
Teacher Education for English As a Lingua Franca : Perspectives from Indonesia, edited by Subhan Zein, Routledge, 2018.
         ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uksw-ebooks/detail.action?docID=5596865.
Created from uksw-ebooks on 2020-03-26 22:12:40.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
01

8.
 R

ou
tle

dg
e.

 A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.



Teacher Education for English as a
Lingua Franca

This edited collection responds to a gap in the literature by presenting a much-
needed examination of both the theoretical and practical aspects of teacher edu-
cation for English as a lingua franca in Indonesia. Through a series of extended
research-based and conceptual chapters written by experts in teaching English to
speakers of other languages (TESOL) in and about Indonesia, this book offers an
insight into Indonesia’s unique cultural, social and institutional contexts. The
content focuses on four interrelated themes: the transition of perspective from
English as a foreign language (EFL) to English as a lingua franca (ELF); the
knowledge base of ELF pedagogy; teacher agency and identity in ELF; and inno-
vations in teacher education for ELF. This book is highly relevant to English tea-
chers, teacher educators and scholars worldwide aspiring to broaden their horizon
and professionalism in the teaching of ELF.

Subhan Zein, PhD, teaches at the University of Queensland, Australia. He has
trained teachers in Australia and Indonesia. He is the lead editor of English
Language Teacher Preparation in Asia: Policy, Research and Practice.
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Series editors’ foreword

We are pleased to introduce this book, entitled Teacher Education for English as a
Lingua Franca: Perspectives from Indonesia, to readers. From the perspective of the
Critical Studies in Asian Education series, we think this book is a valuable addition
not only to this series, but also to the discourse on the adoption of English as a lingua
franca in Asia. Asia is the most diverse continent, as compared to the others, in terms
of languages spoken, religions, philosophies, ethnicities, and cultures. According to
The Washington Post, there are at least 7,102 living languages in the world, and out of
these, 2,301 are in Asia, 2,138 in Africa, 1,313 in the Pacific, 1064 in the Americas,
and 286 in Europe (Noack & Gamio, 2015). With respect to religions, Asia is the
birthplace of Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Jainism, Judaism,
Shintoism, Sikhism, Taosim, and Zoroastrianism. The diverse philosophies in Asia are
closely related to the historical and conceptual backgrounds of these various religions.
In addition, Asia is home to over 60% of the world’s population, and it is not sur-
prising to find more than hundreds of ethnic groups in this continent.

In view of such great diversities and varieties, it is easily understood that no
single language has become dominant across Asia as a lingua franca. It is at the
same time amazing and surprising to find that English has been employed as a
useful lingua franca for Asians to communicate between themselves for quite some
time, as a matter of practicality. Some countries, such as India, the Philippines,
Pakistan, Singapore, and Malaysia, have even assigned English as an official lan-
guage alongside their national language. This provides an interesting scenario,
given the huge population of Asia—practically, there are more Asian people
speaking English as a lingua franca than there are in Europe or the United King-
dom, where the language comes from. The question that follows is, in this case,
what type of English is to be expected to be used and to be taught, in order to
make English a most convenient means of communication for Asians?

This book addresses this significant question. The editor and authors of this
book offer critical examination of the issues and the related linguistic and peda-
gogical concepts. They share their soul-searching journey in examining the feasi-
bility of adopting the English language as the lingua franca in Indonesia. For
example, English was once being taught and to be used as a native language
(ENL) in Indonesia. The authors of this book query such an approach: is it fea-
sible and desirable for people who speak English as a second language (ESL) to
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aim to achieve proficiency at ENL level? On this issue, Professor Andy Kirkpatrick
offers a very clear answer: it is the choice of the speaker to aim at achieving ENL,
but only as a personal choice in terms of language variety, and a personal goal of
proficiency, not as an ideal type. The authors basically point out that it is impos-
sible for the majority of speakers who learn and speak ESL to achieve ENL levels.
On that basis, alternative concepts are examined, such as World Englishes, English
as an international language (EIL), and English as a foreign language (EFL). And
the most significant approach that the authors of this book would recommend is
the ELF approach: English as lingua franca. ELF acknowledges the backgrounds
of the people who speak English are non-native speakers, and most of them would
find it very difficult to achieve native levels. But the more important question is,
why should they have to speak the type of English spoken by the native speakers?
In Asia, and perhaps in the world at large, the non-native English speakers far
outnumber the native speakers. If the cultural background of the language speaker
is important (which the authors all think is a very important issue), we should
spend more effort in examining how to make English speaking meaningful to
those speakers who come from other cultures, and how to make the English lan-
guage make sense to them. This question also has far-reaching implications for
pedagogies and teacher education, if the aim is to teach English as a language that
can become a lingua franca in the society and/or across the Asian cultures. The
kind of pedagogies should be considered in this light. And in this context, the
authors examine critical pedagogies for teaching ELF.

