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AN ANALYSIS OF ONE JAKMANIA AND ONE VIKING PERCEPTIONS AND 

EXPERIENCESIN IN RELATION TO THE MOVIE “ROMEO AND JULIET 

INDONESIA” WITH JAKAMANIA-VIKING CONFLICT AS A BACKGROUND: 

A CASE STUDY    

 

Abstract 

 

This study aimed to analyze how the Movie “Romeo and Juliet Indonesia” 

influences the subjects who were one Jakmania and one Viking, by using reception 

theory. The conflict between Jakmania and Viking started many years ago. In addition, 

this study uses a film entitled Romeo and Juliette Indonesia that presents a complicated 

love story between a couple who come from the two conflicting football supporters, 

Jakmania and Viking as the background. The initial aim of this movie was to unite the 

two parties from their never ending conflicts. However, to find out whether the movie 

met its original purpose, the interviews were conducted with one Jakmania and one 

Viking, to know their perception toward the movie as well as their rival‟s football team‟s 

supporters before and after watching the film. This study found that both of the subjects 

thought that the movie failed to promote peace among the two conflicted parties since 

there were too many violence and insulting scenes that reminded them of the bad 

memories they had experienced related to the conflicts they faced in person. In contrast, 

they claimed that watching the movie had increased their hatred toward the rival‟s 

football supporters. In conclusion, according to the subjects, the initial purpose of making 

this movie was not met. 

Keywords: Jakmania, Viking, conflict, Perception 

Introduction 

Indonesia‟s football supporter conflict startedmany years ago. The immaturity of football 

supporters in Indonesia now becomes the factor that impedes the development of many football 

clubs in Indonesia. It is shown by the anarchist actions that are done by many individual 

supporters. The Jakmania and Viking are two big groups of football supporters in Indonesia 

which have a very high-tension of rivalry. The Jakmania is supporters of Persija Jakarta Football 

Teams that was established since the emerge of Ligina (Indonesian League) in December 19, 

1997. The headquarters and secretariats of The Jakmania are located in LebakBulus Stadium 
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(Falahudin 2). In contrast, Viking Persib Club is a community, not an organization or fans club 

which has a lot of formal rules to follow. Each member of Viking Persib club or Vikers, is 

considered as part of the “family”. They have their own way to solve the problems inside the 

community. In Viking‟s point of view, supporters are not just the audience of the match, bu they 

have to keep supporting Persib football teams inside and outside the stadium, in good and bad 

conditions (Muhammad 1). The beginning of the rivalry between these supporters started when 

there is a match between Pesija Jakarta and Persib Bandung in LebakBulus Stadium in Ligina 6, 

2000. There were a lot of Vikers that came to watch that match. Ironically, the numbers of 

Vikers were more than the numbers of Jakmania that came to watch the match in the stadium. 

Started from this event, envy rose from the side of Jakmania that felt as if their own land and 

stadium was “governed” by the Vikers (Fachri 1).  

Moreover, the conflicts between Jakmania and Viking were often highlighted by the mass 

media. Until now, the conflict between these sides of supporters often ended by clash, riot, and 

material damages. The expression of hatred between the supporters also happens when their 

football favorite clubs meet in a football match.  

Inspired by the conflict that started in 2000, an Indonesian movie director, Andy Bachtiar 

Yusuf created a tragic love movie entitled Romeo and Juliet Indonesia. This movie tells about a 

complicated love story between a couple, and also a conflict and fanatism that happens between 

Jakmania and Viking. The complicated love story here happens to the boy who is a Jakmania, 

and the girl who is a lady Viking. Their relationship is not supported by their community and 

family because their friends and family think that the boy and the girl have different background 

of society and they should be objected hostilely. There are a lot of violence scenes that happens 
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between Jakmania and Viking in the movie. In addition, at the end of the movie, the male dies, 

and there is a kind of conscious thought of the Vikings to create peace with their rival, Jakmania.  

Based on this phenomenon and film, the research was doneto find out about how the 

movie may influence research‟s subjects, and to know the subjects‟ perceptions toward the 

movie itself.  

Therefore, the research question is: 

 What are one Jakmania and one Viking‟s perception toward the film “Romeo and Juliet 

Indonesia”?  

It is expected that this study will give better understanding to the readers, that literary 

works in any form, such as films, novels, poems, etc, may influence those who enjoy them. 

Furthermore, by having this understanding, it is hoped that the creators of any literary works, for 

instance movie directors, novel authors, poets, etc, will also get better knowledge that their work 

may affects broad members of the society so that they can produce literary works which may 

bring more positive effect in the future. 

 

Theoretical Discussion 

Reception Theory 

Holub characterizes Reception Theory as “a general shift in concern from the author and 

the work to the text and the reader. Reception theory reflects a paradigm shift in the history of 

literature, and it is considered “a reaction to social, intellectual, and literary developments. 

