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The Power of Weapons in “The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring” Movie 

by Peter Jackson 

Immanuel Wirawan Unawekla 

Abstract 

In analyzing film or movie, the focus is usually placed on the characters, the most important 

aspect who builds the story. Characters play very important role because they are the center 

of the whole story. However, the objects or equipment that they use can also build the figure 

of the character and play important role in the story. In the trilogy movie of “The Lord of The 

Rings” directed by Peter Jackson, each main character has their own special weapons that 

they use or carry along the story. This paper is a brief discussion of some important weapons 

that have their own meaning and function. The writer will narrow down the analysis for two 

weapons only: ring and swords. Using semiotic study, this discussion will focus more on 

analyzing the symbol of those weapons which contain important meaning than the merely 

image that the audiences watch on the screen. The interpretation will be emphasized on some 

meanings of the ring and sword as weapons in the story connected to symbol meaning in the 

era of middle age. 

Key Words:  Symbol, Sword Symbolism, Ring Symbolism

Introduction 

In our daily life, we often encounter many symbols. According to a comprehensive 

dictionary of literature, symbol is a person, object, image, word, or event that evokes a range 

of additional meaning beyond and usually more abstract than its literal significance (Bonn 

2010:164). Kennedy cited in Kusumawati and Darta (2) also stated that a symbol is a thing 

that suggests more that its literal meaning, it generally does not stand for any one meaning. In 

other words, a symbol has a deeper meaning which is complex, more than its literal meaning. 

When we speak, listen, read, or write something, we may produce symbols that actually 

contain more than one simple meaning. Like for example, when we talk about tree. Tree in 
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literal meaning is a thing which has leaves, branches, twigs, etc. However, it also carries 

another complex meaning as people usually symbolize it as a symbol of mother world or life. 

Here, the literal meaning of a word „tree‟ suggests a further complex meaning as „mother 

world‟ or „life‟ because it has a big and important role in the other living creatures‟ lives. 

Regarding to the complex or sometimes hidden meaning of a symbol, it is important for us to 

study how to analyze symbols. To analyze symbols to find the meanings, it is important to us 

to conceive semiotic and symbolism study which will be explained in the theoretical 

framework of this paper.    

In a story, especially in a movie, we also often encounter so many symbols which 

have complex meaning when we analyze them. One of the movies which show various 

symbols is The Lord of The Rings, the trilogy, directed by Peter Jackson. From the characters 

(the people), the actions, and the objects (weapons, costume, etc), we can find that there are 

so many meanings that are carried in this movie. It would be interesting to learn about the 

meaning of the symbols and find out the importance of the symbols and their meanings from 

this movie. The focus of this study is about the objects which seem having important role in 

the movie. However, it is important for us to consider about how we determine an object to 

be a symbol. It will be discussed in the next part of this discussion. It will also be learned in 

how the meanings of the symbols found based on the era of middle age. 

In this study, the writer proposes to answer the question on what the functions and the 

meanings of the weapons especially ring and sword in the trilogy movie “The Lord of The 

Rings” directed by Peter Jackson. This is important because as we know that in the society 

we usually encounter the use of ring and sword with various functions and they carried 

different meanings. 

 The aims of this study are firstly to broaden readers knowledge about weapon 

functions and meaning reflected from them. Secondly, this article attempts to make the 
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readers and movie spectators not only watch movie as an entertainment but also learn 

something through symbols from the movie that they watch.  

This study will be conducted by applying movie analysis. Using semiotic and 

symbolism study, the symbols that appeared in the trilogy movie of “The Lord of The Rings” 

can be analyzed and interpreted. As we know that movie is an audio-visual media that we can 

observe by watching the moving image and listening the dialog and sound effects from the 

movie. The study of visual signs and linguistic sign will be appropriately used to analyze this 

trilogy movie. The writer will also connect the meaning of particular symbols of the movie 

with the middle age era. 

The gathering method of the data is from close reading the related study of symbols 

that determined such as the meaning of weapons in the era of middle age. The writer also 

watched intensively the trilogy movie “The Lord of The Rings: The Fellowship of The Ring” 

to gather the relevant data. 

Bignell (1997:1) cited that meanings are being made everywhere, through a huge 

variety of different channels of communications, a huge variety of media. One example of 

media that we usually find in our society is cinema or movie. Cinema or movie as one of 

media consists of meaning because it communicates something from the movie makers to the 

spectators. Because it carries meaning, I think it is important for us to understand the 

meaning that is explicit or implicit. On the other hand, because the meaning is not always 

clearly explained, we should attempt to find it through symbols that actually have something 

to be described.  

Using the study of symbols, we will find that there are so many important meanings 

carried in the weapons in the trilogy movie “The Lord of The Rings”. We can study how 

these weapons function and have different meanings. Regarding to our daily life, this study is 
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very important because we can learn how to find the message or the meaning lies on the 

object that we find surround us. 

The significance of this study is to make the spectators more aware of culture, because 

symbol and its meaning have a close relationship with culture. If we have enough 

understanding about the other culture, that will reduce the misconception that occurred. 

