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Abstract  

People with differences, such as the autistics, are often not understood and considered 

strange or lower by the society and the society may not be aware that these autistics have 

been marginalized. Similarly, as an autistic and a woman Temple Grandin was often 

misunderstood and underestimated by the people around her. However, she was able to show 

that she was intelligent and had an innovative mind. Besides, she also proved that she was a 

visual thinker. Therefore, this study would like to dig out how Temple Grandin was finally 

able to gain the society‟s respect. The findings reveal that her ability to show her worth was 

partly due to the support and chances she got from her lecturer, headmaster and family. 

 

Key words:  autism, autistic, self-worth 

 

Introduction  

There have been many writings and discussions on woman issues. There have also 

been films which portray the power of woman‟s roles in the society. Even movements which 

advise and call for gender equality can be found in different parts of the world. All of them 

imply that women are generally still treated unfairly as subordinates of men. In other words, 

women are commonly marginalized because of their biological sex.  

Besides gender, there are other things which make individuals be marginalized. One 

of them is being different from the so-called normal people are, such as being autistic. 

According to MedTerm online medical dictionary, “autism is spectrum of neuropsychiatric 

disorders characterized by deficits in social interaction and communication, and unusual and 

repetitive behavior” (line 1). Although medicine and psychology have greatly developed, the 
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autistic are usually considered hyperactive, strange,  uncontrollable or merely one who needs 

special treatment. The existence of schools for autistic children is  a proof of how they are 

assumed to be unable to learn in schools designed for „normal‟ children. Therefore, it would 

be interesting to examine how Temple Grandin is treated since she is an autistic women and 

she have two reasons to be marginalized; i.e. because of her biological sex and her inability to 

interact, communicate and behave as „normal‟ people do. For this reason, I would like to 

scrutinize Temple Grandin, a movie which portrays how a society perceives its autistic 

female member. The movie is interesting to examine since it takes Dublin in 1960s as its 

setting. In that era, autism was not as well-understood as it is today. Besides, the movie also 

visualizes how that particular autistic person is finally respected. 

There are other reasons why I chose a movie as the object of my study. Movies offer 

pleasureable scenes, dramatic situations and vivid descriptions of the characters. Since films 

are presented visually, the filmmakers can communicate the message more clearly to the 

audience; for example, the audience can catch it from the gestures of each character. As 

Johnson and Bone state, the language of film is much easier to learn and understand (48). 

Moreover, in this modern era the film makers use sophisticated technology in making their 

films, so the audience can enjoy many amazing pictures and sound effects. As Giannetti 

states, “Film is a more complex medium in story telling than the traditional arts because it 

combines language systems, idea, and emotions at the same time” (402). As a result, by 

watching film, we can better understand what the film director or the scriptwriter actually 

wants to say to the audience. Therefore, Temple Grandin can be a good means to make the 

society aware that an autistic female is also a capable human being. 

Considering the above discussion, this study would like to find the answers to the 

following research questions: “How can Temple Grandin, an autistic woman, gain respect 
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from society?”  This fits the focus of this study; i.e. how Grandin, who is an autistic woman, 

lives in the society and interacts with other people, and how she deals with her daily 

problems in her society. 

Reading this study report, readers are expected to develop a better understanding of 

autism and the autistics. The findings of this study are also expected to enable readers to treat 

autistic women better and see them as equal human beings. Besides, the discussion presented 

in this study report is hoped to make the readers more critical in watching movies. 

Autism 

 Autism : A spectrum of neuropsychiatric disorders characterized by deficits in social 

interaction and communication, and unusual and repetitive behavior. Some, but not all, 

people with autism are non-verbal. Autism is normally diagnosed before age six and may be 

diagnosed in infancy in some cases. The degree of autism varies from mild to severe in 

different children. Severely afflicted patients can appear profoundly retarded. The cause (or 

causes) of autism are not yet fully understood. However, it is believed that at least some cases 

involve an inherited or acquired genetic defect. ( MedTerm online Dictionary, April 7
th

 2011) 

 According to an estimate made by the National Association for Mental Health in the 

early 1960‟s, over one-half million children in the United States suffer from “severe 

emotional disturbance,” sometimes diagnostically referred to as psychotic, borderline 

psychotic, schizophrenic, or autistic. Such children are said to be confused as to their 

identities and unable to relate normally to persons, objects, and situations (Arnstien 1). 

