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CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS 

 
 This chapter will discuss the analysis and interpretation of internal conflict 

faced by Simba in The Lion King Drama script, the writer analyzes about Simba’s 

internal conflict in the script drama and the effect of the internal conflict toward the 

theme in relation with the theories discussed in chapter II.  

a. Simba’s Internal Conflict 

 There are some internal conflicts experienced by Simba as a main character. 

In chapter II, has been discussed about Likumahuwa (2001) states that internal  

conflict refers to the conflict that a person has within himself or herself because the 

person has two choices which are hard to decide which one to choose, such as inner 

confusion, moral dilemmas, overcoming trauma and psychological problem, also it 

can occur within a person who has inner doubts, fears, and inhibitions or a man who 

has experiences psychological, spiritual or intellectual dilemmas. This means that this 

character has its own confusion, which causes some confusion results faced by 

Simba. The character was confused between following his heart or following the facts 

that occurred. At the end the writer will also present the theme according to the some 

internal conflicts that has been analyzed, and the following is a description of some of 

the internal conflicts of samba.
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a. Simba had two choices when he was young. His uncle told him to leave and 

 do not come back after Mufasa, his father died. On the other hand, Simba did 

 not want to leave his family. 

Scar: Simba. ... What have you done? 

Simba: {Jumps back, crying} There were wildebeest and he tried to save 
me… It was an accident, I… I didn't mean for it to happen. 

Scar: {Embracing Simba, yet still distant} Of course, of course, you didn't. No 
one… ever means {pulls Simba closer.  Simba hides his face on Scar’s 
foreleg} for these things to happen.... But the king is dead. {looking 
with mock regret at Simba} And if it weren't for you, he'd still be alive. 
{Simba is crushed, believing his guilt.  Another thought “occurs” to 
Scar.} Oh!  What will your mother think? 

Simba: {Sniffing} What am I gonna do? 

Scar: Run away, Simba.... Run....  Run away, and never return. 

{Simba runs off blindly, obviously broken. Slight pause, for the audience to 
catch its emotional breath. Music ends. The three hyenas appear behind Scar.} 

From this dialogue above, we can see that finally Simba decides to leave, 

even though he realized that it was not a good decision. According to 

Likumahuwa (2001) says that the person has two choiceswhich are hard to decide 

which one to choose, in this case confusion experienced by Simba shows that it is 

difficult to choose one of the options. Another factor that influenced he was very 

young to decide on big things like that. 

b. Simba experienced a situation where on the one hand he wanted to tell the 

incident of the past but on the other hand, he felt traumatized. Finally, 

Simba get a situation where he could not explain what happened, because of 

the trauma he experienced since he was a child. In this situation, Simba tried 
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to seem okay and say so why worry, it was to make it look he does not have 

the burden of his uncle and his life. He tried to overcome the trauma. 

Nala: Yes we do! You're the king. 

Simba: Nala, we've been through this. I'm not the king.  Scar is. 

Nala: Simba, he let the hyenas take over the Pride Lands. 

Simba: What? 

Nala: Everything's destroyed. There's no food, no water.  Simba, if you don't 
do something soon, everyone will starve. 

Simba: I can't go back. 

Nala: {Louder} Why? 

Simba: You wouldn't understand. 

Nala: What wouldn't I understand? 

Simba: {Hastily} No, no, no. It doesn't matter. HakunaMatata. 

Nala: {Confused} What? 

Simba: HakunaMatata. It's something I learned out here.  Look, sometimes 
bad things happen… 

Nala: Simba! 

Simba: {Continuing, irritated} --and there's nothing you can do about it! So 
why worry? 

From the dialogue above, we can see that both options experienced by Simba 

is very difficult. At the same time, he wants to return, but the trauma of a sudden 

he felt too easy to think not to return. This is indeed one of the inner conflicts that 

are difficult to Simba in deciding. This supports the theory Likumahuwa (2001), 

which discusses the trauma is one of the effects of inner conflict experienced by a 

person in himself. The author notes that because of these two factors that cause 

Simba angry and disappointed with himself, based on dialogue. 
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c.    In this case which experienced by Simba when he was among choices of 

stay and forget the past or return to the Pride Lands and fix his past. Simba 

said that it was not easy, it meanshe was confused, looking for a way to fix 

everything and tried to forgive himself. This dialog, Simba returned 

confronted with two choices that lead to inner confusion occurred to 

himself. 

