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TEACHER’S PERSPECTIVE ON THE USE OF PICTURES IN 

ENGLISH TEACHING: A STUDY AT ANAK TERANG PRE-

SCHOOL 

Kristin Widya Alviani 

 

Abstract 

The idea of learning English since kindergarten level has been widely grown in 

almost all non-English speaking countries, like Indonesia. However, as an EFL 

learner, learning English can bring about some difficulties for them. Thus, the use of 

pictures in teaching English to young learners is used to assist their learning. This 

study is aimed at investigating the use of pictures for teaching English to young 

learners. For that purpose, three English teachers of Anak Terang pre-School were 

involved. From the obsevation in their class, and from the interview, the study 

revealed that there are two types of pictures used in teaching to help students 

learning. The teachers stated their underlying reasons of using each pictures in their 

class. It stimulates students’ interest, due the requirement of curriculum, and assists 

both teachers and students in teaching learning process. The used of pictures also 

brings advantages, such as it allows the students to see the concrete things and 

assisting the students to understand the material easier; and the disadvantages, such as 

the use of pictures could not be maximal if the material was about moveable creatures 

and it is difficult when not all of the students are familiar with the pictures. 

Key word: teaching English, young learners, pictures, teachers’ perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCTION 

English is one of global languages which is used in many fields such as in 

Economics, Social, Politics and Education. In economics fields, many people use 

English for trading. English is needed because in the world many countries use 

English to communicate with the other people to sell and buy products. In this case, 

English is used to understand what the sellers and the buyers mean. In Social fields, 

English is used by some people who are travelling around the world because English 

is global language and many people understand that. Therefore, it can be used to 

communicate each other. In politics fields, some of rules are written in English so 

people that come from different countries can understand the regulations or laws.  

In education field, English can be used as a foreign language. For example, in 

Indonesia, it is also a foreign language and many Indonesian students learn it in 

school since kindergarten level. The idea of learning English since kindergarten level 

is because at kindergarten level children tend to learn language quickly and easily. 

According to Gordon (2007:44) the way they acquire a second language is similar 

with the way they learn their mother tongue. He argued that at four or five years of 

their lives, they can develop their language. They can master the complexity of 

pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary of their second language. So that is the best 

time for children to learning first language and also learning their second language. 

During particularly intense periods of language learning, such as toddlerhood, young 

children learn a new word every waking hour of their day.  



Although English seems to be potential for young learners to learn it can be 

difficult for them. It is difficult because the pronunciation, spelling, grammar or 

structures of English are different with Indonesian language. According to Gordon 

(2007:67) it may be hard to learn the meaning of new words intentionally, because 

the meaning of most words is very difficult to explain or describe. Children can have 

difficulty in understanding the entire complexity of the word’s meaning. This is the 

first problem and the second problem deals with mastering language skills, such as 

reading, writing, listening and speaking. To master that aspects, the students should 

master the structure, vocabulary, spelling and pronunciation of the language. 

Therefore, the English teacher has to be able to arrange the teaching and learning 

activities. They have to give materials by using a suitable technique and master the 

lesson effectively.  

Due to the difficulties, teachers should try to use various techniques to make 

their teaching and learning process fun and easier to understand, the use techniques 

that are suitable to their characteristics. According to Keduman (2013:2) there are 

some main characteristic of young learners such as children are curious, children are 

imaginative and creative, children have enormous capacity for games and fun, and 

balance the type’s activities. To accommodate those characteristics, teachers can 

provide interesting video, songs, and pictures to attract the students so that they will 

be interested in the materials. One of the many ways that teacher’s usually use is by 

using pictures. For example, if a teacher wants to teach vocabulary about fruits, he or 

she can provide the pictures of apple, mango, grapes and etc. When the teacher wants 

to teach about animals, they can provide pictures about cat, dog, elephants and etc. 



By seeing the pictures, the students must be interested in learning English. Moreover, 

they can memorize the meaning of words more easily, because pictures can attract 

them.  

Such merit of pictures in English as a Foreign Language teaching goes along 

with Klasone (2013) using pictures have a great importance in teaching process. More 

specifically, Albano (2013:1) argued that pictures are good way to improve learners’ 

English. In kindergarten level pictures are also used by the teachers to make the 

process of teaching learning easier. Because some of the students cannot read the 

words, so they use the pictures in teaching and learning process. 