According to Lotter‟s that autism occurs in about four or five out every ten thousand children, 

notes that though such a figure might prompt one to conclude that autism is rare, autism is 

actually more common than blindness and nearly as common as deafness in children (qtd. 

Rutter 61).  
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 The autistic child spends many of his waking hours engaged in self-stimulatory, 

bizarre, and often self-destructive behavior (Lovans 1). He may sit in the corner for hours 

staring intently at his fingers or at shiny object, rocking back and forth all the while. He may 

make hundred as ritualistic gestures during the day, moving his hands and fingers in a fixed 

pattern, pulling at his hair, twisting his face into strange expressions. The autistic child also 

engages in acts of self-mutilation, especially if he is nonverbal (Shodell and Reiter n.p). He 

scratches, pinches, and strike himself. He bites at his arms and shoulders, rising huge calluses 

and welts, and sometimes tearing his flesh (Lovaas 1).  

 Although the characteristics of autism vary from one person to another, they are 

generally divided into difficulty with social communication, difficulty with social interaction, 

and difficulty with social imagination (MedTerm Online Dictionary). People with autism 

have difficulties with both verbal and non-verbal language. Many have a very literal 

understanding of language, and think people always mean exactly what they say. They can 

find it difficult to use or understand facial expression or tone of voice (MedTerm Online 

Dictionary). 

 Even in the presence of his parents, the autistic child seems alone. They pays little or 

no attention to others, avoiding not only physical contact but even the gaze of others (Loovas, 

n.p; Hutt and Ounsted, n.p). Half of all autistic children are mute (Rimland 46). Those who 

do have speech, however, do not use it to communicate. They either endlessly repeats words 

they have heard at some time or another, or they imitate in a meaningless fashion what others 

say to them (Lovaas and Kassorla, n.p). 

 People with these disorders are affected differently, but all require specialized 

assistance and support. The best way to help a person with an autistic disorder is to 

understand how the following three areas of difficulty affect their view of the world. 
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Communication: Autism affects the ability of a person to understand the meaning and 

purpose of body language and the spoken and written word. Words can be misunderstood, 

interpreted literally or not understood at all. Other people‟s feelings and emotions can also be 

difficult to understand.  

Social interaction: Social interaction is an essential part of life for most people. For autistic 

people, being sociable is difficult, scary and very confusing. Some appear to withdraw and 

become isolated; others try very hard to be sociable but never seem to get it right. People with 

autism can find friendships difficult.  

Behavior: Impairments in Communication and Social Interaction produce a range of 

behaviors that have become linked with autism spectrum disorders. These may include: Some 

early infant behaviors can clue parents in to potential problems before a formal test or a 

pediatrician (child doctor) visit might. Please note that seeing any or several of these does not 

necessarily indicate autism, but once you detect a pattern of the behaviors below to consult a 

developmental specialist (qtd. in “What is it about, how to deal with it?”) 

How is autism treated?  

There is no cure for ASDs.  Therapies and behavioral interventions are designed to remedy 

specific symptoms and can bring about substantial improvement.  The ideal treatment plan 

coordinates therapies and interventions that meet the specific needs of individual children.  

Most health care professionals agree that the earlier the intervention, the better.  

Educational/behavioral interventions:  Therapists use highly structured and intensive skill-

oriented training sessions to help children develop social and language skills, such as Applied 

Behavioral Analysis.  Family counseling for the parents and siblings of children with an ASD 

often helps families cope with the particular challenges of living with a child with an ASD.  
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Medications:  Doctors may prescribe medications for treatment of specific autism-related 

symptoms, such as anxiety, depression, or obsessive-compulsive disorder.  Antipsychotic 

medications are used to treat severe behavioral problems.  Seizures can be treated with one or 

more anticonvulsant drugs.  Medication used to treat people with attention deficit disorder 

can be used effectively to help decrease impulsivity and hyperactivity.  

