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I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A.General Background of the Study 

Dangdut is a genre of music in Indonesia which is a blend of Malay and Indian music. This 

music has been developing around the 1960s until now. It also has led to several famous and 

well-known artists such as Roma Irama to current artists such as Nella Karisma and Via Vallen. 

Now dangdut has become a favorite and a means of entertainment for some people, even a 

few people choose to work as local dangdut singers, especially women, in some places like 

cafes, karaoke places, and other big events to earn money. However, Behind these things, 

There are some problems faced by the dangdut singers who always portray as a sensual figure 

in the society because of their appearances which look too sexy, so they get a negative 

assessment of themselves and their personalities from other people as experienced by 

DewiPersik one of a famous female dangdut artist in Indonesia, as launched from KOMPAS.com 

26 03 2008 in the article entitled “DewiPersik: Saya bukan pelacur” she felt angry to Mayor of 

Tangerang, H Wahidin Halim, who considers Dewi’s appearances and her sway is indecent. 

From this problem above the writer is interested in portraying a female dangdut life and 

personality in the form of a short story. 

A short story is one branch that cannot be separated from literary works. It also proposes 

narratives created are shorter than a novel that usually deals with several characters and aims 

at the unity of effect and often concentrates on creating a mood rather than plot. According to 

Edgar Allan Poe in his essay “The Philosophy of Composition”, a short story is a narrative that 

can be told or read at one sitting (1846). This means that a short story is a prose that can be 

read for a short time, unlike a novel with its chapter which needs a lot of time to finish reading 

it.  

The author's story will be dealing with the effect of self-concept on the personality of a 

dangdut singer. Personality refers to individual differences in the characteristic patterns of 
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thinking, feeling, and behaving. In the view of Sigmund Freud, the character of human 

personality is divided into three, namely the id, ego, and superego. These three personality 

systems are mutually related and form the totality and behavior of humans which is nothing but 

the product of the interaction of the three. It is a biological component, e.g. is a psychological 

component, while superiors are a social component (Corey, 2003: 14). The Id is the impulsive 

and unconscious part of our psyche which responds directly and immediately to basic urges, 

needs and desires. Ego is the part of the Id which has been modified by the direct influence of 

the external world and the Superego is incorporated the values and morals of the society which 

are learned from one’s parents and others. Personality is affected by many things, one of which 

is self-concept. The self-concept is our knowledge of who we are, encompassing all our 

thoughts and feelings about ourselves physically, personally, and socially. The concept of self 

also includes our knowledge of how we behave, our abilities and our characteristics. The 

concept of self has a great influence on one's personality because it is one of the factors that 

determine whether a person will behave negatively or not. After all, negative behavior is a 

manifestation of disturbances in the achievement of self-esteem Clara R Pudjijogyanti (1995: 

2). 

Carl Rogers, one of the founders of humanistic psychology, suggested that self-concept 

includes three components, namely self-image, self-esteem, and ideal self. First, self-image is 

the way we see ourselves. Self-image includes what we know about ourselves physically (e.g. 

brown hair, blue eyes, height), our social role (e.g. wife, brothers, gardener), and our 

personality traits (e.g. sociable, serious, kind-hearted). Second, self-esteem is the value we 

place on ourselves. The level of individual self-esteem depends on how we evaluate ourselves. 

The evaluation combines our comparisons with others and other people's responses to us. The 

last ideal self is the self we want. Often there is a difference between one's self-image and 

one's ideal self. This discrepancy can hurt one's self-esteem. These things mean that the 

concept of self is not only shaped by us but also the perspective of society so that if someone 

gets a negative assessment and response to his appearance or career, he will judge himself 

worthless. 

          

The hapless is a short story that will portray how the component of personality (id, ego and 

superego) works together to create a complex behavior of the main character. 
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The following is an example of an overview of the id, ego and superego in the main character's 

personality that will be seen in the story. 

Id  • In this part I will apply the concept of Id that direct response of the soul that 

involves illogical primary thought processes and fantasies (She stuck on her mere 

imaginations that if she became a rich woman, she wishes to buy everything she 

wants) 

• In the story, the id aspect will apply the pleasure principle which is the idea that 

every impulse of desire must be fulfilled immediately in a quick manner, regardless 

of the consequences. (The main character has great desire to help her family's 

economy after her father died by looking for a job that she wants. 