The merit of using pictures can also be seen in the study of Al-Ja’afari (2013), 

he wanted to investigate the views of teachers and learners about the use of pictures. 

He found that the teacher (participants) viewed thatpictures can make a positive 

contribution to vocabulary teaching and learning and the students (participants) also 

think that pictures help them to learn English. Based on the importance of picture in 

English teaching, the writer was interested to investigate the use of pictures for 

teaching young learners in “Anak Terang School”, Salatiga, Jawa Tengah. The aim of 

this study is to answer the following questions: 

1. What kind of pictures are used in the English classrooms? 

2. What are the teachers’ views toward the use of pictures? 

The result of the study is expected to help the teacher of young learners to 

know how pictures can be used for English teaching and learning process in class and 

in what way it can help or impede students’ learning 



THEORITICAL REVIEW 

This section presents definition of pictures, the importance of pictures, types 

of pictures, advantages of the use of pictures, disadvantages of the use of pictures, 

and the last one is pictures and second language acquisition. 

 

Definition of Pictures 

Vernon stated that ”pictures are two dimension visual representations of 

person, places, or things. Photograph prints are most common, but sketches, cartoons, 

murals, cut outs, charts, graphs and maps are widely used”. It means that through 

pictures, learner can see people, places and things, from the picture learner can also 

see image from ancient or future times.  

According to Albano (2013:1) “pictures are more than an image, especially 

when the teacher teaches English. Pictures are essential when it comes to engaging 

students who are learning a new language at any level”. It can make the students 

more interested when they see the pictures and they can be more attractive in teaching 

and learning process. 

Keduman (2013:2) argued that “picture is one tool that can help the students’ 

visual reflection of the object to show the meaning of the right vocabulary”. So it 

means that picture is a paint of the illustration of the people or things that the teacher 

uses to explain the method or the things so that the students can imagine them well 

and they can understand well.  



The Importance of Pictures 

There are some reasons for using pictures in language teaching. The first 

reason is that they are motivating and draw learners’ attention. Because it has 

attractive appeal for the children, it can make them interested more in teaching and 

learning process. Wright (2007:2) stated that “pictures created suspense and surprises 

as well as interest, all of which are important in teaching and learning a foreign 

language. 

Second Klasone (2013:23) stated that if the learner want to understand better 

how to learn a second language, the visual aids will help. Using pictures have a great 

importance in teaching process. In this way, picture can become stimuli to improve 

this situation. Pictures contribute to interest and motivation, it also can affecting the 

learner and giving the learner information about what they have been see in the 

picture. 

 

Types of Pictures 

According to Wright (2007:193), there are some kind of pictures, there are pictures of 

single objects, pictures of one person, pictures of famous people, pictures of several 

people, pictures of people in action, pictures of places, pictures from history, pictures 

with a lot of information, pictures of the news, pictures of fantasies, pictures of maps 

and symbols, pairs of pictures, pictures and texts, sequences of pictures, related 

pictures, single stimulating pictures, ambiguous pictures, bizzare pictures, 



explanatory pictures, students and teachers drawing. There are the definition of that 

kind of pictures: 

a. Pictures of single objects are pictures that only contain one thing. 

For example: food, clothes, cars, animals, everyday objects, and gifts. 

b. Pictures of one person are pictures that contain only one person. 

For example: teacher, doctor, nurse, and police. 

c. Pictures of famous people. 

General things to talk about identity and character. 

d. Pictures of several people. 

General things to talk about some people. 

e. Pictures of people in action. 

General things to talk about everyday activities, describing and naming, 

what they are saying and thinking, what was happened before the action, 

and etc. 

f. Pictures of places. 

General things to talk about places. 

For example home, abroad, landscapes, townscapes, single building and 

views. 

g. Pictures from history. 

Pictures illustrating scenes, costumes and objects from history can be 

used.  

h. Pictures with a lot of information. 



Some pictures are full of information. There may be a lot of people doing 

different things, or it may be landscape or cityscape showing lots of 

objects, buildings, etc. 

i. Pictures of the news.  

News pictures invite identification of the incident, what happened, where, 

when, and to whom. 

j. Pictures of fantasies. 