 

Theoretical Framework  

Semiotics 

There are so many media of communication that we encounter in our daily life such as 

magazine, novels, newspaper, radio, cinema etc. As the media of communication of course 

they carry meaning and messages which are important to us to understand. However, the 

meaning and messages from the media themselves are not always easy to be interpreted. One 

study that we can use to analyze them is using semiotics or semiology. The words semiotics 

and semiology derive from the ancient Greek word semeion, which means „sign‟. Semiotics 

or semiology is a way of analyzing meanings by looking at the signs (like words, for instance, 

but also picture, symbols etc) (Bignell1997:1). 

There are two kinds of semiotics point of view: linguistic signs and visual signs. Let 

us firstly talk about linguistic signs. Ferdinand de Saussure believed that language is made up 

of signs (like words) which communicate meanings, and that all kinds of other things which 

communicate meanings could potentially be studied in the same way as linguistic signs. 

Bignell (1997:5). Linguistic sign as one branch of semiotics or semiology deals with analysis 

of language which something (the sign) carried meaning or messages. The second point of 

view is visual signs. Although language is the most striking form of human sign production, 

the whole of our social world is pervaded by messages which contain visual as well as 

linguistic signs, or which are exclusively visual. Bignell (1997:14). Based on that 
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explanation, we can conclude that visual signs as one of semiotics or semiology branch uses 

signs which are visual to find the meaning or messages. 

In movie analyses of signs or symbols, we can use both point of views of semiotics. 

However, the focus of our discussion here will use more in visual signs point of view. There 

are three types of visual sign according to Pierce that are symbolic sign, iconic sign, and 

indexical sign. Bignell (1997:15). Symbolic sign is the sign which is characterized by 

arbitrariness. For instance, red heart shape symbolizes love. The „red‟ color and the „heart‟ 

shape which we have in mind actually have nothing to do with love. Iconic sign is where the 

signifier (the sign that we see) resembles the referent (the intended sign). One example of 

iconic sign is the picture of Superman resembles the Superman. Indexical sign is the sign 

which has a concrete and often causal relationship to their signified. Smoke signifies fires, 

sweating suggest hotness or exercise, etc. 

 

Denotation, Connotations and Myth 

Denotation, refers to the literal or explicit meanings of words and other phenomena 

Barthes cited in Bignell (1997:17). Denotation is used to give a „label‟ for something. We can 

easily find the meaning of words or the other phenomena by finding their explicit or literal 

meaning. Their meanings are obvious so that it can be found in dictionary or by the common 

understanding of some different cultures. One example is Eiffel Tower. Eiffel Tower denotes 

a tower in France, which weights 7,000 tons, has three levels and is about 1,052 feet height. 

When we talk about denotation of Eiffel Tower, we talk about the obvious things of the tower 

like the weight, the shape, and the other description of the tower. On the other words when 

we talk about the tower, we label it using those kinds of description. 
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The words connotation comes from the Latin Connotare, “to mark along with,” and 

refers to the cultural meanings that become attached to words (and other forms of 

communication) Barthes cited in Daniel (1994:16). When we denote The Eiffel Tower with 

the obvious description and realm of the existence, in connotation we will find the other 

meanings which are glorious art, romantic place etc. These meanings are culturally shaped 

and attached in it. When we talk about connotation, we talked about inferred meanings, not to 

describe it but to suggest meanings. When we talk about Eiffel Tower in connotation, we will 

not talk about the height, the weight or the shape, but we will suggest other meanings which 

are more as opinion, for example is „romantic place‟. The connotation meaning of Eiffel 

tower by saying that it is romantic place has nothing to do with the height, shape, or weight. 

It is constructed by people‟s opinion and culture that they have or social experience. They see 

the meaning of the tower by defining how couples fall in love and the Eiffel tower becomes 

the background of the love scenes. 

 

In the social life, people usually not only use denotative and connotative meaning 

separately. In using signs, people usually denote and trigger a range of connotation along to 

the signs. The bringing together of signs and their connotations to shape a particular message 

called the making of „myth‟. Bignell (1997:16).So, myth in here is not a myth in traditional 

stories, but it is the ways of thinking in how people try to deliver message using denotative 

and connotative meaning together. The use of myth constructs a complex idea in how people 

deliver the messages because the two meanings (denotative and connotative) are purposely 

brought along. The sign „Eiffel Tower‟ become signifier attached to the signified „glorious‟. 

When people talk about „Eiffel Tower‟ in myth, they don‟t just denote the obvious 

description like the shape, the height or the weight, but they also use along the „glorious‟ or 

„romantic‟ meaning as the connotation to deliver their messages purposefully. In a picture of 

a couple in love, sitting on chairs with a background of Eiffel Tower surrounded by small 
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buildings (compared to the tower), with a small description in form of text “Eiffel Tower, 

Paris” carry a complex meaning. It does not just show the big and high shape of the tower 

compared to the other buildings, but it shows the „glorious‟ sense and „romantic‟ place to the 

couple. On the other words it delivers a message that Paris has a glorious tower named Eiffel 

Tower with such description (the shape, height, etc) and it is a romantic place that people 

should come and experience the situation. However, this complex meaning is just one of 

myths that people will probably think about the message. Using myth, people may read or 

think different complex meanings carried by the picture. 

 

Symbolism 

As it is stated before, a symbol is a person, object, image, word, or event that evokes a 

range of additional meaning beyond and usually more abstract than its literal significance.  