•  Id can be seen when her sexual drive led to her unwed pregnancy. 

Ego • The ego aspect will be seen in the part how the main character tries to realize her 

desire to help her family to work as a dangdut singer by not telling her mother 

about the job.  

• When she was asked to be honest, she tried to avoid negative consequences from 

her mother because she knew that she had broken the rules in the family. 

• She doesn't feel any guilt toward her mother, all she does is her job. All she thinks 

about is if she reaches her ultimate satisfaction without causing any harm to 

herself. 

Super-

ego 

• In this stage I  will apply the concept of Freud's personality theory, namely the 

Superego section, which is related to (The conscience and the ideal self.) she feels 

guilty towards his mother for what she has done, even every problems she went 

through made her feel no self-esteem in short she felt (feelings of shame and 

guilt) and also felt sorry that he should have listened to every advice his mother. 

 

. 
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B.Research Problem 

How does the portrayal of self-concept effect on a dangdut singer’s personality represented in 

the short story the hapless? 

 

C.The objective of the Study 

The objective of the study is to portray self-concept effects on a dangdut singer's personality 

through the main character represented in a short story entitled “The hapless” 

 

D.Significance of the Study 

This research was conducted and designed in the form of literary works to open the readers' 

understanding as a society about how the influence of self-concept is felt as a dangdut singer in 

terms of communication, ways of thinking, and relationships with the community.  
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II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

A.                Review of related theory 

Hurlock (in Simanjuntak, 2009) states that individuals with positive self-concepts will develop 

attitudes such as self-confidence, self-esteem, and the ability to see themselves realistically. 

Then individuals can appraise relationships with others appropriately and will foster good social 

adjustment. Conversely, negative self-concept will describe feelings of inadequacy and 

inferiority. Individuals will feel doubt and lack of confidence. So the self- concept has a big 

effect on an individual personality. It can be positive or negative depending on the characters 

and the society where we live. In the view of Sigmund Freud, the character of human 

personality is divided into three, namely the id, ego, and superego. These three personality 

systems are mutually related and form the totality and behavior of humans which is nothing but 

the product of the interaction of the three. It is a biological component, e.g. is a psychological 

component, while superiors are a social component (Corey, 2003: 14).  

According to Sigmund Freud in his book entitled The Ego and The Id (1923) stated that 

human personality is complex and has more than one component. In his famous psychoanalytic 

theory, Freud states that personality consists of three elements known as id, ego, and 

superego. The id is the primitive and instinctive component of personality. It consists of all the 

inherited (i.e., biological) components of personality present at birth, including the sex (life) 

instinct – Eros (which contains the libido), and the aggressive (death) instinct - Thanatos. The 

ego is 'that part of the id which has been modified by the direct influence of the external 

world.'(Freud, 1923, p. 25)The ego develops to mediate between the unrealistic id and the 

external real world. It is the decision-making component of personality. Ideally, the ego works 

by reason, whereas the id is chaotic and unreasonable. The ego operates according to the 

reality principle, working out realistic ways of satisfying the id’s demands, often compromising 

or postponing satisfaction to avoid negative consequences of society. The ego considers social 

realities and norms, etiquette and rules in deciding how to behave. The superego incorporates 

the values and morals of society which are learned from one's parents and others. It develops 

around the age of 3 – 5 years during the phallic stage of. The superego's function is to control 



 

6 
 

the id's impulses, especially those which society forbids, such as sex and aggression. It also has 

the function of persuading the ego to turn to moralistic goals rather than simply realistic ones 

and to strive for perfection. These elements work together to create complex human behavior.  

 

 B.Review of related study 

This paper is going to write a discussion of some studies related to the  

study. The first is the research was conducted by Setyorini (2017) in his article entitled 

“Analysis of Marni Personality Psychology Sigmund Freud’s Study in the 

EntrokKaryaOkkyMadasari Novel”. This research discusses people’s lives which have a strong 

connection to one’s psychological personality. Marni is one of the main characters in the Okky 

Madasari Entrok novel. Marni was a mother who raised Rahayu during the changing era of 