Fantasy pictures can be cut out of old children’s books. They often 

illustrate everyday activities. For example: eating, sleeping, running, etc. 

k. Pictures of maps and symbols. 

Pictures of symbols can be found in road traffic booklets, holiday, 

brochures, etc. 

l. Pairs of pictures. 

Two copies of the same issue of a magazine will provide pairs of pictures. 

m. Pictures and texts. 

Some pictures have captions or articles accompanying them. For example: 

cartoons, newspaper pictures, advertisements, pictures cut of old books, 

etc. 

n. Sequences of pictures. 

Cartoon strips and instruction strips of pictures are potentially useful. 

o. Related pictures. 

Pictures which are related to each other can be treated as separate pictures 

and used in mini dialogues, etc. 

p. Single stimulating pictures. 



Some photographs show images of people in their environment with great 

sensitivity, which can stimulate speculation and the expression of 

experiences and feelings. 

q. Ambiguous Pictures. 

Some pictures are difficult to understand it might be difficult to recognize 

what the picture represent or what is happening. 

r. Bizzare pictures. 

Bizzare pictures engage people’s attention for a few moments but then 

tend to become boring because it is difficult to relate to them. The teacher 

must set a task in order to retain the students’ attention. The students can 

speculate about what is happening.  

s. Explanatory pictures. 

Pictures taken from specialist publications or old school books often 

explain a process. A picture or wall chart can be looked at while the 

students read or listen to a passage and can help the students to grasp the 

meaning of the text (various stages in the process). 

t. Students and teachers drawing are pictures that produced by themselves. 

Advantages of the Use of Pictures 

In fact, there are some advantages and disadvantages of using pictures in 

learning English. Joklova (2009:16),  she listed several advantages of pictures, such 

as available in everywhere, we can collect that from books, newspaper, and they are 

cheap (one can get them in  any magazines, on the internet, etc.); often  free; they  are 

personal  (teacher  selects  them);  flexibility  -  easily  kept,  useful  for  various  



types  of activities (drilling, comparing, etc.), they are “always fresh and different”, 

which means they  come in  a variety  of formats  and styles  and moreover the 

learner  often wonders what comes next. 

 According to Gerlach (1980:277) pictures are advantageous due to some 

points, they are inexpensive and widely available, provide common experiences for 

an entire group, the visual detail make it possible to study subject, which would turn 

back to be impossible,  can help learners prevent and correct mistakes, offer  a  

stimulus  to  further  study,  reading  and  research  visual  evidence is power tool and 

they help learners to focus attention and to develop critical judgment and also they 

are easily manipulated. 

According to Keduman (2013:9), there are some benefits of the picture used, 

such as: pictures can help the teachers’ difficulties in teaching vocabulary in the 

school by using it, because the teacher cannot bring the real material to the classroom 

to teach vocabulary. Picture can help the students to memorize the lesson easily, 

always remember it and will help students to bring the real area through the picture. 

There are also some advantages of the use of pictures argued by Christina 

(2009:1) such as, pictures can motivate the students in teaching and learning process. 

Using pictures, these difficulties can be overcome. Pictures are very simple and do 

not take a lot of time to find it. They are available from so many sources, it takes very 

little time for teachers to choose and prepare the lesson. Picture speaks a thousand 

words (image is more evocate than words and can imitate a variety of associations. 

Pictures are inspiring students in their learning, they also play a vital role in 

activating and building their background knowledge. 



Disadvantages of the Use of Picture 

However, there is always a downside of picture used. Aljafari (2014:3) stated 

that “it can be quite time consuming to find the right pictures for a specific type of 

activity for a beginning teacher who lacks his or her own collection. Furthermore, 

when the collection of pictures is once made, it can serve for a long time”. 

Furthermore, he argued that disadvantages of pictures used in teaching and 

learning process, are as follows: students pay attention on the picture more than on 

learned material, it takes time and costs much to provide attractive pictures, small  

and  unclear  pictures  may  arouse  problems  in  the  teaching  learning process since 

the students may misunderstand about the pictures and pictures should be appropriate 

not only for the language to be learned but also for the lasses they are being used for. 

Pictures also need to be visible especially if they are being shown to the whole class 

they need to be big enough for everyone to see. 