Rafiki: Ahhh, change is good. 

Simba: Yeah, but it's not easy. I know what I have to do.  But, going back 
means I'll have to face my past. I've been running from it for so long.... 

{Rafiki smacks Simba on the head with his staff.} 

Oww! Jeez-- what was that for? 

Rafiki: It doesn't matter; it's in the past! {laughs} 

Simba: {Rubbing head} Yeah, but it still hurts. 

Rafiki: Oh yes, the past can hurt. But the way I see it, you can either run from 
it... or ... learn from it.{He swings at Simba with his staff again. This 
time Simba ducks.}Hah!  You see?  So what are you going to do? 

Simba: First... I'm going to take your stick. 

{Simba tosses Rafiki's staff to the side.} 

Rafiki: No, no, no, no! Not the stick! 

{As Rafiki picks up his staff, Simba starts running off.} 

Hey!  Where are you going? 

Simba: {Shouting back} I'm going back! 

Rafiki: Good! Go on! Get out of here! 

{Rafiki laughs, hoots, ‘n’ hollers.  As he holds his staff above his head, a few 
shooting stars zing across the sky. Music rises into celebratory "Busa" 
theme:} 

From this dialogue above, we can view that at first Simba in fact, he knew the 

risks he would face when he returned.The writer observed that the impact of the 
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two options is the inner confusion, and it is in occur with the theory of 

Likumahuwa (2001) which says that one of the impacts resulting from deciding 

two difficult choices are inner confusion.The writer found that these conflict 

cause inner confusion effect to the main character, affect the main character take 

the decision. However Simba decided to return. 

d. Based on the following dialogue, Simba choose the right way to deal with 

the conflict, after he returned Simba faced with two choices in himself 

again, which was against his uncle or not. The writer found that at least 

Simba was stronger than ever. The writer noticed that Simba was in the 

moral dilemma which was quite distressing. 

Scar: {Confused} Simba? {Back in form} Simba! I'm a little surprised to see 
you... {giving the hyenas above him an angry look} alive. 

{On the word “alive,” Shenzi, Banzai, and Ed gulp audibly and slink into the 
shadows.} 

Simba: {As Sarabi looks on with some pride}  Give me one good reason why 
I shouldn't rip you apart. 

Scar: {backing into a wall, apologetic} Oh, Simba, you must understand. The 
pressures of ruling a kingdom... 

Simba: …Are no longer yours. Step down, Scar. 

Scar: Oh, oh, ye-- Well, I would, heh, naturally, heh-- however, there is one 
little problem. You see them? {pointing to the horde of hyenas on the 
rocks above } They think I'm king. 

The conflict faced by Simba here, made him slowly get his identity even 

though there is still fear in himself. Of the events that occurred, the writer can 

categorize this situation experienced by the main character of this into a moral 
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dilemma, based on theory from Likumahuwa (2001), that classifies the moral 

dilemma into the inner conflict. This indicates that Simba has not really come out 

of that past. 

e. From this case at the end of the story, Simba got two hard choices in his life 

again. If he had to kill his uncle or not, because he knows that Scar is his 

family. But on the other hand, he hada revenge about his father. The writer 

found that this is the most difficult moral dilemmas experienced by Simba 

as the main character.  

Scar: Simba, Simba. Please. Please have mercy. I beg you. 

Simba: You don't deserve to live. 

 

Scar: But, Simba, I am ... ah ... {unsure of his tactic} family. It's the hyenas 
{regaining composure} who are the real enemy. It was their fault-- it was their 
idea! 

{Shenzi, Banzai, and Ed are in the background. They overhear and back away 
growling at Scar's betrayal.} 

Simba: Why should I believe you? Everything you ever told me was a lie. 

Scar: What are you going to do? You wouldn't kill your old Uncle...? 
{ingratiating grin} 

Simba: No, Scar.  I'm not like you. 

Scar: {Greatly relieved} Oh, Simba, thank you. You are truly noble. {aside} 
I'll make it up to you, I promise. {standing up} How can I, ah, prove 
myself to you? Tell me, I mean, anything. 

