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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

2.1.  Review of Related Studies 

One of Great Expectation criticism says that the novel shows 

many characters that have broad range of characteristics. Michael Kneeland 

says that Pip and Miss Havisham are dynamic characters. Both of them have 

changes in their characteristics to become a better person. But Pip is 

different. He has good characteristics in the beginning and the end of the 

novel but in the middle he changes to become bitter.                    

(www.goodreads .com/book/show/2623.Great_Expectations) 

The criticism above provides about the character development of 

two characters, which are Pip and Miss Havisham. They have a same 

change that is they have changes into a better person. But, my analysis I will 

analyze about Pip’s characteristic only. Here, I focus on Pip’s character 

development through plot. The analysis of Pip’s characteristics here is to 

know his character development through plot. So, my analysis is the new 

one, I never find the analysis before. 
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2.2. Review of Related Theories 

In this study, I use some books that are related to the theories of 

literature. 

2.2.1.  Plot 

 All literary work such as novel or narrative, short story, and 

drama have plot. According to Pickering in Concise and Companion to 

Literature, says that plot is the intentionally formed sequence of interrelated 

events that constitute the basic narrative structure of a novel or a short story 

(1981:14). A story is considered of more than one event, in an event there 

are some actions. Any kind of actions always include people, they are who 

do the action, may talk or doing something. Potter in Elements of 

Literarture argues that a plot by a casual sequence of events. All events in a 

plot make a chain with each other, it creates causality, and they are 

connected one with other (1967:24). An event in the sequence are often 

become the cause of other event. There are causes that produce an effect 

then there is opportunity for effects to follow cause, one thing occurs 

because of another thing. 

 In other hand, Kelley in Writing Essays about Literature 

states that plot is an arrangement of carefully selected, causally connected 

events that contains conflict (1982:26). The author choose the events that 

will be arranged carefully, because should there is causality between all 
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events. One or more of the events will be the conflict(s). An action causes 

the conflict and it causes other action occured. Besides that, Pickering says 

that the most plots should be contained more than one conflict. In a story the 

conflict is not only one, it could be two, three, or more then it will develop 

the story itself. Koesnosoebroto states that plot is unifying actions, which 

consists of little events; some of the events are conflict, the most important 

kind of action (1988: 42). All conflicts are events, but not all events are 

conflicts. 

2.2.1.1. Plot Structure 

 Pickering states that plot is often arranged of as moving 

through five distinct stages, which are :  

1. Exposition 

The Exposition is a section which the author provides the 

necessary background information, such as introducing the 

characters, describing the setting, establishing the situation, and 

giving historical background. Even the author introduces the conflict 

or the potential for the conflict. 

2. Rising Action or Complication 

The rising action or complication introduces the characters 

(if they have not already been introduced in the exposition) and the 

underlying or inciting conflict. The existing balance is broken. The 

conflict is then gradually develops and intensified. 
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3.    Climax or Crisis 

The climax or crisis is the moment at which the plot reaches 

its point of greatest emotional concentration. It consists of 

tremendous event or major conflict; it is the most intense event in 

the narrative. Climax or crisis is turning point of plot. 

1. Falling Action 

After the climax or crisis has been reached, the pressure 

subsides and the plot moves forward its appointed conclusion. The 

falling action consists of events that are such less intense then the 

climax or crisis and that lead toward resolution at the end. 

2. Resolution 

The resolution is the final section of the plot. It contains the 

outcome of the conflict in the climax or crisis and establishes new 

balance. In this stage the conflict is solved. The outcome would be 

happy or sad ending to the character. 

 2.2.2 Conflict 

  The story without conflict is not complete. Conflict arises 

when the actions gradually develop. Potter stresses that conflict is the 

outcome of an opposition between at last two sides (1967:25). May be two 
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sides are two arguments or may two opposing people. The conflict could be 

violence, a quarrel, a fighting, moreover a war. 

 Types of Conflict 

  Koesnosoebroto divides conflict into two; they are internal 

conflict and external conflict (1988:45). 

a. Internal conflict 

Internal conflict occurs in a character’s mind. It could 

conclude that the conflict is encountered by a character within 

her/him. Internal conflict in which the case to be resolved is decided 

by a character’s decision itself. Usually the conflict is the confusing 

to choose one of two equally important things. 

b. External conflict 

External conflict occurs between characters with external 

force. It may take the form of opposition between character and 

character (between the protagonist and the antagonist). It may also 

occur between character and society. A character usually described 

by the author lives is a society, they live together and exchange 

needs each other. This conflict may happen because the character 

disobeys the rules in their society. External conflict may also reflect 

on contradiction between characters and the nature or environment, 

such as with disaster, an animal, wave, etc. 
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 2.2.3 Character and characterization 

  This is impossible if we talk about a novelbut do not discuss 

about the characters. According to Pickering, characters are men and women 

whose undergoes and adventures in life form the basic of the plots of the 

narratives in which they appear (1981:23). Characters and plot have a 

relation that extremely closes, because the characters are the figures that do 

the action in almost of events in the plot. They could be men or women. Van 

Moll say that characters are the people in the novel who carry the action of 

plot (1972:11). Characters are standing central in the novel; they always 

appear in every part of plot. They are the representation of the real being, so 

they also have name, nature, behavior, and habitual that blessed by the 

author. Characters are not free of problems, because they often make many 

mistakes. They are the trouble makers in conflict, so without them there will 

be no conflicts that will make the story develop.  

