




Articles in Vol. 9, No. 1 January 2009

ENGLISH   EDU
Journal of Language Teaching and Research

The Effect of Picture Drawing and Picture Com-
parisons in The Negotiation Process of NNS-NNS
Interactions
Anita Susan & Victoria Usadya Palupi

Sekolah Bertaraf Internasional (International Quality
School) Empowering or ‘Disempowering’?
A Postcolonialism Approach
Lany Kristono

Raising Students’ Awareness of Research Article
Krismiyati

Christian Discoursing Across Tellings of The Same
Story: A Case in EFL Pre-service Teacher’s Narra-
tives
Joseph  Ernest  Mambu

Fathoming Cultural Aspects in Writing About Eng
lish Language Movies for ESL Learners
Andrew Thren

1 - 19

20 - 31

32 - 44

45 - 64

65 - 80



65

Fathoming Cultural  Aspects in Writing About English Language Movies For ESL Learners  (Andrew Thren)

FATHOMING CULTURAL ASPECTS IN WRIT-
ING ABOUT ENGLISH LANGUAGE MOVIES

FOR ESL LEARNERS

Andrew Thren
Faculty of  Language and Literature
Satya Wacana Christian University

Salatiga

email: dvthren@yahoo.com

Abstract

Movie interpretation teachers need to understand and ex-
plain cultural differences when assigning writing tasks for
ESL students. Students need to be given the proper cul-
tural orientation and representation for a writing assign-
ment. Since language is interrelated with culture, the cul-
tural values and norms are expressed through the language.
Therefore, it is imperative that movie interpretation teach-
ers recognize and convey the cultural elements found within
a film. Teachers need to be aware of what the cultural as-
pects and the cultural ideas are that need to be socialized
to the students to enable them to fully grasp and immerse
themselves within the context of the culture. This paper
will reveal hindrances students may face in understanding
cultural aspects of a movie and provide teachers with guide-
lines as to how to overcome these obstacles. Examples of
various movie genres will be discussed to give teachers
insights into how to act as cultural brokers and facilitators
to tackle understanding of the cultural facets found within
the films, and how to relay this knowledge to the second
language learners.
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