President Soekarno Power to the era of President Soeharto. The story in this novel begins with 

the story of Marni who is getting a teenager wanting an Entrok like his brother’s. However, the 

price of Entrok was very expensive, making Marni unable to buy it. Marni’s strong desire 

emphasizes how the personality is in her, that personality is the id, ego, and superego. The 

research conducted by Setyorini has relevance to the research that will be carried out by 

researchers, the relevance of which lies in Sigmund Freud’s psychological theory, namely the id, 

ego, and superego. This novel relates to the short story which is about the personality elements 

that are very strongly seen in the main character. The next is this study also relevant to 

research conducted by Yamin Liang (2011) with the title "The Id, Ego and Superego in Pride 

and Prejudice" which discusses personality, namely id, ego, and superego that exist in the main 

character of Elizabeth's novel. So from both studies above it can be concluded that they have a 

related with my study that discusses personality through Freud's view, while the difference is 

the two studies above analyze the personality of the main characters in these novels and my 

study will show how the personality of the main character that seen from Freud ‘study can be 

revealed in my short story. 
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III 

THE METHOD OF THE STUDY 

In this study, the writer used only one method that is library study.It is a method in 

conducting data and information through books and journals,as stated by Atar Semi,that library 

research is research in a library or in a room, conducted by the writer to get some data and 

information from various books or other reading sources, related to the topic chosen by the 

writer (1993:8). 

  The writer would read several articles about dangdut in order to get through about the 

possible description about  self-concept of female dangdut and their personality in the 

society.In addition the writer also read some books and journals about psychoanalysis and 

psychology that touch self-concept in the discussion are the main library study the writer will do 

in the research. 

 In addition, the writer also uses media such as youtube, news, and twitter to understand 

the life of a female dangdut singer in society. 
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IV 

PROPOSED CREATIVE WORK 

A.Title: The hapless 

         The hapless is a short story that tells about the personality of a young woman, who 

chooses to work as a dangdut singer according to her wishes and ego without telling her 

parents, until one day she was impregnated by her boyfriend and when she asked for 

responsibility by marrying her, but her boyfriend's parents did not approve of her because she 

was considered a night lady who had a low self-concept and bad self-reliance, which made her 

stressed because she feels guilty towards her parents and considered herself an unworthy 

woman. 

 

B.Characters 
According to Aminudin (2002: 79), characters are actors who carry out events in a 

fictional story so that the event is able to form a story. The term character refers to the 

person, the actor of the story (Nurgiyantoro, 1995: 165). A character is an important 

element in a novel or fictional story. According to Sudjiman (1988: 16) a character is an 

imaginary individual who experiences events or acts in various events in the story. 

Characters are generally in the form of humans, but can also take the form of animals or 

objects that are implied. There are some characters that will involve in the story: 

1 Name Vera 

 

Age  20 years old 

 

Physically Six feet tall, white skin, black straight hair, and  and good looking 

(beautiful) 

 

Personalities Stubborn, less confident and patient 
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2 Name Bowo 

 

Age  27 

 

Physically Seven feet tall, pointed nose, brown skin, black short hair and handsome. 

 

Personalities Come out from a wealthy family and well educated, and merciful 

3 Name Anton 

 

Age  55 years old 

 

Physically Tall, brown skin, gray hair has grown 

 

Personalities Respectable person a business man and socialist 

4 Name Sity 

 

Age  53 years old 

 

Physically Six feet tall, wear a lot of jewelry, white skin and black straight hair 

 

Personalities Arrogant, grumpy and sensitive to critic 

5 Name Sarah 

 

Age  18 years old 
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Physically White skin, black straight hair 

 

Personalities Really care about appearances, egoism and arrogant 

6 Name Tini 

 

Age  40 years old 

 

Physically Four feet tall, white skin, and black short hair 

 

Personalities Care about her family, and neutral person 

7 Name Seto 

 

Age  15 years old 

 

Physically Tall 78 cm, white skin and short hair. 

 

Personalities Reserved 

  

The main character: The main character in the story of the hapless is named Vera, a young 

girl who just graduated from high school. Vera is a native Javanese because her parents are 

Javanese. She is the first child of two siblings. She tries to earn money in her way because she 

feels angry and upset with her mother, for always hiding the secret of their father's huge debt 

from her. So, it could be said that Vera wanted to help her mother to pay her father's debt but 

selfishly according to her wishes. 
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C.Conflicts 

1. Internal: Man vs. self (The main character vs. her attitudes)  

2. Vera as the main character feels guilty towards her mother for having decided to work 

as she wishes without her mother's agreement. 