Simba: {Gravely, with deep anger} Run. Run away, Scar. And never return. 

From the conversation above, the writer found that Simba felt a hard choice is 

very diverse, and all the options it brings internal impact on him, by choosing one 
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of the options he would  find himself  back, as in this part, the moral dilemma 

experienced by Simba strongly supports the theory from Likumahuwa (2001)  

says that when someone has two hard choices in his life, then that person can 

experience some of these things : inner confusion, moral dilemmas, overcoming 

trauma and psychological problem, inner doubts, fears, and inhibitions or a man 

who has experiences psychological, spiritual or intellectual dilemmas. 

b. Theme of the story 

 After discussing some of the internal conflicts of Simba, the above description 

will help writer saw some of aspects in relation to the theme through an internal 

conflict in dialogue that has been previously discussed. 

a. Based on the discussion of the first conflict, the writer found a few things 

that when Simba was in difficult situation in deciding important thing in a 

very young age, where his deciding greatly impacted until he was an adult. 

As a future king of the jungle, his childhood conflicts played important 

role in shaping the personality to be more daring. Although Simba always 

evaded, but in the end he can always decide a choice that brought him 

closer to his destiny as King of the jungle. 

 

b. Based on the discussion of the second conflict, the writer focuses when 

Simba as a main character who has grown up, trying to overcome the 

trauma he experienced since he was a child. It was difficult for Simba not 
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to feel the trauma.  The writer had some views  such as,we know thatat the 

beginning of the story, Simba already knows that he will become King of 

the jungle (just know, have not felt), but suddenly all the wonderful things 

it was missing from his life. The second was when his father died, Simba 

had not been strong enough to convince himself as King of the jungle. No 

wonder if the trauma can also make him afraid, although there is a desire 

to return, but the trauma beat all. 

 

c. Related with the second conflict above, the writer found that there was a 

desire from Simba to return, but at the same time when that Simba became 

confused, what steps should be taken and how she deals with the situation 

later. Back to something he had long since left behind and perhaps try to 

forget it. There are some differences in contrast of little Simba (stay-away) 

and Simba as an adult (stay-return). Not like when he was little, conflict 

generated in this third conflict was Simba to be confused with a lot of 

considerations when deciding, but the positive thing visible from Simba 

was he always be able to choose even in a state that is very difficult, and it 

brought him closer to the truth so himself, that he is the king of jungle 

 

d. From the fourth conflict, the writer found a personality much different 

about Simba, though still met with two difficult choices, but Simba had 
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arrived at this stage, a stage where he could better control the fear and 

confusion,although he had a moral dilemma, because he must choose to 

fight his uncle or not. Manhood of Simba manifested when he was given a 

choice to his uncle to retreat. The writer saw that Simba become a person 

who was getting better, although he was always confronted with a difficult 

choice, but when he had to choose one, he enjoyed the process that 

happened and slowly build her confidence. 

 

e. From the last conflict that the writer explained, Simba was ultimately up 

to the final choice, he had to choose between killing his uncle or not. 

Although in the end his uncle died. The writer saw that the process of 

change from a lion which was fearful, confused, trauma and dilemmas, 

eventually forming him to become stronger and more confident. He 

passed the worst part of his life, he ventured to choose although it seems 

all the options do not have a benefit. But without realizing it, through a 

difficult and painful choice that he slowly approached his destiny become 

king of the jungle. 

 

 The theme is an important aspect of the drama. When discussing the drama of 

The Lion King, one will refer to the theme, ideas and meanings. From the description 

above, the writer had connected to several key words that hopefully can make the 
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readers get an idea about the theme. As the description above, the writer found 

several sentences that can be interconnected, where of course this is the life journey 

of Simba, from childhood to adulthood. Especially about the inner conflict, Simba 

always had two difficult choices, but the end of the story, of the difficult choices that 

earned him his identity, and all circumstances was gradually getting better. The writer 

arrived at a sentence that represents all the wonderful things that were experienced by 

Simba, “life is not about choosing, but how to proceed”. Sometimes when deciding 

to choose one of the options, it is not enough, but the most important thing is how to 

proceed through the options, so get a good living back. 
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