According to Holub, Reception Theory was a revolutionary approach to contemporary literary 

criticism (qtd. in Kinoshita 2) 
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Hall is one of the main proponents of reception theory, who have developed it for media 

and communication studies from the literary- and history-oriented approaches. This approach to 

textual analysis focuses on the scope for "negotiation" and "opposition" on the part of the 

audience. This means that a "text"—be it a book, movie, or other creative work—is not simply 

passively accepted by the audience, but that the reader/viewer interprets the meanings of the text 

based on their individual cultural background and life experiences(qtd. in Haigh 7-8). In essence, 

the meaning of a text is not inherent within the text itself, but is created within the relationship 

between the text and the reader. 

Reception analysis provides a means of understanding media texts by understanding how 

these texts are read or viewed by audiences. An important concept of reception theory is that the 

media texts—the individual movie or television program—hasno inherent meaning in and of 

itself. Instead, meaning is created in the interaction between spectator and the text; in other 

words, meaning is created as the viewer watches and processes the media text. 

Reception theory places the audience in context, taking into account all of the various 

factors that might influence how she or he will read and construct meaning from the text, such as 

in form of still images, moving images, or written. 

According to McQuail, audience is seen as an interpretative community who perceives 

message and produces meaning, not a passive individual who just accepts meaning produced by 

mass media. (qtd. in Hadi 5).  By this theory, audiences are the subjects of the research. Two 

subjects; one Jakmania and one Viking are chosen in this research. In particular, this study will 

examine the analysis of audiences‟ reception, to see the subjects‟ film interpretation after seeing 

the movie Romeo and Juliet Indonesia. The definition for perception in Merriam Webster‟s 

dictionary is, “a result of perceiving” where to perceive means “to attain awareness or 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Hall_%28cultural_theorist%29
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understanding of … to regard as being such” (qtd. in Gebremichael, Goodchild, Nygaard 2). In 

this study, subjects, become the interesting point of the research, because they may have various 

responses after watching the film. 

Theoretical framework 

Here is how the theoretical framework of this study looks like:  

             

Figure 1 The theoretical framework of the study 

Steps in collecting data 

A data collection step in this research is giving questions to one Jakmania and one Viking, 

where the steps are: 

1. One Jakmania and one Viking are chosen to be the subjects. 

2. The subjects are asked to watch the film Romeo and Juliet. 

3. After they have watched the film, the subjects will be interviewed to know their 

perceptions toward the movie. 

4. The interviews above are done by using in-depth interviewing technique. 

5. After the data has been collected, then it will be analyzed by using a qualitative 

narratives method to answer the research questions. 

 

Data analysis technique 

First of all, the data will be obtained by using an in-depth-interview technique. In-depth-

interview technique will be used to get the data from the subjects. Boyce (3) explains that In-

 

The movie “Romeo and 

Julliet Indonesia 

One Jakmania’s 

perception toward the 

movie 

One Viking’s 

perception toward 

the movie 
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depth interviewing is a qualitative research technique that involves conducting intensive 

individual interviews with a small number of respondents to explore their perspectives on a 

particular idea, program, or situation. In-depth interviews are used to obtain the reaction 

reception and interpretation from the subjects toward text media, so the honest and open answers 

according to the theme chosen will be got.  

Furthermore, an analysis will be conducted. The analysis technique that is used in this 

study is reception analysis technique, which is obtained from the interpretation of in depth 

interviews which are conducted to answer the research problem. The informants are chosen 

purposively by considering to the variation based on the background of socio-cultural context. 

In conclusion, this technique is used in order to get the original and complex opinions of 

the subjects after watching the film.  

In depth interview is used in this research to get the expected answers, so that through 

this interview, we can know the reasons, motivations, arguments, or the basis of one person‟s 

opinion. People tend to become more comfortable discussing a topic deeply, in this case the 

subjects discussing a topic of movies like Romeo and Juliet Indonesia. 

 

The questions that will be asked include: 

Part I: 

1. Descriptive respondents, gender, age, education background, city of origin, and occupation.  

2. Why do you join Viking or Jakmania? 

3. What Viking or Jakmania community do you join in? 

4. How long have you been in the community? 

5. What are the activities that are done by your community?  

6. How often do you include in your community‟s activities? 
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7. What are the benefits joining in that community? 

8. What are the disadvantages joining in that community? 

The questions above are asked to know more about the subjects themselves and their community.  

Part II: 

For Jakmania subject: 

1. What is the importance of Persija Jakarta for you? 

2. Do you know Viking?   

3. If you know Viking, who are they? 

4. How is Viking attitude in a football match and outside the football match?  

5. What is your opinion about Viking‟s existence in Indonesian football?  

6. What are Viking‟s contributions for the improvement of Indonesian football? 

7. What has Viking done to Jakmania? 

8. In your opinion, how is the relationship between Jakmania and Viking? What should the 

relationship be? Why? 

