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CHAPTER III 

RESEACRH METHOD 

 

 

3.1. Type of Research 

This research is qualitative, because the writer attempts to analyze the 

variations of hand signal, find out the social background that might influence the 

variations and describe the impacts to communication within the deaf community.  

 

3.2. Participants 

The writer took a sample from the deaf community in Salatiga and collected 

15 participants from the community that consists of 7 women and 8 men. They are 

from different range of age, different jobs, educational institution and family 

background. Their range of age are between 15-30 years old. From these range of 

age, the writer made group of age: 15-20, 21-25, 26-30 years old. 

 

3.3. Technique and Instrument of Data Collection 

To conduct this research, the writer observed and interviewed the 

participants based on 40 basic words classified by Swadesh to analyze the 

variation happens in deaf community. The vocabulary chosen are 6 verbs, 24 

nouns, 9 adjectives, and 1 adverb. 
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3.3.1 Observation 

Observation enables researchers to document and reflect 

systematically upon the respondent interactions and events (Nunan, 

2008). Through observation, the writer obtained more detailed 

information about the variation of hand signal used and the impacts of 

variation to communication within the deaf community.  

3.3.2 Video 

To analysis the hand signal variations, the writer took videos while 

the respondents conveyed the signals. So that, there are 15 videos of 

respondents. 

3.3.3 Interview  

Interview is the elicitation of data by one person from another 

through person-to-person (Nunan, 2008). The writer conducted 

interviews to get more detailed information about hand signal the 

participants usually used. The writer asked the participants one-by-one 

about their hand signal usage and about the barrier they face when 

communicate with other deaf people. The writer interviewed the 

respondents. The interview questions were asked in hand signal. Besides 

interview, the writer made a video for each deaf informant.  

Inspired by Elizabeth and Jason Park and Christina Epley in A 

Sociolinguistic Profile of the Jamaican Deaf Community, the writer made 

sociolinguistic questionnaire which consist of basic questions to gathered 

information about the respondents background. The questionnaire 
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divided into two, first part asked about respondents data and second part 

asked about their family, school, hand signal usage and where they learn 

hand signal. 

 

3.4. Method of Data Analysis 

Burns (1999) wrote that qualitative research interprets human behavior from 

the participant’s perspective and gather ‘rich’ data and interprets them through 

‘thick’ description and analysis. This research used the qualitative method as the 

writer sees the behavior of deaf people in using hand signal and gathered data to 

make a clear analysis about the use of hand signal within the community.  

 

3.5. Research Procedures 

Firstly, the writer observed the use of hand signal in every participant. For 

an example is joining activity they did in deaf community for almost one year, so 

the writer could know the using of hand signal among them. The writer also took 

videos to find out the hand signal variations. 

Second, the writer interviewed all of the participants to identify their 

understanding in using hand signal and the barriers they faced when have 

conversation among the community.      

Third, the writer made an analysis regarding the variations of hand signal. 

Based on the observation and the interview, there were findings about the hand 

signal variations happen in deaf commnunity, the social background that might be 
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influence the variations and the impacts of the variations to communication within 

the deaf community. 

For the last, the  writer made a conclusion based on the analysis of research 

data to make the aims and findings of this research succinct.  

 


