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Thesis 

Katherine Ann Watson’s Struggles to Empower Women and Oppose the Patriarchy in Mona Lisa 

Smile 

ABSTRACT 

Using literature people can tell what they attempt to express the matters that happen in life. 

It is one of the ways to make people understand human experiences and see the social relationship 

clearly. Also it reflects the reality sometimes. Through literature people can also teach and educate 

others to communicate the emotion or expression. In life, people cannot avoid conflict because we 

live in a society with varieties characteristics and different needs. Sometimes it is a necessity to 

make progresses. Also it is as one important aspect in literature to build the story more “life” or 

dramatic. In this study the writer attempts to find out about what are the problems that leading to 

conflict between the main character Katherine Ann Watson and the society of Wellesley College. 

Apart from that how she dealt with all the barriers and the conflict is also my inquiry As in film 

“Mona Lisa Smile” which tells about a gorgeous smart educated woman named Catherine Ann 

Watson who moved to teach in Wellesley College brought her own ideality with progressivism idea 

and she ought to facing the conservatism in thinking, she become the icon of gender equality for 

women in that era. They, the society of Wellesley College and surroundings never stopped talking 

and gossiping her. The one who is brave and stand alone brought the values of equality for women 

in a society which patriarchy is still beneath strong. She had to deal with all the students parents 

and school commitee members who dislike her way of teaching and she had to change the frigidity 

way of teaching in the emancipation era at that time. 

Keyword: socio-cultural, gender-equality, progressivism, patriarchy, conflict. 

INTRODUCTION 

Background of the Study 

Values in literature are the same as value in life, for literature at its best is life. It is not 

just about life; it is life itself. (Mary Ellen Chase 1965: 1) 

Literature can teach us to learn about life because it is a part of human life and it gives 

us something to be learnt as values of life. Besides, it can be used as a media to show to 
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others about our idea, expressions and feelings also as the methods to facilitate our 

understanding the experiences of human being. One of the literary products is film. 

One film that the writer selected is “Mona Lisa Smile” which was published in 2003. 

My intention in choosing this film is due to it consists of the woman; Katherine Ann 

Watson as a feminist with her own way of thinking and her struggle to gain the real 

equality of women in the society. Been long time women have been seeking and 

struggling for equal rights with men. In the United States, the "first wave" of feminism 

began in 1848 and lasted roughly until the 1960's. The primary gains of first wave 

feminists were the right to vote and the right to practice birth control. The right to vote 

in America was finally granted to women in 1920. This was 144 years after the 

Revolutionary War granted men that "inalienable" right. Concurrent with the fight for 

the vote was the fight for women to control their reproductive systems. The birth control 

movement was begun by Margaret Sanger, a public health nurse, around 1919, and 

continues to this day. In 1936, the Supreme Court finally declassified birth 

control information obscene (Senft, Terri:2001)).  

However after gained the some parts of their rights like to vote and to control birth they 

were not using all the rights that they have been gotten well. In this thesis the writer 

attempts to analyze what happen in “Mona Lisa Smile” regarding how women waste 

their opportunity. Katherine Ann Watson as the female character in movie “Mona Lisa 

Smile” attempts very hard to empower women in the Wellesley College at that time in 

1953. 

 The reason why I choose this “Mona Lisa Smile” movie as my object is because I am  

interested in studying the movie deeper and the movie is comprise of the messages about 
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equality for men and women, neither one is the superior than the other. They are being 

exists to complete one and each others.  

 

Object of the study 

The object of the study is “Mona Lisa Smile” which was released in 2003, a romantic 

drama film produced by Revolution Studios and Columbia Pictures in association 

with Red Om Films Productions, directed by Mike Newell, written by Lawrence 

Konner and Mark Rosenthal, and starring Julia Roberts, Kirsten Dunst, Maggie 

Gyllenhaal, and Julia Stiles. The title is a reference to the Mona Lisa, the famous 

painting by Leonardo da Vinci, and the song of the same name, originally performed 

by Nat King Cole, which was covered by Seal for the movie. Julia Roberts as Katherine 

Ann Watson has certainly done well in portraying a liberal in this film saturated with an 

obscure sense of what women’s roles ought to be. Throughout the film, the reader will 

find a mixture of harlotry and affairs, while women try desperately to remove the corset 

of the 1950s our society has deemed “freeing” in this era. 

Screenwriters Mark Rosenthal and Lawrence Konner have done a remarkable job in my 

view. The stories of each individual intertwine as they experience life in their own way. 

Julia Stiles is superb when challenging Julia Roberts’ character in a face-off regarding 

the choice of career or marriage. Katherine Watson (Julia Roberts) who portrays a 

bohemian from California is a newcomer to Massachusetts’ Wellesley College, which 

has a long lineage of being one of this country’s top liberal arts colleges, as well as a 

leader in the education of women. Katherine arrives with dreams of her own and a 

passion to make a difference in the lives of those she teaches. As an art professor, she 
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has some tough work ahead, as she finds these women of the 1950s stuck in tradition 

and in need of some coaxing on the road of personal fulfillment, which is taboo. 

After an angelic church hymn chanted in the cathedral, it is recited at the opening school 

day and sets the tone, “Who knocks at the door of learning? I am every woman. What do 

you seek? To awaken my spirit through hard work and dedicate my life to knowledge.” 

Katherine finds out on her first day of instructing that her students have read and 

memorized the entire text. However, they fail in preparing to consider Art, and form 

their own opinions. Also, the school office worker tells her that she was not the first 

choice for the teaching position of History of Art 100. Overall, Katherine’s fear catches 

up with her and failure begins to visit, but not for long. Katherine along with the school 

nurse is branded for their subversive behavior. Katherine decides to implement 

unconventional methods of teaching. Off campus, she introduces her students to Modern 

Art in a warehouse while the school nurse (Juliet Stevenson) is reprimanded and 

discharged for distributing contraceptives to students. Furthermore, the nurse’s 

reputation of being homosexual follows her. Both women are considered progressive, 

forward thinkers, and a threat to Wellesley’s conservatism.  

 

Socio-Cultural 

 Vygotsky defines socio-culture as an emerging theory in psychology that 

looks at the important contributions that society makes to individual 

development. This theory stresses the interaction between developing people and 

the culture in which they live (Vygotsky, 1978). 