Bonn (2010:164). To analyze that an object considered as a symbol, Robert and Jacobs 

(1989:328) mentioned that we must decide based on our judgment of the total significance. If 

it has major importance, it can be claimed that it has symbolic value. Also, we need to show 

the scope and supporting reference. Perrine stated that in interpreting symbols, we should 

observe some cautions. Parrine (214) cited in Fadaee (2011:20): 

1. The story itself must have a clue detail to be taken symbolically. It can be identified 

by repetition, emphasis or position. When for example an object is the symbol in a 

movie, the object should have a clue detail like it is repetitively appeared in most 

scenes or it is emphasized in the story by the position of the angle of the scenes. 

2. The meaning of a literary symbol must be established and supported by the entire 

context of the story. If it is a symbol of a movie, for example, then its literary 

meaning should be built and supported by the whole story context.  
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3. To be called a symbol, an item must suggest a meaning different in kind from its 

literal meaning. So, the symbol does not only have one meaning, which is from its 

literal meaning. It should have the other meanings different from its literal meaning. 

4. A symbol may have more than one meaning. Almost the same with number three, 

that to be called as a symbol, it may not have only one meaning but it can deliver the 

other meanings.  

Symbols in one place or culture may have the same or different meanings with the 

other places or cultures. According to Roberts and Jacobs there are two types of symbol: 

Universal Symbol and Contextual Symbol  (1989:327-328). 

 

Universal symbols 

Universal or conventional symbols are the symbols which have the same thing to most 

people who have common cultural and social assumption (Kirszner and Mandell 2000:253). 

Universal symbols are generally or universally recognized. In using the universal symbols, 

people assume that other people already understand the meanings. In other words, when we 

decide a symbol as a universal or conventional symbol, it should be recognized also by most 

people in general and they must have the same sense and common understanding about the 

symbol. An example of universal symbol is „heart‟ as a symbol of love. People in general 

recognize that heart shape is the symbol of love. When someone wrote a letter with a heart 

shape picture on the envelope, people will have the same social assumption that the letter will 

be about love. As it becomes the universal symbols, many people generally use it in their 

paintings, pictures, advertisements, movies even gestures of hands to deliver the message of 

love.  
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Contextual Symbols 

Contextual or private symbols derive their meanings from the context and 

circumstances of individual works (Robert and Jacobs 1989:327-328). Different from 

universal or conventional symbols, contextual or private symbols are not generally or 

universally recognized by most people. In the other occasions, they can be just understood 

based on the context of the literary works. “They gain their symbolic meaning within the 

context of a specific story” Bonn (2010:164). An example of contextual symbol is the hand 

phone in “The Girl who sang with the Beatles.” (Kusumawati and Darta (2). The hand phone 

is just an electronic tool for the characters in the story. However, it becomes a symbol of 

Chyntia and Larry‟s relationship in which it symbolizes their separateness. The symbol like 

this just appears in a particular story and it will have different meaning if it exists in another 

story with different context and literary work. 

 

Synopsis of the Story 

The Lord of The Rings: The Fellowship of The Ring is a fictional movie released in 

2001, directed by Peter Jackson, based on the original novel with the same title written by 

J.R.R. Tolkien. The setting of time and place of this movie is in the year of 6000 and in 

Middle Earth.  

The movie is about the journey of a small sized human hobbit named Frodo, who got 

a risky task that is to destroy the evil ring into a dangerous place called Mount Doom. In the 

journey they faced the troops of Sauron, the creator of the evil ring, who wanted the ring, his 

weapon, back to him. 

In doing this task, Frodo was accompanied by 8 friends, each with different weapon 

that they carried along the story. They were Gandalf the wizard who became the leader of the 
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group and owned magic stick, Aragorn and Boromir from the race of man who each of them 

owned sword, Legolas the elf who owned bow, Gimli the dwarf who owned axe, and 3 little 

hobbits: Merry, Pippin, and Sam the friends of Frodo who owned small swords. Later they 

became a solid group named “The Fellowship of The Ring”.  

Unfortunately, in the middle of their journey Boromir betrayed the team by wanting to 

take the ring from Frodo while they were alone. This made Frodo didn‟t trust him and the 

other fellows that later made him decided to continue his journey alone. Sam who knew about 

it didn‟t let him go alone and force to accompany him. The others should face Sauron‟s army 

who chased them that later caused the death of Boromir and the arrest of Pippin and Marry.  

The Fellowship of The Ring is the first movie of the trilogy The Lord of The Rings. 

The first movie tells about the journey when they were still together until their first 

separation. The second movie, The Two Towers, tells about the journey when they were 

separated but indirectly have connection to each of other journey. The third one, The Return 

of the King, tells about the last journey in which at the end, the evil ring was destroyed. 

 

Data Analysis 

Weapons as Symbols 

In “The Lord of The Rings: The Fellowship of The Ring” movie, the setting of time is 

similar to in middle age (500 AD – 1400 AD) in which people lived in the era of kingdoms. 

People in middle age wore armors for wars and used many kinds of weapons such as swords, 

bows, axes, spears, etc. In this movie, the characters lived in kingdoms like Rohan, Gondor, 

Mordor, etc. Most of the journeys also consisted of wars that the characters should wear 

armors and use weapons just the same like the people in middle age used. Because the role of 
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the weapons in this story took an important role to build the story, it is important to interpret 

the meaning behind the weapons as the symbols. 