Other therapies:  There are a number of controversial therapies or interventions available, 

but few, if any, are supported by scientific studies.  Parents should use caution before 

adopting any unproven treatments.  Although dietary interventions have been helpful in some 

children, parents should be careful that their child‟s nutritional status is carefully followed. 

(qtd  in “What is it about, how to deal with it?”) 

 In conclusion, because an autistic has a difficulty in communicating with other 

people, they need others and chances to socialize. All people in the world are created with 

strengths and weaknesses. They deserved to be loved just the way they are because nobody is 

perfect. We should not think that only a normal person can do something meaningful, but 

someone who is autistic also can do something amazing. We can solve the problems of 

course by our willingness and also supports from people in our surrounding.  

Movie summary 

Temple Grandin is an autistic woman who overcomes the limitations imposed on her 

by her condition to become an expert in the field of animal husbandry. She developed an 

interest in cattle early in life while spending time at her Aunt and Uncle‟s ranch. She did not 

speak until the age of four and had difficulty through high school, mostly in dealing with 

people. Her mother was very supportive as were some of her teachers. She is noted for 

creating her “hug box or squeeze machine”, which is widely recognized today as a way of 

relieving stress and her humane design for the treatment of cattle. 
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Discussion 

 To examine how Temple Grandin gains respect from the society, the discussion will 

be divided into two sections; i.e. how the society first treats Temple Grandin and how Temple 

Grandin gains respect. 

 

How the society first treat Temple Grandin 

Although the characteristics of autism vary from one person to another, they are 

generally divided into difficulty with social communication, difficulty with social interaction, 

and difficulty with social imagination (MedTerm Online Dictionary). People with autism 

have difficulties with both verbal and non-verbal language. Many have a very literal 

understanding of language, and think people always mean exactly what they say. They can 

find it difficult to use or understand facial expression or tone of voice (MedTerm Online 

Dictionary). The following quotation represents the difficulties an autistic has: 

Aunt: Why do not you want to go to college? 

00:13:29 

Temple: People. I do not understand people. At least the people at school know, I do 

not understand them and some of them are my friends anyway. 

00:13:35 

Aunt: What do not you understand? 

00:13:41 

Temple: Girls get all goofy over boys. They talk about silly pop groups and clothes 

and say things like “why are you so grumpy? When I‟m happy, and I say, 

“Cannot you see I‟m thinking? And cannot you see I‟m sad?” And I do not 

know what they‟re talking about.  

00 : 14: 04 

  

The above dialog shows that Temple Gandin cannot understand what her friends‟ expressions 

mean. She also does not understand what her friend‟s statement means or what her friends 

talk about. This indicates that she has difficulty with social communication. Temple‟s 

problem fits what experts say about the autistic that it is not easy for them to interact with 

people around them (MedTerm Online Dictionary). As a result, people with autism find it 
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hard to form friendship (MedTerm Online Dictionary). Therefore, Temple loves to be alone. 

Her tendency not to mingle with her friends may also be caused by her friends‟ response to 

her being autistic.  

Because they often cannot understand her, she is often treated badly by her 

classmates, who looked at her with a strange face and called her weirdo, as reflected in the 

following quotation:  

Temple: Why are there so many fishes in French? 

(Her classmate laughs at her) 

00:42:40 

Classmate: French fish!! French fish!! 

00:42:43 

  

 The incident described in the above quotation happened when Temple was at high 

school. Temple‟s difficulty with language (MedTerm Online Dictionary) makes her an object 

to be laughed at. This shows that they do not understand her. Even they may think that 

Temple is foolish to ask such a question so that they laughed at her. Besides, Temple got a 

new name; i.e. “French Fish”. The nickname also reflects that her friends cannot understand 

her. In turns, they do not tolerate Temple‟s difference so that they mock her. The humiliation 

that Temple experiences implies that her friends do not respect her or consider her equal to 

them. In short, an autistic has to deal with two difficulties or obstacles: one comes from 

herself and the other comes from the people around her. 

Her classmates‟ reaction seems to discourage Temple, if it is not a traumatic 

experience for her. The following quotation describes what the incident means to Temple. 

1
st
 day at college 

Teacher: Is Temple Grandin at our class? 

00:26:00 

Temple: No, I don‟t want to study French. I want to learn science.  