Through this theory related to the story shows that the culture and social life in 

the Wellesley College at that time in 1953 was still being affected by the way of 
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patriarchal view that limiting the women in achieving the equality is supported 

by the state of Massachusetts by legal law. Thus, the patriarchal view is hard to 

be broken because the offspring; the girls and the boys whom growing up at that 

time in the Massachusetts are being contaminated by that view of patriarchal by 

everyday interaction with their parents, teachers, the societies and events whom 

shared the view (Kublin et al. 1998:287)  

 

Gender Equality 

One of the issues that is brought by this movie is gender equality, as stated by 

United Nations Report of the Economic and Social Council for 1997, 1997: 

“Gender equality also known as sex equality or sexual equality, is the goal of the 

equality of the genders” It is very clear that women and men are equal in any 

field. In the Mona Lisa Smile the term of gender equality is not being 

implemented by that era, supporting by the patriarchal government beneath the 

community which causing the lack on abilities and freedom of women. 

Examples of the sectors which women were inequally treated were economy, 

education, law, expressions, freedom to choose, and social life.  The stereotype 

of woman that "a woman's place is in the house" has largely determined the ways 

in which women have expressed themselves. Gender equality is the measurable 

equal representation of women and men. Gender equality does not imply that 

women and men are the same, but that they have equal value and should be 

accorded equal treatment. (ippf.org) 

 

Progressivism  
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 Progressivism is a general political philosophy advocating or favoring 

social, political, and economic reform. Progressivism emerged as part of a more 

general response to the vast social changes brought by industrialization. (Walter 

Nugent, 2010) Katherine came to Wellesley College single mindedly with her 

own way of thinking, she is a forward thinker. With her capability, ability and 

will she wanted to make a difference and open her students mind and also the 

community to be equally treated men and women  

Progressivism is a term that encompasses a wide spectrum of social movements 

that include environmentalism, labor, agrarianism, anti-poverty, peace, anti-

racism, civil rights, women’s rights, animal rights, social justice and political 

ideologies such as anarchism, communism, socialism, social democracy, and 

liberalism (Petersen: 2013) 

 

Patriarchy 

 According to Jaggar and Rothenberg, patriarchy is the system in which men 

have more power than women have, and have more access to whatever social 

esteem. What society esteems obviously various from culture to culture; but if 

you look at the spheres of power, you will find that all who have it are male” 

(82). Patriarchal seems controlled the society, the rules of Wellesley College 

even tough that college is girls college and the most conservative college in the 

United States but still women were lack in their powers and abilities, and the 

man government also structure of the society controlled over all. 

 The society of Massachusetts and over Wellesley College was at that time 

strictly practiced the patriarchal way of life in any custom over the decades. 
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Patriarchal (adj.) describes a general structure in which men have power over 

women. Society (n.) is the entirety of relations of a community. A patriarchal 

society consists of a male-dominated power structure throughout organized 

society and in individual relationships. (Napiposki: 2013). 

 

Conflict 

Conflict theory is emphasizing the role of coercion and power in producing 

social order. As Anderson, M.L. and Taylor, H.F. stated that this perspective is 

derived from the works of Karl Marx, who saw society as fragmented into 

groups that compete for social and economic resources. Social order is 

maintained by domination, with power in the hands of those with the greatest 

political, economic, and social resources. When consensus exists, it is 

attributable to people being united around common interests, often in opposition 

to other groups. (2009) 

According to that conflict theory, inequality in the Wellesley College exists 

because those in control of a disproportionate share of state of Massachusetts 

society’s resources actively defend their advantages of patriarchy and disagree 

with Katherine Ann Watson point of view about the emancipation for women. 

This perspective emphasizes social control, not consensus and conformity. 

Groups and individuals advance their own interests, struggling over control of 

societal resources. Those with the most resources exercise power over others 

with inequality and power struggles resulting. There is great attention paid to 

class, race, and gender in this perspective because they are seen as the grounds of 

the most pertinent and enduring struggles in society. As portrayed in the Mona 

http://sociology.about.com/od/Profiles/p/Karl-Marx.htm
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Lisa Smile movie the lack on gender equality between men and women in 

Wellesley College and Katherine tries to make the emancipation of women there.  

To take another definition of conflict, Michael Nicholson (1992) defines it as an 

activity which takes place when conscious beings (individuals or groups) wish to 

carry out mutually inconsistent acts concerning their wants, needs or obligations. 

Conflict is an escalation of a disagreement, as it shows in the movie which 

shows that  Katherine Ann Watson disagrees with the view of patriarchy in the 

Wellesley College oppresses the women itself, which is its common prerequisite, 

and is characterized by the existence of conflict behavior, in which the beings are 

actively trying to damage one another. As it shown the conflicts and barriers that 

Katherine has to deal between her with the Wellesley College community, the 

male represents patriarchy power Bill Dunbar and Paul and even her disciple, 

Betty Warrent. 

 

 

 Based on the writer observation, this study about “Mona Lisa Smile” is not the first 

one has been done, but some scholars around the world also have discussed about it. 

Two of them are Amani Hamdan’s “FILM REVIEW Mona Lisa Smile”: More than a 

smile”. Faculty of Education at University of Western Ontario, Canada. 2005; who 

discussed about the story which related with women struggle and women in society of 

Arabic descent in the United States of America and Middle East. While another one is 

Anna Diah Wulansari’s “An Analysis of the Wellesley College Female Students’ View 

on The Institutional Role of Women as Depicted in Mona Lisa Smile Film”, Faculty of 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Nicholson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disagreement
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Language and Literature at Satya Wacana Christian University, Indonesia in 2005; she 

focused on the characters of Wellesley College’s girls related to feminist mystiques.  

This study is differs from other mentioned studies in the sense of that I focus on the 

major characters’ struggles for same right and liberation in a conservative society at that 

time and how she dealt with the obstacles and here the writer limiting the obstacles into 

three conflicts. The struggles attempted by Watson with first the society at that time; the 

culture of Wellesley College; second with the men: Professor Bill Dunbar and her fiancé 

Paul Moore, and the last with her disciple’s Betty Warren. 

 

Statement of the Problems 

In this study the writer attempts to find out about: 

1. What are the problems that lead to conflict between the main character Katherine 

Ann Watson and the society of Wellesley College?  

2. How did she deal with all the barriers and the conflict which showing the feminist 

idea? 