3. External: Man vs. man 

4. Vera vs. her mother: Vera breaks the rules her mother has made. 

5. Vera vs. her boyfriend’s family: Vera is not allowed by her boyfriend's     family to marry 

 

D.Point of view 

Understanding Point of view is a method used by story writers in placing themselves or 

where the author views the story in the essay he has written.There are various points of view in 

a story such as first person, second person, third person and so on.The writer will use third 

person in the story because the writer would like to tell and show what happened to all the 

characters in the story based on their feelings, thoughts, and their responses. 

 

E.The settings 

  Setting is the time and place (or when and where) of the story. Setting is a literary 

element used in novels, short stories, dramas, films, etc., and is usually introduced during 

the exposition (beginning) of the story, along with the characters. Setting can also include 

the story environment, which can consist of physical location, climate, weather, or social 

and cultural environment.There is the setting that will be use in the story: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Settings of places Settings of time 
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·         The introduction stage in 

general in Semarang 

1.      Vera’s house 

2.      Bowo’s house 

3.      Cafes 

4.      Restaurant 

5.      Appartement 

6.      hospital 

1. The setting of time will be in 2017 where everything 

was difficult for Vera and her family 

2. In 2018 when Bowo and Vera return home 

 

F.Plot 

  Plots are the main events in a story arranged as a sequence of connected events. A plot 

can consist of multiple threads that appear to be disconnected, but as long as it is 

presented in a way that communicates to the viewer that these actions and events are 

connected in some way, you can safely call the chain of events "planning".There are the 

plot outlines of the story to be written: 

  

  

  

Introduction  Vera is a girl who just graduated from high school. She also has a dream to 

become a teacher, but everything seems like it won't happen because since 

her father died their life has become more difficult. She lives with her mother 

and younger brother in a house located in the center of the city. Semarang, 

Central Java. In their daily life, their mother works at a laundry place, two 

kilometers away from their house. Her brother is still in elementary school, 

even though they live in deprivation, their mother always forbids them to 

work, until one day Vera and her siblings are alone at home There was an old 

man who came to find their mother by collecting a debt. Vera was upset and 

sad that her mother had kept her father's debt a secret from them. 
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Rising action  Her disappointment and sadness were vented by breaking the rules made by 

her parents. She tried to find work and choose a job according to her desire 

and ego. She chose to work  as a dangdut singer who performs in some  

karaoke ‘ place or even on a big stage.She knew that the job was risky for her 

as a woman because her activities were almost performed at night but she did 

not care. In carrying out her activities she tried to deceive his mother in 

various ways so that her mother would not be suspicious of the job. Until one 

day she met a handsome man named Bowo. He was a son from a rich and 

respected family. He always meddles with Vera's business because he wants 

to be his girlfriend. 

  

Climax  Bowo, who continues to pursue Vera, eventually falls in love with her, and 

finally, both of them start dating. Until one day it turned out that Vera got 

pregnant. She was very afraid that her mother would find out about it but 

Bowo, as her boyfriend, tried to calm Vera by planning to dare to tell her 

mother that he would be responsible. When he told Vera's mother, she was 

very angry with him and feeling lament for having a child like Vera, but Bowo 

also stated that his parents would meet him to bless them and get married. 

When the two parents met, Bowo's mother and sister rejected Vera because 

they were ashamed of having a daughter-in-law like Vera who lacked 

education. Moreover, Vera works as a karaoke guide. They are also not sure if 

the baby is Bowo’s child.They accuse Vera if she is pregnant with another 

man. At this point, Vera's mother feels frustrated and fights with them. 

Falling 

actions  

Bowo , who sees Vera getting stressed by shutting herself up for days, 

decides to run away with her until Vera gives birth. 
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Resolutions  When Vera gave birth, Bowo was sure that the child would bring a new hope 

to both families but when they returned, his parents accepted the child but 

still refused Vera. This made Vera feel that her presence in the family was 

undesirable so she decided to leave Bowo with her child without telling them 

where she was going. 

 

The Hapless 

The room was quite dark since Vera turned off the lamp and layed herself on the bed. 