Pictures and Second Language Acquisition 

In second language acquisition, comprehensible input is important for 

learning language. As Krashen argued, it also can be an input. Linse and Nunan 

(2007:13) argued that there are many different ways that teacher can make input 

comprehensible. Pictures as well as posters, bulletin board, direct instruction also can 

be an input.  

Here are some suggestions to make pictures as an input. The first stage is set 

the stage. Provide the context. For example, if you are going to talk about farm 

animals, you may want to put up a bulletin board of a scene with pictures of cows, 



chickens, horses and other animals. Second, build schema by relating a new topic to 

the students’ prior knowledge and experiences. Third provide a variety of input. Be 

sure to provide visual, auditory, and tactile input. Use props, realia and pictures. 

Feely boxes (boxes with tactile items inside that children can feel and touch, such as 

item that are hard, soft, fury, smooth, metal, etc.) and headphones at listening centers 

are often neglected but good sources of input. Forth, make a classroom language rich 

with environmental print such as labels on the wall, posters with words, and 

children’s books. Fifth, model each instruction, as is given. Be sure to give only one 

instruction at a time so that children can directly link the instruction with the actual 

directions. And then the last one is use language while you are performing different 

actions. For example, if you are opening a child’s thermos, you could say, I’m 

opening your thermos for you. It is really hard.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This chapter provides information on the research methods of this thesis. This 

section discusses context of the study, participant, research instrument, data collection 

procedure, and data analysis procedure. 

Context of the Study 

This study was conducted at Anak Terang, especially pre-school class in the 

second semester of 2013/2014. The school is located in Salatiga, Jawa Tengah. The 

reason why the writer chose this pre-school class is because the teachers in that class 

use pictures in teaching English to the students more often than the other teachers. 

Participants 

The participants were 3 teacher of Pre-school class. The teachers were all 

female. One of them was a teaching practicum student of English Teacher Education 

Program of Satya Wacana Christian University. 

Instrument of Data Collection 

The instrument used for data collection was observation and interview. The 

use of observation in this study was aimed at answering the following questions: what 

kinds of pictures are used in the English classrooms. First, the observation was done 

10 times because in the ten meetings, the pattern of pictured used by the teacher could 

be drawn. Digital camera was used to take a photo of the use of pictures in classroom. 

Additionally, the observation sheet (see figure 1) was used to take notes of 

frequency of picture used and some important points about during the teaching and 



learning process are written in order to complete and support the data. During the 

observations, the writer played as a non-participant observer. The reason is simply 

because the writer wanted to decrease influence the classroom’s natural condition.  

Figure 1: Observation sheet 

Observation Sheet 

Topic: 

Class time: 

Class length: 

No Date  Picture used and activity in the 

classroom 

Notes 

1    

2    

 

The second instrument used was interview. It was conducted to all teachers in 

order to dig out the teachers’ views toward the use of pictures. The writer took notes 

the conversations during the interview. 

 

 

 

 



Data Collection Procedure 

First, the writer began by getting permission from the teacher to do the 

observation. During the observation, the writer took the photo of the class activity 

and noted all the activity using the observation sheet. Then, the writer made an 

appointment to the teachers to do interview after the observations was done. Each 

teacher was interviewed at different time. 

 

Data Analysis Procedure 

The data from the observation sheet was analyzed and categorized based on 

the first research question of this study. Meanwhile, the data from the interview was 

categorized based on the second research question of this study. Then, all the data 

was divided into some emerging subtopics and presented descriptively as the extracts. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents the research finding and the discussion of the finding in 

attempts answer the research questions of this study: 1) what kinds of pictures are 

used in the English classroom? 2) What are the teachers’ views toward the use of 

pictures? The discussion of the second research question is then divided into two 

subtopics. The first subtopic is types of pictures used in the English classroom and 

the second subtopic is teachers’ underlying reasons toward the use of pictures. 

 

 



Types of Pictures Used in the English Classroom 

Based on the total ten observations done, it was found that only two types out 

from the total 20 types of pictures presented by Wright (2007:193) were used in the 

classroom. The pictures used were pictures of single objects and pictures of famous 

people. The percentage of the using of both pictures could be seen on the following 

chart. 