  Such as in real life, the fictional characters are also blessed 

with traits, nature, and moral. Annas says that characterization is the way of 

the author to reveal what a character is like; it can take many forms 

(1990:1405). By characterization every character has their own 

distinctiveness; it may their habitual, name, traits, either. The purpose 

characterization is to make the characters lifelike and credible. 

Koesnosoebroto states that to be believable character must be consistent in 
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their behavior; they must not behave one way on one occasion and different 

on another unless there is a clearly sufficient reason for changing (1988:66). 

Roberts and Jacobs cite that the authors use some distinct ways to 

reveal information about characters (1989: 147-148) 

a. What the characters themselves say and think, if the author 

expresses their thoughts. 

 A speech could be accepted to indicate the character of a 

speaker. It sometimes reflects a momentary emotional or 

intellectual state.  

b. What characters do 

 The acts of character we can see the development of a character. 

Behaviors may signal naiveté, weakness, pretense, or conflict. 

c. What other characters say about them 

 The honest speaker will say the fact, but the enemy will say 

untrue about the character. So, before drawing conclusion we 

should consider who the speaker is, will we believe to their say 

or not. 

d. What the author say about them, (speaking as story teller or 

observer) 

 The most accurate way to observe the character’s characteristics 

is what the author words. When the authorial voice interprets 
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actions and characteristics, the author himself assumes the role of 

reader or critic, and any opinions maybe either right or wrong. 

 

 2.2.4. Character Development  

 There is a question of the reader about the reader about 

character in fiction, whether a character experience change or not. By 

characterization the reader could understand about character development. 

Van Moll and Kortland in Enjoying Literature inform that character 

development is a change in character caused by human contact and 

experiences. Because of the change, a character’s personality will be 

different from the beginning of the story until its end. The changes could be 

positive or negative (1972:12). In the real world people certainly interact 

with other characters. The experience is gained by the events that happen 

surround the character. It may in form of conflict or either. Therefore both 

factors, as like human contact and experience are affected to the change of 

character.  

2.3. Theoretical Framework 

Basically my analysis tries to find Pip’s character development 

through plot in Dicken’s Great Expectations. The theory about plot states by 

Pickering give me insight that all events in the story are closely related one 

another. His theory which says that plot is arranged by a causal sequence of 

events, give me information that there is an event that become the cause and 
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it affects other event to happen. And effect could be the cause for other 

events which are followed. 

The theory of Kelley which is stated that plot is an arrangement of 

carefully selected, causally connected events that contain conflict, it gives 

me a clue that the one or more of the events could be the conflict. It reflects 

that a story should have conflicts. 

The theory from Pickering which quoted that a plot contains more 

than one conflict; it gives me a clue a narrative has more than one conflict. 

So, I can find more than one conflict in my analysis.  

Pickering’s theory which says that plot structure that a plot is 

arranged of five distinct stages those are exposition, rising action or 

complication, climax or crisis, falling action, and resolution; it gives me 

insight that there are five sections that arranged a narrative. The events will 

be divided as the exposition, the rising action or complication, climax or 

crisis, the falling action, and the resolution. Through this way I will divide 

the events into five sections. 

The theory from Koesnosoebroto about types of conflict, it 

broadens the possible conflict faced by a character. They may Experience 

internal conflict, external conflict, or it may both of them. 

Theory from Pickering and Van Moll about character gives me 

information that character is the basic of the action; so the events will not 

happen. 
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Van Moll and Kortland’s theory about character development 

offer me information that a change in character is affected by human contact 

and experiences. It guides me to focus on the major character’s contact with 

other characters and his experiences to find his character development. 

Roberts and Jacobs’ theory about characterization, gives me 

information that I can reveal characteristics of a character by what he/her 

say and think, what they do, by what other character and author say about 

them. So, I can make quotation by the novel that will be analyzed. 

The theory from Koesnosoebroto which says that sometimes a 

character behave in one way in different situation, gives me information that 

a character behave in one way in different situation, gives me information 

that a character may have same characteristics even though he experiences 

different situation. 

 


