out Pip’s character development through plot. 

1.4.  Scope of the Study 

As has been mentioned earlier, I am going to analyze character 

development through plot that experienced by Pip as the main character in 

the story. Besides that, plot is chain the events. Conflict appears in some 

events of plot. I will analyze Pip’s character development by his experiences 

that gained in each event of plot. 

1.5.  Significance of the study 

This study will prove that a character can experience development 

as long the story goes in this novel that is Pip’s character development.  

Besides to broaden the literary knowledge, the writer also hopes that this 

study will give some information, especially to the students of Satya 

Wacana Christian University who are studying literature. 
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1.6. Definition of terms 

1. Plot 

According to Kelley, plot is a pattern of carefuly selected, 

causally related events that contain conflict (1982:26) 

2. Characterization 

According to Kirzner and Mandell, characterization is the way the 

writer develops character and reveals those characters’ trait to 

readers (2000:93). 

3. Character Development 

According to Van Moll and Kortland, character development is 

the changes in character because of human contact and 

experiences (1981:12). 

 