Figure 2: 

 

The chart shows that 90% of pictures used in teaching English are pictures of 

single objects. These kinds of pictures were frequently used by the three English 

teachers to teach vocabularies, alphabets, and number (e.g. apple, kite, bee, sharpener, 

snowman, heart, strawberry, and etc). Based on the observation during the teaching 

process in the class, the teachers showed a picture of several apples to be used in 

learning number. Next, the teachers asked the students to find which one is the 

picture of six apples or how many apples are in the picture. In one class meeting, 

teachers provided two or more objects for the students to be learnt. 

90% 

10% 

Percentage of Pictures Used 

Pictures of single
objects

Pictures of famous
people



Another type of picture used in the teaching was pictures of famous people. 

This kind of picture was used in the teaching process for only 10%.  The pictures of 

famous people were used by the teachers for a story telling section. Based on the 

observation done by the writer during the class, the teachers showed pictures of some 

characters in a certain story for a story telling activity. For example, to tell the story 

of Sadrach, Mesakh, and Abednego taken from the Bible, the teacher showed a 

picture of three men to describe Sadrach, Mesakh, and Abednego. Then, the teacher 

used the pictures to visualize the story and the characters in the story. Interestingly, 

this practice of using this kind of picture in the story telling activity is the similar with 

what Wright (2007:193) had stated that picture can be used to talk about identity and 

character. 

Teachers’ Views toward the Use of Pictures 

In this subtopic the writer found that the teachers have several views toward the 

use of pictures. The first one is teachers’ reasons of using pictures. The second one is 

teachers’ views toward the advantages and disadvantages of the pictures used. 

 

Teachers’ reasons of using pictures 

 The first reason obtained from the questionnaire is to stimulate students’ 

interest in learning English. Pictures are believed to give an ease to the students to 

understand the material and as a result, students were willing to learn. The following 

extract from the questionnaire provides the proof how the two types of pictures 

stimulate the students’ interest to learn English according to the teachers’ views. 



Extract 1 

“Gambar membuat siswa lebih tertarik untuk belajar.” (Teacher 1) 

 

The extract shows that the students are likely to be more interested when 

learning through a picture. The eye catching objects in the picture might attract the 

students to learn more. It is supported by Wright (2007:2) who stated that “pictures 

created suspense and surprises as well as interests.” Through pictures, students got 

the chance to see the concrete things in which would make the explanation of the 

material clearer. The second reason is due to the requirement of the curriculum. The 

following is the extracts of the questionnaire which shows the teachers’ reason of 

using both of the picture types in the teaching. 

Extract 2 

“Penggunaan gambar sesuai dengan kurikulum sekolah.” (Teacher 1) 

 

Extract 3 

“Penggunaan gambar sesuai dengan kurikulum, yaitu agar siswa dapat 

mengetahui bentuk asli dari konteks yang diajarkan, bukan hanya teorinya saja.” 

(Teacher 2) 

The third reason is the use of pictures provides assistance for both the teacher 

and students in the teaching and learning process, especially in coping with the 

students’ different background knowledge of English. Some of the students have 

good background knowledge of English, but some do not. It became a difficulty for 

the teachers in teaching the material. Since, the students who have no background 

knowledge of English may not accept the oral explanation as quickly as those who 



have good background knowledge. The following extracts provide a proof based on 

the teachers’ perspectives. 

Extract 4 

“Ya, ada siswa yang tidak memiliki latar belakang bahasa inggris.”  

(Teacher 2) 

 

Teachers’ views on the advantages and disadvantages of the pictures used 

Generally, the result of this study showed that the use of pictures, both 

pictures of single objects and famous people, have some advantages and 

disadvantages. The study revealed two advantages of using pictures. The first 

advantage is that pictures are concrete so that it could develop the students’ 

imagination. It allows the students to see the concrete things, not only guessing the 

look of the objects. The extract below provides the proof based on the teachers’ 

views. 

Extract 5 

“Gambar bersifat konkret sehingga mampu mengembangkan imajinasi anak. 

Anak tidak hanya mengira bentuknya saja” (Teacher 2) 

The second advantage is that pictures could assist the students to understand 

the material easier. According to the teachers, when it is impossible to bring the real 

object into the class, the use of pictures really helps the students in their learning. 