(Her classmate look strange to Temple and some of them laugh because of her) 

00:26:03 

Teacher: Read the page, please. 

00:26:06 

Temple: Read it?  
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00:26:10 

Teacher: And what it says? 

00:26:12 

Temple: Reading the book 

00:26: 13 

Teacher: (come close to Temple). You learned it? 

00:26:16 

Temple: I just looked at it. Then I have the page in my mind and can read of the page. 

I see picture and connect them. 

(Some of her friends grumble that she is weird) 

00:26:18 

 

The incident in the French class seems to leave a long impact to Temple so that she does not 

want to study French. However, her preference is ignored since the teacher asked her to read 

the text.  The teacher and classmates‟ responses show that as normal people, they do not 

really know how the autistics think about something or how they feel about something. So, 

when Temple made a mistake, they consider her strange. On the other hand, people with 

autism often have difficulty recognizing or understanding other‟s people emotions and 

feelings, and expressing their own, which can make it more difficult for them to fit in socially 

(MedTerm Online Dictionary, 1). When Temple was asked to read, she just looked at the text 

so that her teacher thought she was learning it. However, her teacher‟s question does not 

make her realize that she does not do what she is supposed to do. 

 Being an autistic, Temple performs differently from the other students, as reflected in 

the following quotation: 

Teacher: She is bad. 

00:45:52 

Math teacher: Try teaching her mathematics. Her algebra‟s hopeless. 

00:45:55 

French teacher: Why are there so many fish in French?  

00:45:59 
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The teachers‟ opinions about Temple show that they expect her to perform as the so-

called normal students do. This means that those teachers do not understand that an autistic 

perceives and responds to things differently. As a result, they fail to help Temple learn in a 

regular school meant for normal learners. Some teachers give up helping Temple and they 

just ignore her. For example, when she was making her “squeeze machine” her teacher thinks 

that her machine is sexual machine as reflected in following quotations:  

Teacher: So when you got in your machine, did it make you feel like a cow? 

00:29:06 

Temple: No, I didn‟t feel like a cow. 

00:29:12 

Teacher: But it gave you pleasure? 

00:29:14 

Temple: It made me feel good, gentle. 

00:29:17 

Teacher: The hug made you feel good? 

00:29:20 

Temple: Yes. 

00:29:22 

Teacher: But you don‟t like to be touched by people. 

00:29:24 

Temple: No. 

00:29:25 

Teacher: Do you like to touch yourself? 

00:29:26 

Temple: Touching my self‟s okay. 

00:29:28 

Teacher: But, when the squeeze machine touches you it feels better? 

00:29:34 

Temple: Yes. 

00:29:38 

Teacher: It gives you release? 

00:29:42 

Temple: Yes. There is release. 

00:29:46 

Actually the squeeze machine was designed for her because she had a sensory integration 

disfunction and disliked physical affection by people. The machine hugs both sides of her to 

calm her down, as she controls the pressure, and it makes her relaxed whenever she becomes 

tense. The dialog reflects the teacher‟s confusion about an autistic. His detailed questions 

make the conversation sound like an interrogation reflects that while he tries to satisfy his 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sensory_integration_dysfunction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sensory_integration_dysfunction
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curiosity, he may neglect Temple‟s feeling. They also show that an autistic cannot give 

satisfactory explanation to a question, which reflects their difficulty with language (MedTerm 

Online Dictionary 1). On the other hand, the detailed questions may represent the teacher‟s 

willingness to understand Temple as an autistic. However, in doing it, the teacher may sound 

rude to the „ears of the so-called normal people‟ although he may not to an autistic. It also 

happens to Temple in a new environment, when Temple was about to work in Scotdalls, she 

is also not understood by Don M the ranch owner, because she acted differently. Instead of 

paying attention to her future employer, Temple was attracted to the cattle. 

Don M: Excuse me there, buddy, you okay? 

01:03:03 

Professor: That‟s a girl, Ms. Grandin. 

01; 03:08 

Don M: Miss, are you with us, here? 

01:03:10 

Temple: I was listening to the cattle. 