9. If you have a chance to meet Viking, what are you going to do or to say to them? 

For Viking Subject: 

1. What is the importance of Persib Bandung for you? 

2. Do you know Jakmania?  

3. If you know Jakmania, who are they? 

4. How is Jakmania attitude in a football match and outside the football match?  

5. What is your opinion about Jakmania‟s existence in Indonesian football?  

6. What are Jakmania contributions for the improvement of Indonesian football? 

7. What has Jakmania done to Viking? 
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8. In your opinion, how is the relationship between Viking and Jakmania? What should the 

relationship be? 

9. If you have a chance to meet Jakmania, what are you going to do or to say to them? 

Before conducting the interview, the writer distributed a copy of “Romeo and Juliet 

Indonesia” movie to the participants to watch. After that, the questions above are asked to find 

out about their background experience related to their favorite team and their rival team. Next, a 

set of questions about their perception regarding to the movie, as indicated in part III below, is 

asked. 

Part III: 

1. What do you think about the movie? What is the movie about? 

2. What do you feel about the movie? 

3. What do you think about the Jakmania-Viking conflict that happen in the movie and in the 

reality? 

4. What is going to happen to Jakmania and Viking if they meet in a match or anywhere? 

5. Where do the fight and clash usually happen between The Jakmania and Viking? 

6. What do you think of victim of such clash between The Jakmania and Viking? 

7. How does Viking attack the Jakmania? (For Viking Subject) / How do Jakmania attack 

Viking? (for Jakmania subject)  

8. How does Viking notice Jakmania? (for Viking subject)/ How do Jakmania notice 

Viking? (For Jakmania subject) 

9. What do you think about the alcohol effect in the movie and reality? 

10. What do you think of police and media role in The „Jakmania-Viking clash‟ in the movie 

and reality? 
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11. What is the provoked chant of Jakmania and Viking to their opposite side in the movie 

and reality? 

12. How is the atmosphere of supporters (Jakmania and Viking) when Persija and Viking 

meet in a match? 

13. What do you do when you watch Persija-Persib match? 

14. What do you think about the characters in the film? What are the differences between 

characters/supporters in the movie and supporters in the reality? 

15. What is your opinion toward a Jakmania/Viking who has a relative or a friend from the 

opposite side? 

16. What are the peace messages or scenes that you get from the movie? 

17. What are the hate messages or scenes that you get from the movie?  

18. What do you want to say more about the movie? 

The questions above are asked to the respondents after watching „Romeo and Juliet‟ Indonesia, 

so that we will see the subjects‟ perceptions about the movie. 

All the questions above are just guiding questions. The all can be improved and explored 

depend on the situation and condition of the interview that happens. 

 

Discussion 

Movie Review 

Indonesian movie director, Andy Bachtiar Yusuf made a film entitled Romeo and Juliet 

Indonesia which is adapted from a classic story by William Shakespeare. The movie tells about a 

complicated love story between a couple, in which, conflict and fanatism between Jakmania and 

Viking, two football fan-bases that involve in a high tense rivalry since 2000, becomes the 
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central theme. The story of the movie starts when Rangga, who is a Jakmania, falls in love with a 

Viking girl named Desi. They fall in love at the first sight when there is a clash between 

Jakmania and Viking. Rangga decides to go to Bandung to meet Desi, but Rangga‟s friend does 

not allow him since there will be a lot of people who will consider him as a traitor as he tries to 

approach a Viking supporter. The same controversy also arises from Desi‟s side, mainly from her 

family, after they know that Desi is having a relationship with a Jakmania. The conflict becomes 

more apprehensive since Desi‟s old brother is the Viking leader. Not only a complicated love 

story, this movie also shows many clashes and violence that happen between Jakmania and 

Viking, such as burning the rival‟s attributes, torturing other supporters, and even killing their 

rivals. 

This movie is dedicated to all supporters from both sides who died because of football 

fanatism  In the last scene of the story, the director, Andy Bachtiar Yusuf, says that the main 

purpose of making the movie is to make football supporters in Indonesia become more mature 

and supportive, not to torture and kill other supporters they hate. Andy argues that there should 

be no more victims after this movie is released (Yusuf 1). Therefore, it makes sense that peace 

becomes the central message of the movie. However, the problem is that there are also some 

negative messages that this movie has, which in turn increase supporters‟ hatred. 

As what is stated previously, the important message that the movie wants to highlight is 

about peace. There are several evidences that the movie presented related to the central message. 