Extract 6 

“Jika guru tidak dapat membawa benda yang sebenarnya ke dalam kelas, maka 

guru dapat menggunakan gambar untuk mengajar dan memperlihatkan benda 

tersebut kepada siswa.” (Teacher 1) 

The findings was supported by Keduman (2013:9) who stated that picture can 

help the teachers’ difficulties in teaching vocabularies in the school by using it, 



because the teacher cannot bring the real material to the classroom and it helps 

students to memorize the lesson easily and always remember it. Even though 

sometimes it was impossible to bring the real things into the class, students might 

easily memorize and remember the material when they see such things through 

pictures. 

On the other hand, the use of pictures also brought two disadvantages in the 

teaching learning activity. The first disadvantage is that the use of pictures could not 

be maximal if the material was about moveable creatures. It is because the students 

could only see the unmovable objects in the pictures. Moveable pictures seemed to be 

more interesting rather than unmovable pictures. According to the teachers, when the 

material is about moveable creatures, such as animal, the teaching and learning 

process would be maximal when teachers are using moveable pictures to explain the 

material. 

Extract 7 

“Jika tema pembelajaran adalah makhluk yang dapat bergerak, maka akan 

menjadi kurang maksimal, karena anak hanya melihat gambar yang tidak 

bergerak. Gambar bergerak daripada gambar diam” (Teacher 2) 

The second disadvantage is difficulties in the using of pictures of famous 

people in the story telling activity. According to the teachers, not all of the students 

were familiar with the person in the pictures. Moreover, when the story was too long, 

the teacher said that it was better to show a video rather than using pictures. The 

following is the extract based on the teacher’s views. 

 

 



Extract 8 

“Ya, tidak semua siswa tahu tokoh yang diceritakan dalam gambar, dan ketika 

ceritanya terlalu panjang, akan lebih baik menggunakan video.”  

(Teacher 2) 

The study might revealed different problem that occur in the use of each 

picture during the teaching process. Nevertheless, the result of this study showed that 

both of the pictures types brought the same weakness that might obstruct the 

students’ learning process. According to the teachers, when the pictures size is too 

small, the students would snatch away to take a look at the pictures closely. 

CONCLUSION 

 This study is aimed at investigating the use of pictures for teaching English to 

young learners. To do that, there are three research questions used to answer. The first 

one is kind of pictures are used in the English classrooms; the second one is the 

teachers’ views toward the used of pictures; and the third one is teachers’ view son 

the advantages and disadvantages of the pictures used. Regarding with the research 

question one, the study revealed that teachers used two types of picture: pictures of 

single objects and pictures of famous people. Pictures of single objects were 

commonly used to teach vocabularies, alphabets, and number, whereas, the pictures 

of famous people were used for a story telling section. 

 This study also revealed that there were three underlying reasons for the 

teachers in using pictures in the process of teaching. The first one is to stimulate 

students’ interest in learning English. The second reason is due to the requirement of 

the curriculum. The last reason is because the use of pictures provides assistance for 



both the teacher and students, particularly in coping with the students’ different 

background knowledge of English. 

 Furthermore, in response to the third research question, the advantages and 

disadvantages of using pictures, the finding came up with some advantages. For 

example, using pictures allows the students to see the concrete things and it assists 

the students to understand the material easier. On the other hand, using pictures can 

bring about some disadvantages. For instance, the use of pictures could not be 

maximal if the material was about moveable creatures.  Second, teachers found it 

difficult when not all of the students familiar with the person in the pictures used for a 

story telling activity. 

 Reflecting to the finding of this study, which indicated that different pictures 

may have different used, advantages, and disadvantages, it gives consideration for 

those who work in the area of teaching English for young learners to use pictures 

based on the students’ need. Even though the findings showed that the use of pictures 

may have some weaknesses, it can be concluded that mostly the use of picture 

brought a positive assistance for the students of Anak Terang Pre-School in learning 

English. 

 Nevertheless, the findings of this study cannot be generalized to all contexts 

because other similar study might result differently. Since, the subject of this study 

was limited to a group of young EFL learners in one research site. Relating to the 

number of research setting, it is suggested for other researcher to conduct the other 



studies on the use of picture to different group level such as adult learners in more 

widely research setting. 
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