 As Robert and Jacobs cited in Ariyanto (2006:328) stated if an object has a major 

importance for the total significance, then it can be determined that it has symbolic value. 

Weapons in this movie have the major importance in which they were carried and used by the 

characters in the whole story to build the storyline. For instance, Gandalf the wizard always 

carried his magic stick, Aragorn the ranger always carried his sword, Legolas the elf always 

carried his bow, Gimli the dwarf always carried his axe. When they met challenge during 

their journey, the weapons were always became the important tools for them. The evil ring as 

Sauron‟s weapon also had a major importance for the story as it became the title and the 

characters fought over it. Because of the major importance, it can be determined that weapons 

in this movie have symbolic values. However, the analysis of the weapons will be more focus 

on two weapons which are swords and ring.  

Sword and ring as the important weapons meet the cautions of interpreting symbols 

stated by Parrine as cited in Fadaee (2011:20). Firstly, those weapons have a clue detail to be 

called as symbols because of the repetition and emphasis. Swords as the weapons of almost 

all characters in the movie appeared in the entire story especially in every battle. At the first 

battle scene, Isildur, son of the king of human race, took up his father sword and cut Sauron‟s 

finger together with the evil ring, although the sword was broken down by the monster. At 

the other scene, the broken sword appeared again when it became an heirloom and saved in 

the Elvis place. It was still sharp although it was about 3000 years old. It was also honored as 

the weapon that had defeated the power of the ring. The importance of swords as weapon in 

this story can be seen from the other characters that owned this weapon such as Aragorn, 

Frodo, and some other antagonistic characters like the Wraiths. The swords which were used 

for the near-distance battle were the important weapons for most of the wars in the movie. 
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The ring, Sauron‟s weapon, also repetitively appeared in the story as the major thing 

to be discussed. For instance it became the title of the story “The Lord of The Rings” which 

indicated that the ring is the central discussion. The beginning of the story also mentioned 

that the forge of the ring is the beginning of the whole trilogy story. Every scene shows how 

the journey of the ring was from one character‟s hand to the others‟. Every major characters 

appeared in the story had to face that he or she wanted the ring to be theirs. The protagonists 

and antagonists tried to snatch away the ring. 

Using different term for referring to this ring, it was called as evil ring, ring of power, 

and ring of fire. Most of the story told us about how the ring tried to poison the characters 

who bring it so it became the central focus of the story. The ring was originally used by 

Sauron, the evil king, that later was snatched away by Isildur, found by Gollum who later lost 

it and finally found by Bilbo, Frodo‟s uncle, who later gave it to Frodo. The struggle of Frodo 

as the ring bearer also showed the importance of this ring for the whole story. The ring tried 

to poison his mind, take over his life like what it had done to Gollum before, and made the 

other characters tried to kill him just to take the ring from him. 

Secondly, the meaning of weapons are established and supported by the entire context 

of the story. Swords in here were established and supported by the entire context of war in the 

story. In this context, the role of swords as weapons was very important. In the first battle in 

which the Elves and Men allied to fight Sauron, they had swords as their weapons and won 

the fight. There were also appeared in every war scene that swords were always used by the 

warriors. Also, in the context of kingdom era, owning sword as regalia was also shown. One 

example is when Boromir, the general of Gondor kingdom died in a battle, buried with his 

sword to honor his position. 
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Thirdly, ring and sword as weapons suggested different meanings from their literal 

meaning as weapon. Besides becoming a weapon for battle, the sword of Isildur later became 

an heirloom for his posterity. After Isildur passed away, the broken sword passed to the 

descent until Aragorn, one of Isildur‟s heirs who lived 3000 years later. Although it became 

an heirloom, it was still sharp when Boromir touch its edge. It showed that the heirloom can 

still be a weapon. As a broken heirloom, Aragorn also honored it by putting it into the right 

way and kissing it with his forehead when Boromir dropped it on the floor because he did not 

put it back to its place properly. 

Ring as weapon also has different meanings from its literal meaning. When it was 

owned by Sauron, it obviously became a weapon that gave him power to defeat his enemy. 

Then, when it was owned by Gollum, it did not only become a weapon, but also a property. 

He always called it as “My precious”. He always adored and caressed it. He loved it more 

than anything until it poisoned him became a double personality person because he was 

lonely and isolated. He hid himself from the society because he was afraid that people would 

take it from him. 

Lastly, in line to what Parrine‟s statement about the fourth caution that a symbol may 

have more than one meaning (Fadaee 2011:20),  the sword and ring in this story have more 

than one meaning, so that they can be called as symbols. On the on hand, sword in the story 

was a very important weapon as it appeared and used for every battles. On the other hand, it 

was also an heirloom, when it given for the descents from generation to generation. It was 

honored by the descents as an inheritance from the ancestors. Sting, small sword of Frodo, 

could be a signal for him when monster Orcs come. It could flare into blue as a sign that the 

enemy was nearby.  
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The ring in the story had more than one meaning. Firstly, it was a weapon of Sauron 

for battle because it gave him mighty power to defeat his enemies. Apart from that, it was 

also a media to control the other races like Men, Elves and Dwarfs. At the beginning of the 

movie, dark lord Sauron forged some rings to be given for the lords of those races. After that 

he created the ring of fire to control the other rings which means to control those races. Some 

who destroy the ring that were given by Sauron were free from his control, but some who 

were influenced by them became wraiths, Sauron‟s slaves. For Frodo, the ring became a 

burden which he should carry to Mount Doom to destroy it. It became a burden for him 

because in one hand he should destroy it, but in the other hand he also wanted it. Also he 

should keep it from the other people around him who also wanted it. 