 

Objective of the Study 

 The primary aim of the study is to find out the struggle of a woman dealng with 

problems and the problems that came from the society in the film (Mona Lisa Smile), 

which were reflected through the interaction among Katherine Ann Watson and the 

other characters in this film at Wellesley College the United States of America by the 

time 1953. From so many concept of feminist ideas, the writer attempts to use feminism 

theory developed by Betty Friedan in second wave feminism in analyzing Mona Lisa 

Smile film. 
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Research Methodology 

 To answer the research question and significant of the studies, the method that is 

used in this study is qualitative method. According to Bogdan & Taylor in Moleong 

(2004:3)”Qualitative methodologist refers to research procedures which produce 

descriptive data: peoples’ own written or spoken words and observable behavior”. As 

stated before by Bogdan and Taylor, I will try to analyze intepret and then find all the 

details in the movie to answer the research questions by taking descriptive data from the 

movie, the dialogues, the quotations and monologues.  This method describes and 

analyses feminist ideas in the film "Mona Lisa Smile" which is an independent study on 

the movie by watching the movie. Take the parts from the script, classifying the data 

from film “Mona Lisa Smile”.  

 

Data Gathering Method 

 The writer used library research to obtain the information and also the essential one 

is watching closely and intensive watching the movie to get the details or materials on 

literary, besides to collect the data the writer watched the film and cited the dialogues. 

The writer also used primary data and secondary data, and books to find the theories and 

approaches to make good statement. The data-analysis which had been done were: 

coding. The writer codes the evidences from the text in the film, to answer the research 

questions; classifying, the writer classified the evidences from the text into several 

group according to the chapter where the evidences came from: the story, the conflicts 

and the adjustments. Interpreting, the writer interpreted the data and the problems stated 

in the research questions by using theoretical background and review of literature as the 
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basis for the interpretation. In this study, the data that was collected qualitatively 

analyzed. In this analysis, the writer explained the data in this film by analyzing the 

main character in Mona Lisa Smile film by using Feminist theory. 

 

 

Significance of the Study 

 One of the messages in Mona Lisa Smile’s film is about equality from women in 

that era, the struggling through the society which is very strict and strongly 

conservative. In spite of their belief on the equality but some inequalityies still occurred 

in the society through women. This story which shows the gender equality in many 

aspects of life hopefully can become good model for the readers, both for female and 

male readers. 

 

 

THEORETICAL DISCUSSION 

 From so many concept of feminist ideas, the writer attempts to use feminist theory 

developed by Betty Friedan in second wave feminism in analyzing Mona Lisa Smile 

film. The writer uses this theory is because it talks about the liberal feminism that seeks 

the right equality in social life, though in practice that can be meant balance, at several 

of stages, with men. Besides, the condition in that film also appropriate with the 

condition of American women in 1953 who seek rights in education, career and a 

family as well. 

 

Second Wave Feminism 
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 Second wave feminism is a term used to describe a new period of feminist collective 

political activism and militancy, which emerged in the late 1960s. The concept of 

"wave" of feminism was it self only applied in the late 1960s and early 1970s and 

therefore its application to a previous era of female activism tells us a great deal about 

the dawning second wave 

 “Whereas the first wave lobbied for women's enfranchisement via the vote and 

access to the professions as well as the right to own property, the second wave feminist 

talked in terms of 'liberation' from the oppressiveness of a patriarchally defined society. 

Equality had not been achieved by enfranchisement and so it was time to reflect on life 

beyond the public sphere” (Pilcher & Imelda: 2004). So second-wave feminism refers 

to the resurgence of feminism activity in the late 1960s and 1970s, when protest again 

centered around women's inequality, although this time not  only in terms of women's 

lack of equal political rights but in the areas of family, sexuality and work 

 The movement encouraged women to understand aspects their own personal lives as 

deeply politicized, and reflective of a sexist structure of power. Liberal feminism's 

second stage, we saw, eek equality of opportunity; though in practice that mean parity, 

at various levels, with men (Evans, 1995:47). So Second-wave Feminism was largely 

took concern with other issues of equality, such as end to discrimination. 

 In the book of American History it was stated that during the 1950s and 1960s 

increasing number of married women entered the labor force, but in 1963, the averae 

working women earned only 63 percent of what a man made. In this year, a woman 

author, Betty Friedan, published The Feminine Mystique, an explosive critique of 

middle-class patterns that helped millions of women articulate a pervasive sense of 

discontent. Arguing that women often had no outlets for expression other than "finding 
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a husband and bearing children," Friedan encouraged readers to seek new roles and 

responsibilities, to seek their own personal and professional identities rather than have 

them defined by outside, male-dominated society. 

 Such a system causes women to completely lose their identity in that of their family. 

Friedan specifically locates this system among post World War II middle-class 

suburban communities. At the same time, America's posy-war economic boom had led 

to the development of new technologies that were supposed to make household work 

less difficult, but that often had the result of making women's work less meaningful and 

valuable. 

 Women themselves took measure to improve their lot. In 1966, 28 professional 

women, including Betty Friedan, established the National Organization for Women 

(NOW) in order to take action in bringing American women into full participation in 

the mainstream of American society now. NOW and similar organizations helped to 

make women increasingly aware of their limited opportunities and strengthened their 

resolve to increase them. (Am Outline of American History). 

 

DISCUSSION 

 To analyze the major character Katherine Ann Watson’s struggles for same right and 

liberation in a conservative society at that time and how she dealt with the obstacles as 

depicted in Mona Lisa Smile movie, the writer limited the obstacles into three conflict, 

they are: the struggles attempted by Watson with first the society at that time, the 

culture of Wellesley College; second with the men, Professor Bill Dunbar and her 

fiancé Paul Moore. The last with her disciple’s Betty Warren. The second discussion 
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how she dealt with the obstacles and what she had done with her feminist idea over her 

students there. 

 

1. The Struggles Attempted by Watson with the Society of Wellesley College 

 In this film Katherine's appearance is narrated and visualized as a perfect woman; 

she is beautiful, smart, brave, charismatic and charming as well.  However, that does not 

avoid Katherine from accepting any obstacles from people around her in Wellesley. The 

first disrespectful treatment she experienced is when she teaches her class. Initially her 

students try to outsmart her. Her face is very pale at that time. And then her students 

disrespect her by leaving the class even thought the class is not finished yet. All of her 

students had already mastered all the material in syllabus that she will teach. This situation 

makes Katherine feels insecure 

. 

 Katherine :  Could someone please get...? Thank you. 

         By a show of hands only how many of you have read the entire  

       text? 

 Suzan  :  And the suggested supplements. 

 Giselle  :  Long way from Oakland State? 

 Katherine  :  Well, you girls do prepare. 

 Betty   :  If you've nothing else for us we could go to independent study. 

 
 

 In her professional life at Wellesley, Katherine also undergoes intimidation from 

President Carr, the Headmaster of Wellesley College. Katherine’s warned that her contract 

in college will be finished if she continues to interact with her students outside the subject 

as she has been doing for all of that period. 