The first one comes at the beginning of the movie. Agus said to Rangga that his fanatism to 

Jakmania drives him crazy.  His hatred to Viking narrows his mind as he starts to see that all 

Vikings are devils. This becomes important evidence because there is a strong sense of 

discomfort that the characters perform toward the belief and value that he previously preserves 
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so strongly about the “war” between the two rivals. Second, there is a scene which shows how 

Desi objects the condition in which she has to hateRangga, only because he is a Jakmania. She 

does this because she believes that she does not have any reason to hate a good person like him, 

since Rangga does not, kill, rob, steal, corrupt, or do bad things. This evidence shows that there 

is a willingness from this female character to stop the long-run crisis between the two parties. In 

addition, Desi‟s feeling to Rangga is evidence that there are actually some people inside the two 

fan-groups who long for peace. This opinion is also strengthened by another proof that shows 

how Desi‟s mother supports the relationship between Desi as a Viker, and Rangga as a Jakmania. 

Lastly, another character named Kang Sholeh said to all Vikers when the rivalry will end since 

there are too many victims who lost their life vainly. 

In contrast, there are also some negative messages that should be highlighted. The 

negative messages are first, there are many clashes and violence scenes between Jakmania and 

Viking. For example when Viking wants to support Persib Bandung, they are attacked by 

Jakmania in a street, and then the clash cannot be avoided. Also, when Jakmania wants to 

support Persija Jakarta in a match, supporters‟ bus is stricken by Viking. Second, those clashes 

and violence lead to some insulting events. For example when there is a Viker who just visits 

Jakarta, he is tortured by a lot of Jakmania. Also when Rangga‟s friends want to see a Persib-

Persija match in Bandung, they are tortured by many Vikers. The last is the characters like 

Rangga and Agus who are tortured by their enemy in Bandung, and also Sholeh and his family 

who are attacked by many Jakmania in a Viking‟s bus, are presented so vividly in the movie. 

Also when Rangga and Agus visit Bandung, they are tortured by Vikers. These bloody scenes 

and also the language they use when attacking each other bring up the sense of hatred of the 

viewers. When Viking becomes the victims, Jakmania fans will feel insulted and vice versa. 
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Therefore, although the initial purpose of this movie is to bring peace among the two conflicted 

parties, there are also some contradictory events that may shift the initial purpose into another 

reason to increase hatred.   

 

The Analysis of the Subjects’ Perception toward the Movie 

There are two subjects in this study. Each of them is selected based on their socio-cultural 

background. One participant is selected because he comes from Jakarta and is a member of 

Jakmania, and another is selected because he comes from Bandung and is a member of Viking. 

Both of them have become Jakmania and Viker for quite sometimes and have experienced the 

conflicts between the two parties themselves. 

 

The First Subject’s Analysis 

Iwan’s Background and Experience as Jakmania toward Viking. 

The first subject is a Jakamania supporter who comes from Bekasi, named Iwan Susanto. 

He is a 20 years old man who is currently studying in Satya Wacana Christian University. 

He has been the fan of Persija Jakarta since he was 5. At first, he became a Jakmania 

because he was influenced by his uncle and father who are The Jakmanias. Iwan has also been 

the member of Jakmania Salatiga community for 3 months. His Community has many activities 

such as several touring journeys to support Persija, and gathering in members. The reason why 

he joined such a community was to get a lot of friends with the same interest background so that 

they could gather and support Persija together. 

Iwan knew that Viking was the fan of Persib Bandung. He argued that Viking was a 

football fan community that should not exist in Indonesian football environment because they 
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always gave negative effect for Indonesian football development. He saw that Viking always 

provoked Jakmania, inside or outside the stadium, such as burning Jakmania shirt and other 

attributes. Viking always terrorized Jakmania, so that there were many Jakmanias became the 

victim of Viking's vandalism actions. Iwan once experienced a bad story when he wanted to 

support Persija Jakarta as he and his friends were thrown by stones by many Vikers in Kediri. 

From his explanation, it indicated that Iwan, as a member of Jakmania, hated Viking very much. 

Even he said that if he had a chance to meet Viking, he would say that Viking was a dog. 

Beside those bad experiences with Viking, Iwan actually felt sorry with some Jakmania 

victims in some Jakmania-Viking clashes. He did not really care with Viking‟s victim since the 

only thing he cared was just his Jakmania family. So, he believed that Jakmania and Viking was 

a mortal enemy, and it was impossible that both of the parties could be united in a harmony. 

 

Iwan’s Perception toward the Movie 

As Stuart Hall said in reception theory that a "text"—be it a book, movie, or other 

creative work—is not simply passively accepted by the audience, but that the reader/viewer 

interprets the meanings of the text based on their individual cultural background and life 

experiences (qtd. in Haigh 7-8). Iwan saw a number of similarities and many differences about 

some events that happened in the movie in comparison with those happened in the reality. 