01:03:13 

First, the ranch owner thought Temple was a man most probably because a ranch is usually 

thought as a place for men to work in. Second, the ranch owner seems to be confused because 

Temple does not pay attention to him and her teacher. What Temple did fits Lovans‟ idea that 

an autistic child spends many of his waking hours engaged in self-stimulatory, bizarre, and 

often self-destructive behavior (1). Temple‟s behavior also fits Arnstien‟s suggestion that an 

autistic is unable to relate normally to persons, objects, and situations (1). 

 Because Temple Grandin is an autistic, she is often not understood by people around 

her. Worse, she sometimes becomes an object of laugh and humiliation. She is also 

considered stupid or foolish even by her teachers. Their curiosity or efforts to know her better 

may sound as if they do not care about how she feels. 
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How Temple Grandin gains respect. 

 As an autistic who has often experienced being not understood by the people around 

her, Temple Grandin tries to make people understand her, and people with autism in general, 

by sharing her experience in  her book, titled Thinking in Picture. In the book Temple states 

that “Thinking in pictures serves as a great bridge between course material and the real world 

experience of working with people with disability” (Grandin18). When she gets information 

or learns something new she puts it in a sketch and she can capture it in her mind like taking a 

photo. After that she will tell the others what she thinks about it although her friends and 

teachers sometimes don‟t understand what she means. Temple must think it is necessary to 

explain what thinking in pictures means because normal people sometimes do not have 

ability to think in picture like the autistic do, so it makes it difficult for them to understand 

what the autistic think. Because Temple discusses topics and concepts from her personal 

experience (Grandin 18), the book is a proof of her success as well as and people‟s 

acceptance and admiration of her as an autistic.  

There are three things which prove that as an autistic Temple has a great mind and 

that she is a good visual thinker. First, Temple was able to finish Dr. Carlock‟s assignment 

when she was at high school. Second, during her college years, she managed to prove that her 

squeeze machine was not a sexual device. Finally, she can work well at the ranch after she 

has graduated. 

In her high school, Temple‟s science teacher, Dr. Carlock, asked his students to watch 

a movie about optical illusions, and then do the assignment. While watching the movie, 

Temple suddenly stood up and asked “How did they do that?” The question Temple asked 

indicates that she is a critical student because it shows that she is curious about how 

something changes or works. This is interesting since the other students, who are considered 
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„normal‟, did not ask that question. Dr. Carlock‟s response supports that Temple‟s question is 

something the students actually should ask, as reflected in the quotation below: 

Dr. Carlock: That‟s right, Temple. And it was a room built with distorted perspective. 

00:48:11 

Temple: But, how? 

00:48:12 

Dr. Carlock: Well, do you think you could figure it out? Maybe if you visualized it? 

And if you build one, I‟ll give you extra credit.  

00:48:20 

 

Dr. Carlock‟s positive view of Temple‟s ability is also seen when he challenges Temple to 

find the answer herself. This means that he thinks Temple is clever, even more intelligent 

than the other students, because he does not explicitly offer the challenge to the class. He did 

not address the whole class when he said „…do you think you could figure it out?.... The 

extra credit he promised may be meant to encourage Temple to do it.  

Dr. Carlock‟s acknowledgment of Temple‟s intelligence and ability is also shown 

when Temple found difficulty in doing the assignment. Instead of asking Temple to stop 

working on it, he gave Temple a clue as Temple asked.  

Dr. Carlock: Success Temple? 

00:50:00 

Temple: No! Give me a clue, please! 

00:50:04 

Dr. Carlock: You have to think of all the features in the room, the walls, the floors, the 

ceilings, the doors. 

00:50:12 

Temple: Got it! 

00:50:14 

(Temple finishes the assignment and builds the room also) 

Temple: Well, as you can see, the horses are the exact same size. And here is the 

room. 

00:50:29 

Dr. Carlock: You‟ve already gone through this, right? You saw. Well, you can tell 

that. That‟s how she painted it. This is what she was working on the other day. I want 

to go through this, it‟s a strange optical illusion. 