 President Carr  : I have been getting some calls about your teaching   

       methods Katherine. They are a little unorthodox for   

        Wellesley. We are traditionalist, Katherine. 

 Katherine  : Yes, I noticed. 

 President Carr  : So if you would like to stay here. 

 Katherine  : Is that a question? 

 President Carr  : More a discussion. 
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 Katherine  : About my staying here? 

 President Carr  : You'll have your format review in May. Until then a littl less  

        modern art. Happy holidays. 

 Katherine  : And to you. 

 
 

 From the dialog above we can assume that the faculty cannot accept Katherine's 

modern methods of teaching in her class at Wellesley because their methods are still 

traditional. And they think Katherine's way of teaching is unorthodox for Wellesley. She 

insisted to stop the way she teach such as give a new material beyond the lecturer and give 

her lesson out of class. She must follow the established rules there. So, they warn 

Katherine that she could be if she still continues to teach the student with her own way, she 

will be fired. Although she gets complaint from boards of Wellesley about her way in 

teach and she will be fired if she does not follow the established rules. But she stands her 

idealism to teach the students. 

 Moreover, Katherine's desire to make a change at Wellesley can also be seen when 

she meets Professor Bill Dunbar. When Katherine goes to a bar to get some drinks, she 

meets with Professor Bill there. He says that Katherine is a progressive woman who has 

forward thinking. Besides, he also says that Katherine comes to Wellesley to set the young 

women free from the old tradition. 

 

 Bill  : Yeah, they say you're progressive, a forward thinker. Are you? 

 Katherine  : There are a lot of labels here. I have noticed. Right family, right  

     school, right art, right way of thinking. 

 Bill   : Well, saves the effort on thinking for yourself. 

 Katherine : How do you expect to ever make a difference if everything is a joke? 

 Bill  : Oh, Katherine Watson comes to Wellesley to set us all free? Come on. 

 Katherine  : Thank you for the drink. 
 

 From the dialogue, we can see that the college has the standard mindset about right 

family, right school, and right art at the same time. That is why she want to change the 

girls mindset about ne perspective in life beside the standard mindset that established by 

the college. She shows it clearly in every chance that she has from the styles she teaches 
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her students and her thought. That is why almost everyone in Wellesley knows about her 

personality that is progressive and her mission to make a change. On the other hand, her 

seriousness about what she believes is offended by Bill's statement that assumes that thing 

just as a joke. 

 

2. The Obstacles Experiencing by Katherine with Her Disciple’s Betty Warren 

 Katherine also experiences disrespectful treatments from one of her students, Betty 

Warren, when Katherine warns Betty's attendance in her class. She wants her students to 

be discipline in her class. Katherine does not give looseness attendance to her students 

whom get married. 

 Betty  : Well, thank God I didn't miss the paint-by-numbers lecture. I was on my 

      honeymoon and then had to set up house. What does she expect? 

 Katherine : Attendance. 

 Connie  : Most of the faculty turns their heads when the married students miss a  

     class or two. 

 Katherine : Then why not get married as freshmen? That way you could   

      graduate without actually ever stepping foot on campus. 

 Betty   : Don't disregard our traditions just because you're subversive. 

 Katherine : Don't disrespect this class just because you're married. 

 Betty  : Don't disrespect me just because you're not. 

 Katherine : Come to class, do the works or I'll fail you. 

 Betty  : If you fail me, there will be consequences. 

 

 From the dialogue above, Katherine wants her students discipline in her class. But 

Betty uses the college's policy to refuse Katherine's rules in her class. Katherine is very 

angry and she tries to make her students mannered. But Katherine's opinion about the 

college's policy for married students gets disrespectful treatment from Betty. Katherine 

gets the hard protest by Betty. She assumes that Katherine about disregards the way of 

living that established by the college that give looseness attendance to their student have 

get married. Betty also assumes that Katherine disregards the college's policy because she 
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is not married. She also thinks that Katherine is subversive that intends to change the 

tradition that they, Betty Warren and the society hold in the Wellesley College. 

From the dialogue above, Katherine wants her students to be discipline in her class. But 

Betty uses the college's policy to refuse Katherine's rules in her class. Katherine is very 

angry and she tries to make her students mannered. But Katherine's opinion about the 

college's policy for married students gets disrespectful treatment from Betty. Katherine 

gets the hard protest by Betty. Betty assumes that Katherine disregards the way of living 

that established by the college that give looseness attendance to their student have get 

married. She also assumes that she disregard the college's policy because she is not 

married. She also thinks that Katherine is subversive that attends to change the tradition 

that they hold in the Wellesley College. 

 Katherine's opinion about a marriage is what offends some of her students and this 

 makes her look like an unorthodox, subversive and a liberal woman according to the 

 standards of that time. Betty thinks that Katherine brings a negative inspiration for the 

 Wellesley girls because she applies a modern way of teaching and suggests a new 

 perspective about how to be a woman; therefore she tries to find a way to get rid of her. 

 Married Wellesley girls have become quite adept at balancing obligations. One hears 

 such comments as: "I baste the chicken with one hand and outline the paper with the 

 other one”. While our mothers were called to war for Lady Liberty. It is our duty, nay, 

 obligation to reclaim our place in the home bearing the children that will carry our 

 traditions into the future. One must pause to consider why Miss Katherine Watson 

 instructor in the Art History department has decided to declare war on the holy  sacrament 

 of marriage. Her subversive and political teachings encourage our Wellesley  girls to 

 reject the roles they were born to fill. 

 

 Seeing from the quotation above, Betty assumes that Katherine is one of women that 

confront a marriage. It makes Katherine feels angry. She feels that it is a calumny because 

she never encourages her students to reject the roles that they believe, although she is not 

married. She just assumes that every relationship is not always to be ended with marriage. 

Because she thinks marriage is not the one purpose of her life. There are many options 
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beside marriage and caring family such as having higher education and career. As shown 

at the dialogue below. 

 

 Giselle  :  She got engaged over Christmas! 

 The students  :  Congratulations! 

 Giselle  :  I'm sorry to blab. 

 Joan  :  It's just so romantic. How fantastic! 

 Katherine :  We split up. 

 Joan  :  What? 

 Katherine :  We split up. Well, that was fast. Well, not every    

      relationship is means for marriage. 
 

 

3. Katherine opposes the Patriarchy Issues; matters between Katherine and Bill and 

Paul. 