 

The Meanings of Swords  

Symbol of Power 

In medieval era, sword as a weapon was used as the symbol of justice and equity and it 

was wielded by knights who protected empire and Church (Deist 76). The sword which was 

clear and well polished means that the knights should be honest and straight in doing their 

duty (Painter 1940:83). Knights as the army in the era of kingdom have a duty to protect their 

empire or Church using their swords as their strength or power. They were responsible to 

keep their land safe from injustice, equity, and dishonest as the description of their foes. If 

their empire or Church was attacked by the enemies, they would be the guards who had 

strength or power in their hands to slay and expel them from their land.  

In the movie, we can easily find the use of swords in warfare to symbolize strength or 

power. At the first battle, when the army of men and elves fought against the orcs, Sauron‟s 

army, they used swordsmen in the frontline. The army of elves marched with their long 
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swords held on the hands of their frontline swordsmen (image1). Similarly, the army of men 

did what the elves army had done to face the orcs together (image 2). They were the knights 

who wanted to expel their enemies from their land because their land was colonialized by 

Sauron. It indicated that the knight of elves and men wanted to show that they were strong 

and powerful to win the battle. They used their sword in the frontline to frighten the enemy 

that they had a great line of strength or power to protect their land. When the victory was 

near, after they did the great battle, Numenor, the king of Gondor from the race of men raised 

his sword and cried out loud to give spirit to his army. This also indicated that he wanted to 

show their strength which was unbeatable by the enemies so that they could win the battle. 

Another scene that shows the use of swords as a symbol of strength is when Arwen, elfish 

princess, faced the wraiths to protect Frodo the ring bearer. After crossing a river, she stopped 

and challenged the wraith to cross the river to fight her. In challenging the wraiths, she drew 

and showed her sword to show her strength and power. Across the river, the wraiths also 

drew their sword before approaching her to show that they had more swords and would be 

able to defeat her. This indicated that the wraiths showed their power through the swords 

before they came to her. Arwen was the knight who had a duty to protect Frodo, the one who 

was responsible to destroy the evil ring. However, at the end they didn‟t really fight using the 

swords because Arwen used his magic words to enliven the water and hit the wraiths until 

they were defeated. 

(Image 1 – 00:03:00) (Image 2 – 00:02:27) 
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Sword as a symbol of strength is also shown when Aragorn, the ranger, told to Frodo that 

he would accompany and protect him in his journey to destroy the ring. In the particular 

situation, Frodo, the small hobbit who had a difficult task to carry the ring to Mount Doom 

which was surrounded by orcs, was unsure whether he can do that. Aragorn in that situation 

said “You have my sword” to show that he has strength or power to help Frodo to complete 

his mission. Aragorn in here was the knight who wanted to protect Frodo using his power 

which was symbolized in his sword. 

From those findings, sword in The Lords of The Ring movie is the signifier and it 

signified power or strength. By marching and raising the swords, the characters believe that 

they have power to fight their enemies or finish the difficult duties which were related to 

warfare. Here, the sign of sword does not only derive denotative meaning as a mere steel 

plate or iron, but it also has a connotative meaning which is powerful or strong. The bringing 

together of those meanings create myth for the sword in which people who rose their sword 

was showing their strength or power.  

 

Symbol of Kingship 

In the middle age, the existence of sword was not only become a mere weapon but also 

kingship. In his essay, entitled “The Sword of Laban as a Symbol of Divine Authority and 

Kingship,” Holbrook (1993:42) stated that “the sword came to be part of the regalia (royal 

objects) owned by kings that justified their kingship and rule.” The kings in ancient era 

owned sword to show their divine authority as king. The famous story of medieval England 

was about King Arthur who defeated the Saxons with his sword named “Caliburn” or 

“Excaliburn” (Holbrook 1993:44). Because of his great victory he became the king. In 
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another version of King Arthur story, the symbol of divine right to kingship was shown in an 

act when Arthur drawing Excalibur from the stone (Holbrook 1993:44). In ancient Near East, 

the existence of sword as a symbol of kingship was also depicted. “For the sultans of Turkey 

the girding on of the sword of Osman was the symbol of authority at their inauguration” 

(Holbrook 1993:47-48). 

As a symbol of kingship, the sword of King Numenor was taken into account. In the first 

battle in Mordor, Numenor, the king of Gondor led his army with his sword in his hand and 

his army followed him from his back. Here, Numenor as the king had an authority as a king 

to order his people to fight the enemies (image 2). Also, when he was died in war because he 

was hit by Sauron‟s weapon, Isildur, his son continued his authority by using the sword and 

won the fight. “The sword was passed on to the heir as a transfer of authority” (Holbrook 

1993:42). After the battle, Isildur became the king of Gondor and owned the sword as the 

symbol of authority which had transferred to him from his father as an heirloom. 