00:50:32 

Headmaster: Temple, congratulations. I think this deserves a round of applause. 
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Dr. Carlock‟s acknowledgment of Temple‟s achievement and the headmaster‟s 

compliment prove that describing autistic people are nothing is just illogical. Temple is an 

example. By building the optical illusion room with the same object; i.e. a horse, as the one 

she saw in the movie, she shows that she is not different, if not better from her classmates, in 

terms of ability and thinking skills. As a result, her friends were amazed and some of them 

felt guilty that they had nicknamed Temple as weirdo (00:26:15). Temple‟s classmates‟ regret 

implies that they acknowledge her as one of them. In other words, Temple‟s superior ability 

makes her be accepted by her friends. Even, her teacher and headmaster indirectly use her 

higher intelligence to show to the other students that she may be different, but in a positive 

way. 

If the teacher and the headmaster indirectly help Temple to show her worth, her 

family also supports her. For example, to show to the teacher that Temple could make and 

prove that her squeeze machine was not sexual device, Temple and her Aunt met the lecturers 

(00:32:00).  Her Aunt tells to the lecture that the device can make Temple get calmer and 

concentrate when she has difficult time.   

Teacher: Look, all this does is to convince me. That we are not equipped to deal with 

Ms. Grandin‟s needs. 

00:32:49 

Aunt: It makes her a better student. She is able to concentrate, to interact with others 

more easily.  

00:32:54 

Teacher: This isn‟t very scientific. There is no empirical evidence. 

00:32:58 

Temple: I can do an experiment. I can . . . I can see how it works on other people. I 

can measure heart rates. I think it will work on everyone. 

00:33:05 

Teacher: Let‟s talk frankly
1
. I‟m not sure you can get anything from being at Franklin 

Pierce. 

00:33:08 

Aunt: listen to what she‟s saying. She wants to do her own science experiment, 

something you can evaluate in her psychology course. 

00:33:15 

                                                 
1
 Frankly: refers to the students who study at Franklin Pierce College. 
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Temple sounds confident when she challenges the teacher by saying that she can do an 

experiment because she is assertive. Her family‟s support must be an important factor. 

Temple‟s idea to ask other people to get inside the machine to prove that the machine works 

for „normal‟ people actually implies her opinion that she is not different from other people. 

The teacher also supports her because she is given the chance to prove herself. In this case, 

her environment helps her prove her worth although she is an autistic. 

In the experiment, Temple asked her dorm friends to get into her squeeze machine. 

After they had got out of the squeeze machine, she asked them to describe if they felt 

claustrophobic, constricted, no different, comfortable or relaxed. Their answers show that 

they feel relaxed and comfortable when they are inside the squeeze machine. These 

participants‟ answers actually reflect that in a certain way an autistic is not different from the 

so-called „normal‟ people. By doing the experiment, Temple shows she is not nothing but a 

worthy member of her society. 

Because Temple could prove that the squeeze machine was not sexual device and got 

an excellent result from the experiment, the teachers allow her to keep that machine in her 

room as stated in the following dialog: 

Teacher: Ms. Grandin 

00:53:00 

Temple: I talked to my old teacher Dr. Carlock and he said I should stress that it 

wasn‟t that I hadn‟t done the work because I had, but I‟d collected way too much data 

and backed it up with far too many citations, that I need extra time just to make it 

coherent. But if you look at this result, you‟ll see that it‟s not just me, but in fact, a 

majority of people who become calmer when using my machine. And that really 

makes a clear case for me keeping it.  

00:54:15 

Teacher: Leave it, here 

00:54:18 

Temple: This is my important work.  

00:54:22 

Teacher: You used a control group? 

00:54:44 
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Temple: They were tested resting, seated, and most of them got bored. Page four. 

00:54:49 

Teacher: This is excellent. And I think it will be a good grade. 

00:54:58 

Temple: So I keep my machine. In that case, I‟ll stay.  

00:55:06 
 

The lecturer‟s compliment when he said “This is excellent. And I think it will be a good 

grade”, represents an acknowledgment of Temple‟s ability and worth, especially as a student.  

Temple also becomes a speaker in her graduation day. It implied in her appointment to 

represent the other graduates in the school, i.e. students and teachers, acknowledgment of her 

worth. In other words, Temple has proved that as an autistic she is able to do and achieve 

what the so-called normal people do. 