 Not only being oppress by the society and the atmosphere surrounding her, Katherine 

also has to deal with the with the men and the patriarchy products which influent them, As 

stated from these dialogues between Katherine and Paul, her former fiancé. We can conclude, 

even Katherine has stated that she is not comfortable because Nancy, the owner of the 

boarding house has set some rules. And Paul is not married with Katherine yet. He stands to 

keep insisting Katherine so he would be got permission to sleep with Katherine. One of 

patriarchal oppression here facing by Katherine is related to Paul as a man think he can insist 

moreover because he thought that Katherine is his fiancé so that would be fine, the oppressions 

toward Katherine here also the matters of mentally and sexual desire by Paul toward 

Katherine.  

 

 Katherine : No, Paul. Nancy'll have a heart attack. She has these rules.  

 Paul  : Come on.  

 Katherine : No.  

 Paul  : Why?  

 Katherine : I said no. I'm not comfortable. I'll make up the convertible sofa.  
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 Paul  : What are you doing? You're not kidding? I just came miles to see  

                 you. I'm sleeping down here by myself? 

 

 The intimidation related to patriarchy feels by Katherine in a relationship with Paul is 

that Katherine seems lack in making decision. Paul tries to force Katherine about his position 

as a man. As stated by Napiposki that patriarchy is a general structure in which men have 

power over women, a male-dominated power structure throughout organized society and in 

individual relationships (2013). When Katherine stands to choose being alone then Paul cannot 

agree with that he gets angry and shows refusal toward his former fiancé, Katherine, as 

showing by these quotations. 

 

 Katherine : We haven't actually, literally looked at each other for three   

     months......and now you're here, and I have this ring on my finger.  

 Paul  : Which makes you uncomfortable too? 

 Katherine : Bill...  

 Paul  : The name is Paul.  

 Katherine  : I'm not saying no to you.  

 Paul  : No, you're not saying anything. You never really do.  

 Paul  : If you need me for anything else, my number's on the refrigerator. I  

     feel so guilty leaving you alone after...  

 Katherine : I'm fine. I have lots of research to do.  

 Paul  : That's right. Throw yourself into work. 

 

 

 In her professional life as a lecturer, Katherine Ann Watson seems experiencing the 

patriarchy obstacle as well. The obstacle between Katherine and Professor Bill Dunbar can be 

seen as a oppression of patriarchy toward Katherine. Bill asks Katherine whether she has a 

boyfriend already or not. Then Katherine answered already has. Bill tells Katherine if she were 

his, he would never let Katherine go to Wellesley. From these dialogues can be interpret that 

Bill is showing patriarchy ideas toward Katherine. By limiting her movement, her own rights 

to do anything, to educate, to choose what fits into her. Bill Dunbar also ridicules Katherine by 

asking her that “they” the community and people of Wellesley call Katherine as a forward 

thinker, a progressive. From his question Bill shows his attitude that he disrespects Katherine 
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and he doubts that Katherine, a woman can change and make any different in that patriarchal 

society.  

 Bill  : Have you got a boyfriend?  

    Katherine : Yes.  

    Bill  :You know, if you were mine, I'd never let you go.  

    Katherine : I wouldn't have asked your permission.  

    Bill  : Yeah, they say you're progressive. A forward thinker. Are you?  

 

   While the first three previous analysis discussed about the major character Katherine 

Ann Watson’s struggles for same right and liberation in a conservative society at that time 

and how she dealt with the obstacles as depicted in Mona Lisa Smile movie, the writer 

limited the obstacles into three conflict, they are: the struggles attempted by Watson with 

first the society at that time, the culture of Wellesley College; second with the men, 

Professor Bill Dunbar and her fiancé Paul Moore. The last with her disciple’s Betty Warren 

related to answer first research question, the following discussion is to answer research 

question 2. 

 

4. Katherine Deals with the Barriers and the Conflicts When Empowering Women 

 and Opposes the Patriarchy Which Showing the Feminist Idea. 

  Feminism movement focuses on removing the self-awareness of women about their 

under developed position in society. It is important because most women, who live in 

patriarchal society, do not notice that they are opposed by patriarchy. In addition, women 

have been stereotyped quiet many times, and the movie, Mona Lisa Smile is a good example 

in recognizing those stereotypes. 

  Mona Lisa Smile sets a Wellesley College in the early 1950s. The purpose of the 

film is to construct the viewer's perspective and to transform the world in which Katherine 

lives. This movie shows how women are labeled to certain stereotype and are not suggested 

of doing two things at the same time; take the example as having family and career. 

Katherine Ann Watson the main character in this film has landed her dream job at Wellesley 
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College and her opportunity to influence the best female minds in the UA. She is very 

surprised when she knows the knowledge of her most students at Wellesley aspire for is a 

wonderful husband and they do not care of pursuing any kind of professions. Therefore, she 

wants to change the girls’ mindset that have established by College. It is shown in the 

beginning of the film when she comes for the first time to Wellesley. Katherine wishes to 

teach at Wellesley College, a conservative women's private liberal art college in 

Massachusetts, the USA. She becomes an Art History teacher at Wellesley College. She 

comes to make a different, as narrated by Betty. “Katherine Watson didn't come to Wellesley 

to fit in. She came to Wellesley because she wanted to make a difference.” 

  From the explanation above, Katherine wants to change the Wellesley College board 

of school and the students' mindset about women rules to conform to stereotype of women 

to become housewives and mother. Because she thinks that in the society women have the 

equal right and position with the men. They have their right to pursuing their goal beside 

marriage. 

  When Katherine gets disrespectful treatments by the first time she teachers her class, 

she tries to survive at Wellesley College by her idealism. She never give up over of that 

condition. In every occasion in her class she tries to encourage her students to think forward 

and progressive about their life. She thinks that they have an opportunity to do whatever 

they intend in their life. 

  Depart from intimidation that Katherine accepts, it becomes a motivation for her to 

make a difference at Wellesley College.  She finds a way to solve her problem by herself. 

She does not look for any helps or reference from anyone. So, on her second day in class she 

makes a change. She makes a new material syllabus beyond the lecture. One of the 
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realizatons of those attempts is to change her students’ point of view at Wellesley College. It 

can be assumed from the dialogue below: 

  Betty  :  What is that? 

  Katherine :  You tell me. Carcass by Soutine. 

  Susan  :  It's not on the syllabus. 

  Katherine :  No, it's not. IS it any good? Come on, ladies. There's no wrong  

       answer. 

  The girls :  There's also no textbook…… 

  Katherine :  Telling you what to think. It's not that easy, is it? 