(Image 3 – 01:34:17) (Image 4 – 00:03:10) 

 

Three thousand years after the battle, the sword was still used as an heirloom in the 

throne of Gondor. However, the sword was kept in Rivindell, the elves place to keep it safe 

because Gondor had no king anymore (image 3). The only heir of Isildur is Aragorn, but he 

did not want to be a king, instead he became a ranger. It was due to his discouragement of his 

own capacity that he would be failed in using his authority as king like Isildur did at the past. 

The abandoned sword as the heirloom in here becames a symbol of an abandoned authority 
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of a king. The sword was not placed in Gondor because Gondor had no king who had the 

authority to rule the kingdom.  

Sword of King Numenor in The Lord of The Ring movie is the signifier and kingship 

and the divine authority are the signified. The denotation meaning of King Numenor sword 

which was a sharp steel plate had the other important meanings in connotation which were 

related to kingship and divine authority. People usually bring along those two meanings into 

a myth in which the king sword carried the meaning of kingship and divine authority. 

Symbol of Hope 

The sword in the movie can also symbolize hope. When King Numenor fought against 

Sauron‟s army and he was close to victory, he raised his hand to show the hope of their race 

was in their hands (image 4). As the king of Gondor throne, one of kingdoms which was free 

from Sauron‟s colonialism, he brought his army to take back some of his lands that were 

taken by the evil Sauron who wanted to rule all races in Middle Earth. They fought for hope 

of freedom of his land and his people. They also fought with the elves who also wanted 

peaceful life in their land which was also in Middle Earth. So, when they won this battle, it 

means that they got hope for freedom. As a symbol of hope, sword of Numenor was raised in 

front of his people who was approaching to victory and in front of Sauron‟s army who almost 

lost the battle. 

Another scene shows that the sword symbolizes of hope is when Aragorn promise to 

protect Frodo before the journey to destroy the ring was started. This time, no one of each 

races were able to do the task that was to destroy the ring. Each races wanted the ring to use 

for their own weapon to defeat the evil Sauron who was still alive and built his kingdom and 

army again. They argued and almost fought each other because of the ring. Finally, the small 

hobbit Frodo Bagins decided to take it by himself to Mount Doom to destroy it. It was his 



Unawekla 19 

 

ring who he got from his uncle Bilbo Bagins who found the ring. His hope to destroy the ring 

by asking help for men, dwarves and elves was faded because they wanted to take it for their 

own. He took the ring and decided to bring it alone to Mount Doom although he did not know 

the place and he was not strong enough to fight enemy that he might face during the journey. 

When it seemed that he did not have hope, Aragorn convinced him by promising that he 

would accompany him. In this situation, Aragorn said,” If by my life or death I can protect 

you, I will. You have my sword,” which means “you still have hope to complete the task 

because I will help you will all my life.” It could be inferred that when Frodo did not really 

sure he could complete the task to destroy the ring; Aragorn promised to him that he could do 

it by his help. There was still hope for Frodo. 

The sword of the characters was the signifier for hope as the signified. The denotative 

meaning of sword as a steel plate used as weapon in here has a connotative meaning of hope. 

When the weapon is raised or become a thing to be dedicated along with promise, it has 

another deeper meaning that is hope for the one who see, held, or own it. 

Sword as a symbol in this movie has three connotation meanings. The first one is the 

symbol of power or strength when it is raised in the battle and become a thing for promise. 

The second one was showing the symbol of kingship in which the owner had a divine 

authority. The last one is the symbol of hope that people in the story believe. 

The Meanings of Ring  

Symbol of Social Status 

People wearing ring may symbolize their social status or class in society. In this movie 

there is much evidence that people who wear the ring are only particular people who have a 

certain social or class status. “The wearing of rings in medieval and Renaissance society 
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announced their owner‟s wealth, marital, and class status …” (Hindman 2007:81). Ring in 

that era was a precious jewel that not all people owned it. The expensive price of a ring 

indicates that the owner was wealthy. In fact “Wearing gold rings was evidently a sign of 

class in ancient Roman times: senators, members of the military, physicians, and men of free 

birth had the right to wear gold rings, as confirmed by governmental decree.” (Hindman 

2007:76). In that era, only the higher class who owned gold rings. They were people who 

could buy or made the expensive ring to show their wealth. The slaves or people of middle 

class could only wear rings of bronze and iron which are cheaper. The ways they display their 

wealth through the ring that they wore express the importance of ring to show their social 

status. 

In the beginning of the movie, the narrator said that the beginning of the whole story of 

The Lords of The Ring was the forging of the rings. Three rings were given to the elves, 

seven ring for the dwarf lords, and nine rings for kings of race of men (image 5). Those 

people were the ones who were leaders, lords and kings. They had a high class or social 

status in each of their race. The rings were made to give strength and will to the owners to 

govern each race. Sauron who also had another ring which could control the other rings was 

also a king. He was the king of Mordor, kingdom of darkness. The nine kings of men who 

received the rings were controlled by Sauron, the king of Mordor. As the result, the nine 

kings were cursed into wraiths. They were still kings but in the darkness kingdom under 

Sauron‟s control. 