However no journey comes without difficulties, this happens to Temple‟s when she 

was for the first time working in the Scotdalls. The cowboys underestimated her and assumed 

that she was not qualified to work in there (01:03:03—01:03:13). Instead of feeling 

pessimistic, Temple wrote articles about cattle and cattle dip in Arizona Newspaper so that 

she becomes famous. The publishing of her articles show that she has bright, innovative 

ideas. This is also proven when she met Ted Gilbert from John Wayne‟s Red River Feedlot.   

Ted Gilbert: I‟m Ted Gilbert, from John Wayne‟s Red River Feedlot. 

01:24:07 

Temple: Hello, I‟m very pleased to meet you. 

01:24:09 

Ted Gilbert: i‟ve been reading your stuff. How‟d you like to put it into practice? See, i 

lost my designer and i need a new cattle dip. Can you do it? It‟s pretty simple, but i 

got to present plans in five days. 

01:24:22 

Temple: Sure.  

01:24:25 

 

Mr. Ted‟s offer gives  Temple  a challenge to present her plans and prove that her device can 

work well. His offer is an acknowledgment to Temple‟s ability. This means Temple should 

do the research on how cattle can walk easily into the water. This sounds very difficult for 

non-autistic. However, it is easy for an autistic to watch closely because they have very good 
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imagination in their mind. Difficulties with social imagination should not be confused with a 

lack of imagination (qtd in autismsussexx.org.uk). Many people with autism are very 

creative.  

Temple know the answer and she start to make the drawing paper and the device. 

After she finishes her work, she presents the device to Mr. Ted Gilbert and the man from 

“cattle magazine”, as reflected in the quotation below:  

Ted Gilbert: Hei, Temple. This here is Red Harris from “Cattle” magazine. 

01:26:24 

Temple: Nice to meet you. 

01:26:27 

Ted Gilbert: So, i thought we had give him a sneak preview. 

01:26:29 

Red Harris: So, Temple, will you put some cattle through your dip while I‟m here? 

01:26:32 

Temple: Okay, hey open yhe gate! (then, she explain how her “cattle dip” work) 

So, if the handlers walk slowly clockwise outside the chute, then the cow will walk 

counter clockwise through the chute. See? They‟ll just follow that curve. The cattle 

just keep calmly walking, thinking they‟re going in circles and following their 

buddies. And they‟re happy to follow a curve because they think they‟re going back to 

where they come from. They‟re okay because it‟s grooved and they know they won‟t 

slip. So when they take next step, their center of gravity makes them drop calmly into 

the dip and they just walk through the water. 

01:27:22 

Red Harris: “I don‟t usually tell people what I‟m going to write, but Ms Grandin, this 

is a masterpiece”. 

01:27:42 

 

The quotation above proves that Temple can finish her job and we can see that Mr. Ted 

Gilbert and Red Harris from cattle magazine were amazed and satisfied with the explanation. 

Red Harris also said that Temple work is masterpiece, which is not only an acknowledgment 

but a compliment that what Tempe has done is an achievement. 

From the discussion above, it can be concluded that, as a woman with abnormal 

condition that is autistic, Temple suffered because she was underestimated by her friends, 

teachers and the men in society. Even though she tried to prove that she could do all things 

like others, she still had difficulties, especially because she is an autistic girl. However, the 
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opportunity, encouragement and compliment her teachers give her help her to be respected 

by her schoolmates and society. 

 

Conclusion  

The discussion has revealed how Temple Grandin finally gains respect from the 

society. Initially, as an autistic and a woman, Temple is not understood by her classmates, 

teachers and future employers because she sometimes behaves differently from what people 

usually do in similar situations. She is also thought to be stupid. However, they later 

acknowledge and, even, praise her intelligence and ability. There are three achievements that 

make the society change their opinion about her. First, Temple was able to finish Dr. 

Carlock‟s assignment when she was at high school. Second, during her college years, she 

managed to prove that her squeeze machine was not a sexual device. Finally, she can work 

well at the ranch after she has graduated.  

However, Temple is able to make these three achievements with the help of several 

people, who are all men. They are Dr. Carlock, her science teacher and the headmaster. By 

giving Temple a chance and complimenting her ability in front of the other students, they 

indirectly build Temple‟s awareness of her strengths and self-worth so that she is confident 

and able to realize her talent and gain respect from her classmates as well as the society.  
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