 

  From the explanation above, we can see that Katherine uses the new materials to 

teach her students. She is well-prepared to teach art which material is not in the textbook, 

such as Chaim Soutine's Carcass of Beef. She wants to introduce to the girls at Wellesley 

about new art beyond the lecturer. Besides, she encourages the girls to tell what at they 

thinks about the art and create new perspective. 

  Katherine : Could you go back to the Soutine please. Just look at it again.  

      Look beyond the paint. Let us try to open our minds to a new    

      idea. 

 

  From the quotation above, Katherine tries to give some new painting in her syllabus. 

The purpose is to ask the girls to think in a new perspective. She wants her students to give 

opinion and create new ideas. 

  Her persistent to make her students to think in a new perspective is shown when she 

encourages her students to study in the different place expect the class. 

  The student : Which way? 

  Katherine : Let me just see her. I'm not sure 

  The student : Where are we supposed to go? 

  Katherine : I think it's here. Come this way. We've almost there. Joe, Hello. 

 

  We can see from the dialogue, she is also innovative in her teaching. She gives her 

lesson out of the class that is never been done by any teachers in Wellesley before. It proves 

that learning process is not limited by place or time. She wants to give a new atmosphere to 
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her student because she thinks they should not study at the same place such as class. She 

also encourages her students to see a new painting by Jackson Pollack. 

  Giselle Levy : That's Jackson Pollack. 

  Joan  : In a word. 

  Connie  : I was getting used to the idea of dead, maggoty meat being art,  

      now this. 

  The student : Please don't tell me we have to write a paper about it. 

  Katherine : Do me a favor. Do yourselves a favor. Stop talking and look.  

      You're not required to write a paper. You're not even required to  

      like it. You are required to consider it. That's your only   

      assignment today. When you're done, you may leave. 

 

` From the dialogue above, Katherine teaches a modern art, she uses painting of 

Jackson Pollack which material is not on their syllabus. She tries to ask the students to 

create new idea from the painting of Jackson Pollack. Katherine also gives her students 

freedom to say what they think in her subject. 

  In traditional society, women do not have opportunity to get higher education or to 

obtain a certain job. Even though women have education, usually it is only just for 

supporting her part as a wife and a mother (Djajanegara, Senarjati:2003) 

  According to Rosemary Putnam Thong, society must give an education to all 

women, just like men, because all human being have an equal right to get an opportunity to 

expand the capacity of their education to free themselves as people who are able to achieve 

the happiness and pleasure fulfillment. With education, women can get a job that she really 

likes and can show herself, her ability and her capacity (1998).  

  Katherine wants to liberate her students from a very conservative tradition. One of 

the realizations of her effort to change the mindset of her students is shown when Katherine 

calls Joan to her office out of Wellesley College schedule of formal class. She calls Joan 

because Joan gets C in the task that she has given to Joan. She wants to give a chance to 

Joan so she could revise her paper. 
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   Joan  : Yes, you do, but a very busy one. 

   Katherine : And it says here that you're pre-law. What law school are  

        you gonna go to? 

   Joan  : I hadn't thought about that. After I graduate, I'm getting  

       married. 

   Katherine  : And then? 

   Joan  : And then I'll be married. 

   Katherine : You can do both. Just for fun, if you could go to any law  

       school, which would it be? 

   Joan  : Yale. 

   Katherine : Yale. 

   Joan  : They, keep five slots open for women, one unofficilaly for  

       Wellesley girl. 

   Katherine : But you haven't really thought aout it. 

  

  As we see from the quotation above, Katherine uses that occasion to encourage Joan 

to apply for a law school, something that Joan did not even consider. However Joan does not 

take opportunity to apply the law school because after her finished from Wellesley she 

chooses to get married. But Katherine tries to suggest Joan to take the opportunity because 

she assumes that women cal also do two things at the same time, like having higher 

education and a family. 

  Katherine tries to register Joan in the Yale School of Law. Tommy, Joan's boyfriend 

appreciates what Katherine does to Joan but he objects it. He thinks if they got married it is 

difficult to ask Joan to get dinner at five o'clock if she is studying in Yale. 

   Tommy  :  No, nothing official yet. I meant, I got into Penn, Grad  

                  School. 

   Katherine :  Congratulations! What about Yale? 

   Tommy  :  Yale? Oh, you mean Joanie? Yeah. How about that, huh? 

        She is some girl. 

   Katherine :  She's terrific. 

   Tommy  : Yeah. Just the fact that she got in. I mean, she will always  

        have that. Thanks to you, Miss Watson, you've been real  

        sweet to her. We both appreciate it. 

   Katherine : I'm sorry, "The fact that she got in," what does that mean? 

   Tommy  : Well, she'll be in Philadelphia with me. Well, that's an  

        awful long commute to get dinner on the table by five  

        o'clock. 
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  Although Tommy does not agree about what she does with Joan, her persistent to 

encourage Joan accepts in Yale University it is not acceptable. It is shown when Joan was 

accepted in Yale University. Katherine comes to Joan’s house to tell her about the law 

school that Katherine offers to Joan although Joan refuses. As the quotation below: 

   Katherine : Seven law schools within minutes of Philadeplhia. You  

       can study and get dinner on the table by five o'clock. 

   Joan  : It's too late. 

   Katherine : No. Some accept late admission. I was upset at first. Joan, 

       the guests. When Tommy told me that he got accepted to  

       Penn, I thought "Her fate is sealed. How can she throw it  

       all away?" I realized you won't have to. You could bake  

       your cake and eat it too. It's wonderful. 

 

  From the explanation above, Katherine tries to motivate Joan to accept the law 

school in Yale. And Katherine also tries to convince her that she actually can do both having 

education and get dinner at five o'clock with Tommy. But Joan decided not to go to Yale 

University because she chooses to get married and become a house-wife. 

   Joan  : We're married. We eloped over the weekend. Turned out  

       he was petrified of a big ceremony so we did a sort of  

       spur-of-the moment thing very romantic. Look. 

   Katherine : It's beautiful. 

   Joan  : It was y choice not to go. He would have supported it. 

   Katherine : But you do not have to choose. 

   Joan  : No, I have to. I want a home, a family. It is not something 

       I'll sacrifice. 

   Katherine : No one is asking you to sacrifice that, Joan. I just want  

       you to understand that you can do both. 

   Joan  : Think I'll wake up one day and regret not being a lawyer? 

       Yes. I'm afraid that you will. Not as much as I'd regret not 

       having a family. Not being there to raise them. I know  

       exactly what I'm doing, and it doesn't make me any less  

       smart. This must seem terrible to you. 