(Image 5 – 00:01:30) (Image 6 – 01:43:07) 
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Another evidence was when the ring was brought into Rivindell, elves kingdom, there 

were only several people who became the delegations of each race who were invited to see 

and decide what to do with it. There were only important people invited in this secret council. 

From the elves, there was Elrond, the king of elves. From the race of men, there was 

Boromir, the Great Captain of Gondor, and Aragorn, prince of Gondor. From the race of 

dwarf, there was Gimli, son of Gloin who was one of Great lords of dwarves. Also there was 

Frodo Baggins, the owner of the ring, whose uncle was Bilbo Baggins, the rich person in his 

hometown in Shire. This shows that only these particular people who had a higher class status 

who had a right to determine the destiny of the ring. They had the same rights to give 

contributions about what to do to the ring. On the one hand, Boromir as the member of 

military from the race of men demanded the ring to be his weapon to protect his race and also 

the other races. On the other hand, Legolas the military member of elves did not agree with 

Boromir because it had to be destroyed. Gimli from the dwarf lord‟s family thought that the 

elves wanted to take the ring. They almost fought each other because they had the same rights 

to own the ring (image 6). To end the hard discussion, Frodo, the ring bearer took the ring 

and responsible to take the ring to Mount Doom to be destroyed. 

The rings which were owned by the high social class people in the story are the signifier of 

the signified social status. They were made by precious metals which show their value. The 

denotative meaning of the ring as a round precious metal had a connotative meaning which 

was showing social class for the owner. So, when people use the precious ring, they believe 

that they are showing also their social class as the myth meaning. 

Symbol of Magical Power 
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In the medieval age, the existence of ring was also connected into magic. As a symbol of 

magic, middle age people believe that the most commonly magical object at that era was 

magic ring (Scholey 2009:8). In classical literature, ring was used as an object of protection. 

One example of ring used for protection was in Ywain and Gwain story (Scholey 2009:36). 

The ring that Lunet lends to Ywain had power to protect him from guards who searched for 

him. The ring made him became invisible so that they could not see him nearby. The other 

story was also found in Ring of Gyes in which the ring could make the wearer became 

invisible but Gyes used it for the negative purposes such as rape and murder (Scholey 

2009:37). Although each of Lunet and Gyes rings was used for different purposes, negative 

and positive, they symbolized the same thing that is magic. The wearer of those rings could 

be covered by people who wanted to see or search for them. They could hide and do whatever 

they want to do with no one could see. 

The evil ring in the movie also expresses how it symbolizes magic. For instance, the ring 

could make the wearer became invisible. After the first battle in Mordor, after Isildur 

defeated Sauron the owner of evil ring, he took the ring for his own. When he was on his 

journey home, he met some orcs who wanted to take the ring back; he wore the ring and 

disappeared. He ran into the river but unfortunately the ring was undone form his hand and he 

was shot by arrows because he became visible again. In this part, the ring gave Isildur a 

magic to become invisible in the eyes of orcs, but when the ring was undone, he lost the 

magic power and got killed. 

Frodo the ring bearer also used the magic ring as his protection from the enemies. There 

were some events in which he used the ring to disappeared and hide from his enemy. Firstly 

was when the wraiths wanted to kill him and take the ring in watch tower of AmonSul, he 

wore the ring and became invisible. At first the wraiths confused because he was disappeared. 

However, later one wraith could feel the magic ring and tried to take it although he did not 
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see anything. Frodo in invisible condition tried to restrain the ring but later the wraith used 

his sword to stab him. Fortunately, Aragorn came and saved him by expelling the wraiths. 

Frodo was saved because of the magic ring made him invisible so that he could hide until 

Aragorn came and saved him. In another scene, Frodo also used the ring to hide from 

Boromir his fellow who betrayed him. Boromir who promised to protect Frodo from the 

enemies during the journey took an advantage when the other fellows didn‟t realize that 

Frodo was away. Boromir deceived him by some wise words which were full of lie. Knowing 

that Frodo recognized his negative purpose towards him, he ran away from him. When 

Boromir caught his leg and tried to take the ring by force, Frodo wore the ring and 

disappeared. He ran from Boromir and hid in some place. The magic of the ring again saved 

him from his enemy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another thing that made the evil ring in the movie symbolizes magic was the magical 

words inscribed in the ring (Image 7). According to (Scholey 2009:54), the tradition of 

engraving ring with words or phrases is tied up in the belief in the power of the object. It 

means that the power of the words written on the ring had a magical power to make the ring 

became powerful. The evil ring was made by Sauron with those meaningful and magical 

words. The words written on the ring were in Mordor language. The meaning of the words 

was “One ring to rule them all. One ring to find them. One ring to bring them all, and in the 

(Image 7 – 00:37:39) 
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darkness bind them.” The ring was made to control the other rings that were given to the 

elves, dwarves and men. The purpose of creating this ring was to control the lords of each 

race so that Sauron could rule all lives in Middle Earth. With the magical words of the ring, 

Sauron had made the nine kings of men controlled by his power. The nine kings became the 

nine wraiths that he could enslave. When the words on the ring were almost faded, the 

magical power of the ring was also decreased.  

As a weapon which carried a magical power, the signifier ring had a magical power as the 

signified. In this story, the round jewelry as the denotation meaning of ring had a magical 

power as the connotation in which it could influence the wearer‟s mind and make him 

disappeared because its magical power. The characters also believed that if the round 

precious jewel was worn in their finger, they would have a magical power, and it is myth 

meaning.  