Iwan saw the film as a real portrait of the reality as many of the events in the film were 

exactly like what had happened in the real world.  Some examples that show how the movie 

portrays the Jakmania-Viking relationship are illustrated as follow. First, a fact that the fight 

between Jakmania and Viking never happens inside the Stadium which has a lot of police 

guarding the match, but in the street or a highway. 
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Second, Iwan said that in the movie, Jakmania and Viking had their own provoked chants 

toward their enemy. However, Iwan added that in reality, there were much more provoked chant 

variations. It was showed in the movie that there were many Vikers who sang negative chants 

toward Jakmania when they supported Persib Bandung in a match or when they had touring 

journeys. He added that the various versions of chants were formed due to many sub groups 

inside the two fan groups that had their own provoked chants. Jakmania and Viking are creative 

football supporters. Nevertheless, the problem is they use their creativity to make negative chants 

for their opposite football supporters. As a member of Jakmania, Iwan thought that the bad 

words were used by Jakmania.  

Third is the effect of alcohol. It is true that some supporters did consume alcohol during 

the match, so it made people get crazier in attacking the enemy, especially when their favorite 

team lost the game. It was showed in the movie while Viking supporters brutalize Rangga in 

Malang. Iwan said that in reality, there were many more drunken supporters included in a clash.  

The last is the attitude of supporters when they support their favorite teams. In the movie, 

we often see that there are many football supporters who are very total in supporting their 

favorite teams. They always wear many attributes that best represent their football favorite team 

such as scarfs, t-shirts, pants, hat, body paintings, and many more. Before the match begins, they 

always organize their group to gather and then plan to support their team compactly. 

There is one interesting fact that Iwan said in which Jakmania always sang several 

stanzas of supportive songs on their way to the stadium. These supportive songs included the 

lyrics that Jakmania would maintain a fair play between the two teams. It proved that there was a 

willingness from Jakmania members to sustain peace, although in reality, this willingness was 

done with one condition, only if their favorite team won the match. Iwan mentioned that all the 
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bad chants they made to mock Vikings were supposed to avenge the insulting chants that had 

been done by Viking at the first place.  

The totality of Jakmania supporters also portrays well in the movie. Iwan once 

experienced before he watched Persija‟s match in a stadium, he and his Jakmania friends sang 

along Persija songs on their way they went to the stadium. Many supporters always wore 

everything they had so that public could easily recognize them as the biggest fans of Persija 

Jakarta. Even, they were willing to paint their body with Jakmania‟s name, or coated their face 

with Persija or Jakmania‟s symbols.  In addition, Jakmania, including Iwan himself, never forgot 

to mock and insult Viking. Once, Iwan had burned Persib and Viking shirt before Persija‟s match 

played. He and his friends documented that event and then showed to public that Jakmania hated 

Viking so much. 

Although some events in the film portray the reality, Iwan saw that there were some 

differences between the movie events with what happened in the reality. There was a scene in the 

movie showed that there were many Vikings sympathized with Rangga (Jakmania) when he was 

dying, but Iwan thought that an event like that was impossible to happen in the fight or clash 

between Jakmania and Viking in Iwan‟s opinion, because the loyalty to their favorite teams, 

either Jakmania or Viking would never feel sorry for the other side‟s victims. It was proven by 

Iwan experience when he and his Jakmania friends tortured a Viker in Solo. For Iwan himself, 

there was no pity to torture Viker, because enemy was enemy.  

In addition, this study also finds out about Iwan‟s perception toward the characters in the 

movie.  He saw Rangga, Agus, Desi, and all Jakmania and Vikings were very total as football 

supporters. However, he argued that in reality, football supporters were more fanatic than 

Rangga and friends, or Desi and friends themselves. In the movie, supporters just threw the 
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opposite bus with stones, but in the reality, Iwan said that a bus could be burned by the opposite 

supporters, and sometimes supporters had not fear to the police as they would hurt anyone, 

including the police, who tried to block their attack to their enemy. 

Next is about the relationship between Rangga and Desi, in which Iwan said that in 

reality, there might not be a couple of Jakmania and Viking because he experienced that he had 

no Jakmania friends who had a Viker girlfriend or boyfriend. In addition, Iwan also believed that 

every member of Jakmania and Viking knew that they were enemy, so that was forbidden for 

Jakmania to love Viking and vice versa. 

Moreover, Iwan argued that this movie actually portrayed some football supporters who 

actually could not peacefully watch their favorite football team. It made Iwan thought that a 

supporters‟ safety was very important. The last scene in the movie shows that some Rangga‟s 

friends (Jakmania), actually want to support Persija in Bandung while they also accompany 

Rangga to meet his girlfriend, Desi, but because of their safety, they have to hide their Persija 

attribute as safe as possible. Moreover, they have to keep their language and accent so that 

people will not notice that they come from Jakarta. Iwan confessed that when he and other 

Jakmania wanted to support Persija anywhere in Indonesia, they had to hide their Persija 

attributes, because if there were many Vikers knew that they were Jakmania, they would 

probably be attacked by them. So this event reminds Iwan with the same experience he had. 