   Katherine : I didn’t say that. 

 

  From the explanation above, I can state that Katherine always suggests women to 

develop themselves before and after marriage. She thinks that Joan has the right to get 
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knowledge as high as possible. And she wants to open Joan's mind that women do not have 

to choose between school and marriage. For her marriage is not prevention to someone to 

pursue their goal. Although Joan decides to choose marriage compared with continuing her 

study, she keeps trying to convince Joan to get both education and family. 

  According to Betty Friedan who published The Feminine Mystique, an explosive 

critique of middle-class patterns that helped millions of women articulates a pervasive sense 

of discontent, women often had no outlets for expression other than "finding a husband and 

bearing children." Friedan encouraged readers to see new roles and responsibilities to seek 

their own personal and professional identities rather than have they defined by outside, 

male-dominated society. 

  It is also what Katherine does to her students. She wants to encourage the students to 

seek their own personal and show their capability in society although she gets disrespectful 

treatments from an article written by her student, Betty Warren. She never encourages her 

students to reject the rules that they believe. She only wants to the girls there is another 

option beside marriage. 

  In one occasion, Katherine shows her students the portrait of women at that time. In 

the class, she shows some slides of article in newspaper. That article shows women who 

become wives after graduating from senior high school. She uses that article as as a satine 

for her students. She wants to open students' eyes that they have the same right with men. 

As quote below: 

   Katherine : What will the future scholars see when they study us? 

         A portrait of women today? There you are, ladies. The  

      perfect likeness of a Wellesley graduate. Magna cum  

     laude, doing exactly what she was trained to do. Slide. A  

     Rhodes scholar. I wonder if she recites Chaucer while she  

     presses her husband's shirt. Slide. Now, you physics majors 

     can calculate the mass and volume of every meat loaf you  

     make. Slide. A girdle to set you free. What does that mean?! 
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     I give up. You win. The smartest women in the country. I  

     didn't realize that by demanding excellence. I would be  

     challenging. 

 

 From the quotation, we can see that Katherine is sarcastic with the graduated 

students of Wellesley. She regrets that the best graduates from Wellesley only become good 

wives. She tries to encourage the students to open their minds that women actually have 

same abilities as men have. However, for all this time it is not explored and being 

underestimated by men. In addition, Katherine thinks that they do not value it either. 

Besides, she is also disappointed with the young women at Wellesley College that only 

think about how to become a good wife. They are not willing to continue their study and 

pursuing their goal. 

  Katherine hopes that Wellesley College's women can become a leader or  become 

successful women not only as good wives for men, their husband. But Katherine cannot find 

one woman who did as she wished for. Also she is short of disappointed with the school, 

which educates only the students to become good wives. 

   Katherine : To hell with Wellesley. I'm done. Goddamn it! It's   

          brilliant, really a perfect ruse. A finishing a school  

       disguised in a college. They got me. 

   Bill Dunbar  : What do you expect? 

   Katherine : More... More... I thought it was a place for tomorrow's  

       leaders, not their wives. 

  

  From the quotation above, she is very angry with Wellesley. She feels cheated with 

that colleges, they disguised as a college to prepare her students to become wife for their 

husband. We can learn that Katherine is hoping more from the girls at Wellesley College. 

She encourages her students to actualize themselves in public. She thinks that women do not 

always have to become the stereotyped women whose place is at home, but they can be a 
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next leader if they want to. Since she believes that Wellesley Colleges has the best and 

brightest female students who have the capability of becoming next generation's leaders. 

  Katherine's effort to stimulate her students' mind about their true identity is shown 

when she talks with her students out of class. She shows a Van Gough's painting to them.  

   Joan  : Sunflowers, Vincent van Gogh 1888. 

   Katherine : He painted what he felt, not what he saw. People didn't  

        understand. To them, it seemed childlike and crude. It  

       took  years for him to recognize his actual technique to      

       see the  way his brush strokes seemed to make the night  

       sky move. Yet, he never sold a painting in his lifetime. This 

       is his self portrait. There's no camuflage, no romance.  

       Honesty. Now, years later, where is he? 

   Giselle  : Famous? 

   Katherine : So famous, in fact, that everybody has a reproduction.  

       There are post cards. We have the calendar. With the  

       ability to reproduce art, it is available to the masses. No  

       one needs to own a van Gogh original. 

   Susan  : We do in the Newport house but it's small, tiny. 

   Katherine : They can paint their own. Van Gogh in a box ladies. The  

       newest form of mass-distributed art: Paint by umbers. 

   Connie  : Now everyone can be van Gogh. It's so easy. Just follow  

       the simple instructions>>and in minutes, you're in your  

      way to being an artist. 

   Giselle  : Van Gogh by numbers? 

   Katherine : Ironic, isn't it? Look at what we have done to the man  

       who refused to conform his ideals to popular taste. Who  

       refused to compromise his integrity. We have put him in a  

       tiny ox and asked you to copy him. So the choice is yours,  

       ladies. You can conform to what other people expectation  

       or you can.... 

   Betty  : I know, be ourselves. 

 

  From the dialogue, we can see that Katherine wants to persuade her students to 

change their perception. He gives an example of Van Gogh's painting. She explains to them 

that Van Gough actually a truly genius painter but no one honors him or his painting just 

because he uses his original idea in painting that is not similar to most of other painters. And 

he refuses to change it. He still persists to keep his own idea. Finally years later, people 

realize his geniuses and honor him. This is what Katherine wants her students to do. She 
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does not want them to become like what people want them to be like, a stereotyped of ideal 

wives. They deserve to be what they want to be and be who they are, not following the 

stereotype of women existed in society. 

  Katherine has given a new subject for her students, the subject that open her 

students' minds to pursue their goal. Nevertheless, Katherine also gets subject from her 

students. 

   Joan : You stand in class and tell us to look beyond the image, but you  

    don't. To you, a housewife is someone who sold her soul for a  

    center hall colonial. She has no depth, no intellect, no interests.  

    You're the one who said I could do anything I wanted. This is what  

    I want. 

 

  In Joan's statement, she knows that to become a housewife is not also a bad decision. 

To become housewife is not also obsolescent and not progressive. Women value cannot be 

decided only from their profession. The important thing is the decision that they make is 

what they want, without any compulsion from anyone. 

  Katherine's confession about her willingness to make a different and open  up the 

 girl's minds at Wellesley College is shown when she writes a letter to Betty. 

   Dear Betty; 

   I came to Wellesley because I wanted to make a difference. But to change  

   for others. 