Symbol of Exclusivity 

In a marriage, ring is an ideal symbol of bonds and vows (Scholey 2009:17). Woman and 

man who wear ring in their marriage express their bond and vow one to another. It represents 

their unity as wife and husband. They promise each other to love, take care, accept each other 

till the end of their lives as it is stated in the promise of marriage. The term bond is actually in 

connotation with exclusivity or isolation. They can not share their love to the other people. 

They are not allowed to marry other people unless they want to divorce. When they are not 

holding this promise, they are considered as betrayal. Husband and wife have bonded by their 

promise so that they can‟t betray each other and the ring is the object that represents their 

vow. 

The ring in the story which was carried by some characters in turn shows the symbol of 

exclusivity and isolation in each character. Sauron, the real owner of the ring had a will to 

dominate all lives. He put his desire to control all other lives into this ring. Through this ring, 
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he could have the great power to do what he wanted to do. He was isolated by his own malice 

and cruelty which is inside his ring to make all lives ruled by him. The exclusivity was shown 

by which he didn‟t share his power to other people. The other people who took the ring 

would be led to death, curse, or in the situation to make it back to Sauron. The ring had no 

other master, it only belonged to Sauron. 

(Image 8 – 00:06:25) 

 

Another character who was isolated by the ring is creature Gollum. Previously, he was a 

Hobbit named Smeagol who found the ring in the lake when he was fishing with his brother. 

He was cursed by the ring and become a double identity person. In one side he was a nice and 

weak person, but in another side he was so cruel and wild creatures. The ring poisoned his 

mind and brought him deep into a tunnel of Misty Mountain (image 8). He was isolated from 

his normal life because he wanted to keep it for his own. He called the ring as “My own, my 

love, my precious” and always adored it like his wife. He did not care that the ring had 

poisoned his life to be an ugly creature. When it was lost and found by Bilbo, he felt a deep 

loss and was sad. When it was carried by Frodo, he always followed him wherever he went.  

Frodo as the main character of this story was also isolated by the ring. After the ring to 

him from his uncle Bilbo Baggins, he felt that it was his task that no one could ever do it but 

him. Although he was not poisoned like what happened to Gollum, he was isolated by feeling 

that other people could not use the ring properly. When other people wanted to took it from 

him, he tried hard to protect it and take it by himself. He decided to go alone in doing the 
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journey because he thought that the ring could poison his fellows to take it to Sauron. The 

ring made him thought that he should be alone in doing this task, although at the end Sam, his 

hobbit friend forced to accompany him. At first Frodo refused him, but because of Sam 

threatening him by getting into deep lake and drowned, he helped him and allowed him to 

accompany him. 

In this part of discussion, the ring of marriage and the ring as weapon in the movie are 

compared. The ring of marriage signified vow between husband and wife in daily life. The 

bond between a husband and wife shows the exclusivity of their relationship. Meanwhile, the 

ring in the movie which was used as weapon to control the other people signified also the 

exclusivity of the relationship between the wearer and the evil. The denotation meaning of 

ring as a round metal had a connotative meaning exclusive, and people who wear the round 

metal called ring had an exclusive relationship with someone (myth). 

Ring as weapon in this movie became a symbol of social class, magical power and 

exclusivity. The round shape of thing made from precious metal which was carried and 

snatched away by the high social class characters connoted the high social class of the 

wearer. It also connote the magical power of the wearers in which it can made them 

disappeared. It also connoted the exclusivity of the owner because of its influence to the 

wearers‟ mind. 

Conclusion 

Weapons, especially ring and sword, in The Lord of The Ring: The Fellowship of The 

Ring could be elaborated into more meanings than their literal meaning. They symbolize 

different things which were important to build the story and the characters who owned them. 

In the discussion the writer uses some interpretations based on the possible setting of time of 

the movie which was in medieval age. The purpose of connecting the symbols with the 

context of time is to make the interpretation fit with the culture and beliefs in that era. For 
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instance the sword could symbolize power, hope and kingship, and the ring can symbolize 

social class, magic and exclusivity.  

  Sword as a symbol of power was reflected through how the characters raise their swords 

and marched with the swords in their hands. Just like in the era of war, the knights used their 

sword to show their power. Sword as a symbol of kingship was also found in the story in how 

it dealt with the divine authority of the kings and heirloom in the story. Sword as a symbol of 

hope was also shown in the battle when the king raised his sword to his army and when one 

character gave his words for his fellow. 

Ring as a symbol of social class was shown when it became an expression of wealth of the 

owners who are kings, military members, lords, etc. In line with this symbol in the story, 

people in middle age also used ring to symbolize their social class. Ring as a symbol of magic 

was depicted in the movie in how it could make the wearers become invisible. The words 

which were engraved on the ring also gave magical power to the ring. As a symbol of 

exclusivity or isolation, it was shown that the ring poisoned and made the wearer isolated. 

They were cursed and bonded with the power of the ring. 

Through the discussion of weapons symbol in this movie, the writer hopes that it would 

broaden the readers‟ knowledge. Also, it could make the movie spectators be aware of the 

meanings behind some objects which we usually encounter in daily life like swords and rings. 
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