Mcquail argues that audience is seen as an interpretative community who perceives 

message and produces meaning, not a passive individual who just accepts meaning produced by 

mass media (qtd. in Hadi 5). Stuart Hall also says that meaning itself is created as the viewer 

watches and processes the media text (qtd. in Haigh 7-8). Here, Iwan argued that there were 

more negative messages that increasedhis hatred to Viking rather than the positive ones after 
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watching the movie. The reason is that how the movie portrays what Viking has done to 

Jakmania always make Iwan hates Viking even more. 

In the movie, the example of bad things that Viking has done to Jakmaniais is when 

Rangga and his friends are tortured by Viking in Bandung. After watching that event, Iwan 

remembered when he and his friends were thrown by stones by Viking in Kediri. Fortunately, he 

could escape from that chaos, but that tragedy always haunted him and made him hated Viking 

very much. He once experienced that there was one his Jakmania friend who was tortured by 

Viking in Bandung. His friend actually just wanted to have a vacation in Bandung, but there 

were many Vikings who tried to violate him after they noticed that their target was a Jakmania. 

This event brought another trauma for Iwan. 

The other negative example that Viking has done to Jakmania is their mocks toward 

Jakmania. How the movie portrays Viking‟s mock to Jakmania is very vivid. In the first scene of 

the movie, there are many Vikers who sing a negative chant toward Jakmania, in which the lyric 

says “Viking and Bonek are the same, as long as we're not the Jak, because they're dogs (Viking, 

Bonek Sama saja, asal jangan the Jak, the Jak itu anjing).” This event, especially the song, 

actually reminds Iwan to what he experienced with Viking. He often watched in YouTube or 

television when Vikers sang that provoking song. He claimed that he once heard a more negative 

song when there was a Persib match in Siliwangi stadium Bandung.  

Iwan said that after watching the movie, he hated Viking more. Seeing many violence 

actions and mocks which were done by Viking in the movie reminded Iwan with what he had 

experienced with Viking before. Not only when Iwan was attacked by Viking in Kediri, but also 

the long violent history that had been done by Viking toward Iwan and his Jakmania friends. It 

would always be the memories that were hard to forget. At the end, he concluded that Viking 
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would just always give Indonesian football a bad effect, and the presence of the movie itself that 

actually purposed to unite Viking with Jakmania was impossible to reach. 

 

The Second Subject’s Analysis 

Jajang’s Background and Experience as Viking toward Jakmania 

The second subject is a Viking supporter who comes from Tasikmalaya, West Java, named 

Jajang Nurjaman. He is a 22 years old man who is currently studying in STAIN Salatiga. 

He has been the fan of Persib Bandung since he was a kid. He was influenced by his family 

members who are the members of Persib Bandung's fan. Jajang has also been the member of 

Viking club Jogja and Solo for 3 years. His communities have some activities such as several 

touring journeys to support Persib, and presenting charity events. The main reason why he joins 

such communities is to gather with other Persib Bandung fans, so that they can support their 

favorite team together. 

For his experience with Jakmania itself, Jajang knew Jakmania as the fans of Persija Jakarta. 

Although he was not fond of Jakmania, he argued that Jakmania was a football fan community 

who had a positive and negative effect for the development of Indonesian football. 

The positive effect was Jakmania always gave support to Indonesian national football team, 

especially when the play was held in Gelora Bung Karno Stadium, Jakarta. They made 

choreographies and songs to support Indonesian national football team. 

The negative effect was Jakmania always mocked and insulted Viking and other football fan 

groups like Bonek. They sang negative chants toward Viking and Bonek, and also wrote negative 

words about Viking in many walls on the street. Jajang once experienced a bad story when he 

wanted to support Persib Bandung as he and his friends were thrown by stones by Jakmania in 
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Purwokerto and Banyumas. This experience made him hated Jakmania even more. From his 

explanation, it indicated that Jajang, as a member of Viking, did not like Jakmania. 

Beside those bad experiences with Jakmania, Jajang actually enjoyed the Jakmania-Viking 

rivalry. Because of the rivalry, he would be more satisfied if Persib won against Persija in a 

football match. He said that if Jakmania and Viking stopped their rivalry, Indonesian football 

would not be special. It is an irony. In one side, the attitudes and behaviors of the two parties that 

often create problems and fights are considered as a huge crisis for Indonesia football‟s 

atmosphere. In the other side, there are also some people take benefits from this problem to get 

some shot of motivation to perform better. 