 

  Seeing from the explanation above, Katherine comes at Wellesley to make a change 

by opening the young women's mind at Wellesley College. She hopes to the young women 

at Wellesley College that they can fight for pursuing their goal beside marriage. She opens 

her students' minds uses her teaching's ways. She wants to liberate them from the old 

traditions that they hold at Wellesley such as the way of thinking about the art, family, 

school and thinking. And she wants to compel all her students to see the world through new 
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eyes. She wants to open her students' minds to sell all the possibilities that life has to offer 

that is not just marriage and family. 

  By the end of this film, Katherine is able to make her students realize on how they 

should plan their own lives. It is shown when Betty Warren, who has been turned down by 

her mother after her failure in marriage, seeks help from her teacher, Katherine, when she 

decides to file for a divorce. 

   Betty's mother : Elizabeth, I don't see Spencer. 

   Betty  : Excuse me, Mother. Miss Watson, can you help me get in  

       touch with your friend in Greenwich Village? 

   Betty's mother : What do you need in Greenwich Village. 

   Betty  : An apartment. I filed for a divorce this morning. And  

       since we know I'm not welcome at your house. You  

         remember Giselle Levy? What did you call her? "A New  

         York kike".  That's it. Well, we're going to be roommates. 

   Katherine :  Greenwich Village? 

   Betty  :  Yeah, for a while. Then, who knows? Maybe law school,  

        Yale, even. 

   Katherine : Well I wouldn't want to come up against you in any court  

       anywhere. 

   Betty  : Maybe I can drop by next year? Keep on your toes. You  

       will be here? Miss Watson? 

 

  From the quotation above, we can see that Katherine has made a change by opening 

up Betty's mind about women roles that they have right and equal opportunity in social life 

as men have. Betty decides to divorce from her husband and move to an apartment. She also 

decides to continue her study to Yale University and take law as her major. 

  Her success in opening the young women's mind at Wellesley College is not 

included in film's story, but it was told through a narration of her student, Betty, in the end 

of the movie. 

  My teacher Katherine Watson lived by her own definition and would not 

compromise that. Not even for Wellesley. I dedicate this, my last editorial to an 

extraordinary woman who lived by example and compelled us all to see the world 

through new eyes. By the time, you read this, she will be sailing to Europe where I 

know she will find new walls to break down and ne ideas to replace them with. Hold 
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it, everybody. I have heard her called a quitter for leaving an aimless wonderer. But 

not all who wander are aimless. Especially not those who seek truth beyond 

tradition, beyond definition, beyond the image. 

 

 

  We can see that Katherine deals with all the obstacles and problems also empower 

the women surround her. Has opened her students' minds, enabled them to see all the 

possibilities that life has to offer beside only think of marriage and family. Katherine wants 

to liberate her students from the very conservative tradition and make them to be brave to 

say that they want their own lives. Katherine wants to prove to her students that they have 

an equal right to get an opportunity to get whatever they want in their live. The equality of 

gender, between men and women, has their same rights to do anything. Also, she 

encourages her students to pursue their goal. 

  Her attempts to make positive changes of the girls' minds at Wellesley College 

shows that Katherine represent feminist ideas. We can see from what she thinks. She intends 

to change the girls' mindset about new perspective in life. She wants to use her knowledge 

to put her opinion to the young women at Wellesley College, that they need not to conform 

to stereotypes of women made by society, or the roles made for them by society that women 

were born to become housewife and mother. Katherine tries to struggle for the women's 

rights for having higher education, not only staying at home and becoming good wives. 

Katherine thinks that they have a chance to be whatever they want. She feels that women 

can do more things in life than solely adopt the roles of wives and mothers. 

 

 CONCLUSION 

  In this study, the writer analyzes that Feminism does not only depends on women in 

patriarchal society but also women who break tradition controlled by patriarchal system and 

make changes toward women that are still controlled and oppress by men. Mona Lisa Smile 
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film sets at Wellesley College in the early 1050s. The writer finds this movie reflects the 

condition of American women in the early 1950s. In 1950, women are considered as 

second-class citizens. With declining, a stereotype that "a woman's place is in home" is 

always felt by women in the world even up to that period. Besides, this movie also reflects 

the conditions of women by that time still hold the tradition controlled by  

patriarchal. Being a wife and mother were regarded as women's most significant 

professions. But the main character in this film, Katherine Ann Watson does not represent 

one of them. Even she tries to change it, and this is what she does when she teaches at 

Wellesley College. 

  Katherine Ann Watson (Julia Roberts), the main character in Mona Lisa Smile 

movie, is a Berkeley graduate who arrives at the women's college, The Wellesley College, 

to teach Art History. Unfortunately she gets some obstacles when she has to struggle to 

oppose the patriarchy and empower women from people around her in Wellesley College. 

Initially her students try to outsmart her, which is quite surprising for her. However she does 

not let them know about it. Depart from all oppression and obstacles from people around 

Katherine in Wellesley College, she makes positive changes. But what really distracts her is 

the knowledge that most of her students at Wellesley aspire for is a wonderful husband and 

they do not care of pursuing any kind of profession. Wellesley College's women are under 

controlled by men. Women do not have the same right to pursue their goal. And Katherine 

tries to break that conservative tradition by her progressivism way of thinking. She survives 

in Wellesley College with her idealism to change the mindset of the student's minds. In 

every occasion in her class she tries to make the students realize by giving a new material 

beyond the lecture syllabus to encourage the girls to show up their capability in public as 
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men have. She also suggests her students that they can do two things in the same time such 

as having family and achieve their education in advanced goal. 

  From all the explanation previously, we can see that Katherine Ann Watson is a 

progressive woman who is trapped in an environment that still holds an old tradition at 

Wellesley College. Her new perspective in making women equal to men, especially in 

education, makes her faces some oppression from people around there. However she takes 

all the challenges as a motivation for her to change her student's minds. And all of her 

persistence and fighting in making changes at Wellesley shows feminist ideas, so it can be 

concluded that the feminist ideas represents by the main character in this movie, Katherine 

Ann Watson about how she struggles to empower the women in Wellesley College and 

opposes the patriarchy in the society at that era. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 37 of 41 

 

Phil. 4:13 “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” 

First and above all, I need to thank Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ. Thank you for the unstoppable 

blessings and for remind if me that in all things God works for the good of those who loves Him. I 

could not have done this thesis without You by my side. Though many times I have let You down, 

but you never left me behind. You deigned me through all life's ups and downs and brought all my 

strength when I was on my enormous doubt. Those obstacles almost tore me up into pieces, burt 
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