We wish readers would agree that the questions in regard to the approaches to
be adopted for English to become a lingua franca in Asia are important both in
academic and practical terms. We sincerely recommend this book to you. Con-
ducting the discourse in the context of one country, in this case Indonesia, has the
advantage that the issue can be studied more deeply and contextually.

S. Gopinathan
Academic Director, The HEAD Foundation, Singapore

Wing On Lee
Zhengzhou University, China

Jason Eng Thye Tan
National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore
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Preface

This edited book, Teacher Education for English as a Lingua Franca: Perspectives from
Indonesia, aims to make scholarly and pedagogical contributions to the domain of
teaching English as a lingua franca (ELF) in Indonesia. The focus on Indonesia, the
fourth most populous nation, predicted to rise to the world’s fifth largest economy by
2030 and the fourth largest by 2050 (PWC, 2015)—is a welcome step forward to
advance understanding of English teacher education in a context that has received
relatively modest attention from the international ELF community so far.

This volume serves not only as a reference source about English teacher edu-
cation in Indonesia, but also as a catalyst for increased international discussion by
addressing mutual agendas that are shared by the international English teaching
community, such as the tensions between local dominant languages (national
identity) and English language (global identity); local English teachers’ dual
identity as non-native English speakers and English teaching professionals; and
global English ideology that promises upward mobility and deepening social divi-
sions that confine quality education to a small(er) segment of society. The chapters
address the first two issues: Indonesian English teachers’ beliefs, the impact of the
ELF concept upon their professional identity, and educational implications for
practicing the ELF pedagogy and departing from native-speakerism (Braine, 2010;
Holliday, 2009; Kirkpatrick, 2014).

For example, Chapter 3 by Joseph Ernest Mambu reports how his students
were caught between national and ASEAN identity. The students who were
enrolled in an undergraduate English language teacher education program in Sal-
atiga, Central Java tended to prioritize national over ASEAN identity. A case in
point is Adit, who is identified as “a talented member of the university’s English
Debating Society.” The student believed that “maintaining Indonesian culture was
more important than being ASEAN aware.” Moreover, Chapter 4 by Siti Nur’-
Aini, Laily Nur Affini, and Ajeng Setyorini sheds light on the dilemma of some
pre-service English teachers in a teacher training university who strive to improve
their English skills and develop their professional identity while feeling apprehen-
sive about the future of their indigenous language(s) that are increasingly mar-
ginalized. One participant is quoted as saying: “I see English as imperialism in
linguistics and has undermined the rights of other languages and marginalize the
survival of the indigenous language.”
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This volume contributes to the domain of English language teaching and
research by making Indonesian pre-service teachers’ voices heard, including the
ones that appear to be in conflict with their decision to become qualified English
teachers. Exercising caution in imposing scholarly suggestions on local English
teachers, the book’s editor, Subhan Zein, has assembled a pioneering collection
of innovative studies that approach the critical topic of English teacher education
in Indonesia from diverse research and pedagogical contexts, making the book
walk “in the footsteps of Gimenez, El Kadri, & Calvo (2017) whose publication
on teacher education for ELF in Brazil is the first of its kind in the world
(Chapter 1).” This book is ideally intended for English teaching professionals
and researchers around the world who attend to the void between the ELF
pedagogy and practice while seeking a better understanding of the pervasiveness
of native-speakerism.