Jajang’s Perception toward the Movie. 

As Stuart Hall said in reception theory that a "text"—be it a book, movie, or other creative 

work—is not simply passively accepted by the audience, but that the reader/viewer interprets the 

meanings of the text based on their individual cultural background and life experiences(qtd. in 

Haigh 7-8).   

Jajang saw the film as a real portrait of the reality as many of the events in the film were 

exactly like what had happened in the real world.  Some examples that show how the movie 

portrays the Jakmania-Viking relationship are illustrated as follow. First, a fact that the fight 

between Jakmania and Viking that never happens inside the Stadium, but in the street or railway 

station. Second, all the attacks both in the movie and reality are done by groups of people, which 

prove that the supporters are just brave to attack if they have colony accompanying.  

Third is the effect of alcohol. It is true that some supporters did consume alcohol during 

the match, so it makes people get crazier in attacking the enemy, especially when their favorite 
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team lost the game. It is showed in the movie while Viking supporters brutalize Rangga in 

Malang. Jajang says that in reality, there were many drunken supporters included in a clash.  

Fourth is the provoking chants. Viking has many variations of provoked chants since 

many divisions inside the community‟s organization structure have their own version of 

“mocking lyrics” dedicated to Jakmania. This provoked chant is claimed to be useful to 

strengthen the community‟s bound as well as to verbally attack their rival team. 

The last is the atmospheres of Persija-Persib match. 3 days before the match played, 

media usually shows the heat of the conflict, we can see that in the movie there is a media that 

show the heat of conflict that happen in days before the match play. This also portrays in the 

movie, in which the characters are provoked by the media after watching past conflicts videos 

from the television. 

Although some events in the film portray the reality, Jajang saw that there were some 

differences between the movie scenesand what happened in reality. The movie showed that 

Viking-Jakmania clashes usually happened in Jakarta or Bandung, but Jajang thought that those 

clashes usually happened outside those two towns, like in Bekasi or Tangerang. Jajang 

experienced that he had never seen a clash that happen in Jakarta or Bandung. He claimed to get 

this information from many other Vikings. The main reason of this condition is that Jakmania 

and Viking stay each other away, and the clashes themselves are usually unplanned actions. 

Therefore, the vandalism action happens after the match, when the winning party celebrates their 

victory by having a convoy along the street and the losing party mourn and go back home in 

unsatisfied feeling. They both then accidently meet on the street and fight in the nearby towns. 

Jajang also experienced of being thrown by stones by Jakmania in Purwokerto and Banyumas, so 
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he believed that Jakmania-Viking conflict always happened outside those two cities, Jakarta and 

Bandung. 

In addition, this study also finds out about Jajang‟s perception toward the characters in 

the movie.  He sawAgus, Desi, Kang Sholeh, and all Jakmania and Viking were very total as 

football supporters. It was seen from what they ddi in the movie. For Jakmania, They were brave 

to go to Bandung to support Persija, although they went to their enemy‟s place. So did Viking, 

they were brave to go to Jakarta to support Persib Bandung although they went to their rival‟s 

stadium. Moreover, Jajang argued that fanatism of characters in the movie was similar to the 

fanatism of football supporters in reality like what he experienced, such as by mocking, 

violating, and burning the other supporters‟ attributes, like slyer, scarf, and t-shirt. In reality, 

those acts of fanatism were a lot more aggravating, and the movie showed only some part of 

them. 

Next is about the relationship between Rangga and Desi, in which Jajang said that he 

could not explain anything about that because he never experienced the same feeling like what 

Rangga and Desi had. He only experienced that his Viking friends (Viking male supporters) and 

Viking angel (female Viking supporters) were very total becoming Viking and it was almost 

impossible for them to have a relationship with Jakmania as they were the big enemy of Viking.  

Also, Jajang argued that the movie portrayed Viking as a solid football supporter which 

made Jajang thought that the producer might have done a thorough research to see the real 

condition of the Viking community before making the movie Romeo and Juliet. The movie 

shows that all Vikings, even Desi‟s family (Desi, Kang Soleh, Parman) are very total as Vikers. 

All actions that they perform in the movie as members of Viking community reflect their love to 

Viking, so that they could have done everything for Viking and Persib Bandung. This is done by 
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sacrificing their time and money to support Persib Bandung everywhere the team play. These 

movie events actually portray Jajang‟s life as a Viker. Jajang has family members (Jajang, his 

mother, father, and little brother) who are as solid as Desi‟s family members in becoming true 

Vikers.  Jajang claimed that his family had special funds to be allocated to support their favorite 

team, including paying the travel expenses to support Persib Bandung, buying the latest models 

of Pesib Bandung football accessories, creating banners and other supporters‟ merchandises. 

Therefore, when he watches in the movie that Desi‟s family goes to Malang to support Persib 

Bandung, the same thing also happened to him as his family often traveled around Java Island to 

support their favorite football team together with other Vikers in his hometown. 

Although this movie portrays the solidarity of the Vikers so vividly, he arguedthat the 

way this movie portrayed the two football fan groups was imbalance. Jakmania, especially 

Rangga, becomes the main concern in this movie. This, in Jajang opinion, might become one 

factor that made Vikers disliked the movie. This imbalance would hinder the viewers, especially 

Vikers, to grasp the main message of the movie, creating peace between Viking and Jakmania. 

Overall, Jajang argued that there were more negative messages that increased his hatred 

to Jakmania rather that the positive ones. The reason was that the way the movie portrayed the 

fight between the two groups of fans was too real and vivid that it increased his fanatism and 

brotherhood when he saw the Viking‟s characters were tortured in the film. For many Vikers, 

like himself, Viking is more than just a fan-base community, but a big family. Therefore, when 

Viking is mocked by Jakmania, even it happens in the movies, will be seen as Jakmania‟s 

humiliation toward Viking. He could not accept if there are people, especially Jakmania, mocked 

Viking as bastards, or compared Viking with a nasty dog.  Again, these events remind Jajang to 

his experience when he was going to Bandung from Solo. He recalled that at that time, there 
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were a lot of Jakmania shouting at him and his friends by yelling “Viking is a fucking bastard, 

Viking is better to die”. Moreover, he also had a bad experience in Salatiga when his little 

brother was mocked by several Jakmanias only because he was walking by holding a Viking bag. 

The three Jakmanias said that his brother was like a dog and that like other Vikings, he was a 

jerk. 

Jajang explained that after seeing the movie, it reminded him of so many bad memories 

that he experienced with the Jakmania. Not only when his bus was attacked by stones in 

Wonosobo and Purwokerto during his trip to Bandung to support Persib, but also when his 

Viking friend was wretchedly killed by Jakmania in Gelora Bung Karno Stadium. Seeing the 

movie makes him wanted to take some revenge to Jakmania. He also assumed that many Vikings 

would have the same feeling so that the main goal of the movie to unite the two parties, as 

mentioned by the movie director in the introduction of this study, would never be accomplished. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestion 

The movie Romeo and Juliet Indonesia is the movie that tells about a complicated love 

story which presents Jakmania and Viking conflict as its background. If we watch the movie, 

there are many violent scenes that are made by Jakmania and Viking. The Producer, Andy 

Bachtiar Yusuf, created this movie to create peace between those groups of supporters.   

The subjects of this research, Iwan Susanto (Jakmania) and Jajang Nurjaman(Viking) 

have their own interpretation toward this movie. They see that this movie is more to the football 

conflict topic than a love story because there are too many violent events that are done by two 

groups of supporters, Jakmania and Viking. Iwan sees the film as a real portrait of the reality as 

many of the events in the film are exactly like what have happened in the real world. Besides, he 
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also interprets this movie as a movie that shows much violence and provokes actions that is done 

by Viking. The movie brings so much negative effect to him than a positive effect so that it 

makes him hate Viking. He interprets that this movie remains him with his bad experience with 

Viking. He had ever been attacked by Viking when he was in Kediri. Iwan also remembers all 

Viking‟s mock to Jakmania that makes him angry. 

The same opinions are also said by Jajang. He views that the film is a real portrait of the 

reality. He also interprets that this movie shows too much violent actions, and clashes by 

Jakmania and Viking. The movie events that show how Vikings are tortured by Jakmania, 

reminds him to the bad experience that he had with Jakmania. In addition, Jajang also remembers 

his friend who died because he was killed by Jakmania. Watching the movie itself, remains him 

with all the bad things that happened to him and his Viking friend, so that it makes him hate 

Jakamania more. 

From Iwan and Jajang explanations above, we can see that after watching the movie, their 

hatred to their rival increases. By watching the movie, it opens their bad memories when they 

both attacked by their enemy. So it is obvious that the presence of this movie is unsuccessful to 

promote peace among football fans. 

However, without intending to judge the truth of both the subjects‟ statements about their 

rival, the writer can see how the football fan are very total in defending and supporting their 

favorite teams. This is evidence that they put a very big love and admiration toward their favorite 

team. The long history fights, clashes, and violent actions are seen as the way the supporters 

express their love and admiration. Many efforts have been done to end the conflict, and one of 

them is through this movie. In spite of this, since this study proves that the main purpose of 

uniting the two supporter groups is possibly fails, people has to reconsider the content of the 
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artworks they make in the future. Since movies are kinds of artwork that could influence and be 

enjoyed by many people, more preliminary works, reviews, analysis, and studies have to be done 

before releasing the movies to public and theybring impact to the society. 
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