As accentuated by the editor, the strength of the book is not to exclude native
English speakers (NES) from the ELF, but rather to adopt “the most recent per-
spective that acknowledges NES as part of the equation of lingua franca interac-
tions.” The latest conceptual expansion is however not invariably acknowledged or
practiced either in Indonesia or around the world where the conventional Wes-
tern-centric English education practices prevail (e.g. Chapter 5 by Utami Widiati
and Nur Hayati). To compound this matter further, the “NS–NNS dichotomy”
(Higgins, 2003) figures in discussion on ways to elevate non-native English tea-
chers’ professional identity as well where they are positioned superior to native
English teachers.

The contributors of this volume, many affiliated with English teacher pro-
grams at Indonesian universities, also vary in the evaluation of native English
speakers as ‘part of the equation of lingua franca interactions.’ For example,
guided by a question, “Who is the most effective English teachers? Native- or
Non-native English teachers?” and having students in a teacher education pro-
gram complete pre- and post-writings, Chapter 7 by Nugrahenny T. Zacharias
ascribes her participants’ changing notion of ‘the best’English teachers—from
native English teachers to non-native English teachers—to the implementation
of the ELF pedagogy. The diversity in viewpoints about the ELT pedagogy
constitutes the significance of this volume that aims to facilitate further discus-
sion for the teaching and researching of English as a lingua franca in and beyond
the Indonesian context in a way that creates an inclusive teaching experience for
qualified teachers.

Moreover, the book significantly highlights unique challenges posed for Indo-
nesia. Unlike Northeast Asia, dominated and surrounded by non-native English-
speaking nations such as China and Japan, Indonesia has to continue manifesting
leadership as one of a few non-English-speaking nations within the English-
speaking ASEAN community at a time when English-speaking member states such
as Singapore and Malaysia have increased their presence as a global education hub
(Kobayashi, 2011, 2017) in part due to their English-speaking population (e.g.
Tan, 2014). As described in Chapter 8 by Didi Sukyadi and Budi Hermawan,
Indonesia has strived to secure its clout by investing in tourism and student-
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exchange programs whose success hinges upon an effective English communication
between Indonesian nationals and visitors primarily from other ASEAN nations.

When it comes to the training of qualified English teachers, however, Indonesia
appears to be lagging behind other non-English-speaking ASEAN member states
(e.g. Thailand, Vietnam), according to Chapter 10 by Bachrudin Musthafa, Fuad
Abdul Hamied, and Subhan Zein that points out “the absence of governmental
policy directives” and “the grim picture” of many Indonesian English teachers’
limited English proficiency. Indeed, Chapter 9 by Ribut Wahyudi and Sumti
Chusna provides a glimpse into the gravity of the situation in Indonesia by focus-
ing on a 28-year-old female novice teacher working at a private Islamic primary
school: she was recommended by the school principal as the research participant
because she “was the only one who gained a bachelor degree in English”; even
this supposedly qualified teacher answered a question “How did you teach English
as lingua franca?” with a response, “What is it?”. Showcasing the teacher who
teaches American English by exercising authority, Chapter 9 calls for the further
modification of existent ELF frameworks such as Kobayashi (2017)’s modified
model in the Malaysian English teaching context based on Kirkpatrick (2014)’s
“Lingua Franca Approach.”

As rightly pointed out by Zein, the insufficient impact of ELF concept and
pedagogy on Indonesian (pre-service) teachers needs to be examined by taking
into account a “transition currently taking place in the landscape of English lan-
guage education in Indonesia” (Chapter 1). As documented in this volume, this
transition is manifested in pre-service teachers’ varying degrees of English skills,
teacher training background, professional identity, familiarity with the ELF peda-
gogy, and receptive attitudes toward it. Overall, the book’s editor hopes that “the
volume could help stimulate further research on teacher education for ELF in
other Asian nations,” and this volume is very likely to be recognized as one of the
earliest international publications that have opened a new chapter in the domain of
English teaching as a lingua franca in the dynamically changing Southeast Asia. On
the other hand, what remains to be seen is whether or not “the effort put into this
volume could pioneer a movement to improve the quality of teachers in an inte-
grated and systematic ELF teacher education in Asia.” A concerted effort by
practitioners, scholars, policymakers, and all other stakeholders is contingent on
the outcome of this unprecedented and vitally important challenge.

Yoko Kobayashi
Iwate University, Japan
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