The rain is falling slowly covering the center of Semarang city as the vehicles are passing 

by.When she started to close her eyes for a few minutes,she saw a shadow appearing from  the 

reflection of the light near her window.She opened the window slowly and there she saw a 

shadow of a man appearing in the window which was followed by a voice. "don't be afraid, it's 

me, Nyoman, your father."The shadow kept getting closer and indeed it was his father, but 

when he smiled all of his upper teeth were thrown to the ground. 

 “Oh my God this is only a dream” She gasped. 

Her heart beat faster and goosebumps were all over her body as she woke up from her 

dream.She went ahead to the dispenser  and drank some water to calm her trembling body but 

she was still thinking about why she dreamed of her late father. 

“Wheeze...”  She took a deep breath. 

  

It was 5 a.m. but she was busy setting herself up. She was standing in front of the 

mirror gazing at the reflection of her body, exposing her face and curvy body. She stuck on her 

mere imaginations that if she became a rich woman she wishes to buy  

everything  she wants, she reflects herself on the mirror. 
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” Now I am turning nineteen but why does Bunda still protect and forbid me like a little child?” 

she said with a grumpy face. 

Instantaneously,a voice exploded in her ear. 

“Vera...Vera...Vera…!” she shouted. 

“Ya,Bundaa..”she replied 

“Come on! Have breakfast, I have to go now” she added. 

“Yes Bunda” 

  

After dressing up she rushed to the dining table,beside the right of her chair,there was Seto, he 

is fifteen and wearing a school uniform.He was staring at Vera. 

"Ver… how come you are so tidy this morning, where will you go?”He smiles at her. 

"It is not your business Le,I want to meet my old friends," she replied.   

"Okay, coincidence I am in a hurry so, you please take Seto to school okay? I will go straight to 

work" She ordered and left. 

“Yes  Bunda,”  

  

As they rushed to leave,They were disturbed by a Voice from outside the door. 

“Excuse Me” He shouted while knocking at the door. 

There was an old man about 7 feet standing with a blue map in his hand. 

“Good morning Pak, how can I help you?” Vera asks while smiling at him. 

“Is your mother there?” he asked firmly. 

"My mother has already gone to work, what's wrong pak?" she explained. 
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“Where does she work?” he asked. 

“Owh, Mom works in a laundry market 2 km away from here.”She explained quietly.  

  

He came to collect a debt from Tini, Vera’ mother, to pay off the debt of her father, who took 

out a loan of Rp.50.000.000. She was  astonished to hear about that because she didn't know 

anything. Turns out that Nyoman, her father left a large debt that must be borne by their 

mother but she never told them.  

  

Vera grabs her younger brother’s hand and leaves for school even though she could no longer 

hold back her tears. 

 “Why didn’t Bunda tell me?” she said with exasperation. 

  

In the afternoon when they finally arrived home, Vera  ran straight to the bedroom, she 

ignored  her mother who was there already waiting to have lunch. She slammed the door 

behind her and locked it. She threw herself on the bed  and pusher face into the pillow. 

“Vera, what happened to you?” Tini asked  as she pushed the door. 

  

Day by day Vera kept blaming her mother why she didn’t know that her father had a big debt 

.She always dodge when she was home, sometimes she left when her mother was at home or 

she still locked herself all day in her bed room.Vera annoyed at what her parents did. 

  

At one moment, she realized that she has to help her mother but she knows that it is not an 

easy way because her mother always forbids her from working. So she decides to find a way to 

break the rule by looking for a job without her mother knowing. 
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***** 

Singing is the  answer for her because at school  she was a singer, so she just thought 

The next week Vera pushed herself to find a job that she loves, without letting her mother 

know about it anddecided that karaoke place is going to be the job to pursue. 

  

Vera found  a karaoke place in the center city of Semarang. That place can only perform 

dangdut songs in hold time to the visitors so it's made Vera interested in.She stood by the door 

and observed the very bustling atmosphere inside, the lights gave off a night world charm that 

was both challenging and terrifying to a beginner like her. Her steps were not in line with her 

hesitating thoughts, but in the end her desire to get a job forced her to enter. 

 "Hello, can I help you, mbak?" a woman with brown hair asked. 

"Yes, Bu, I need a job" Vera answered timidly. 

“Well, I am just a waiter here. Please wait for a minute. I will call my boss!”  

  

A few minutes later, a big man, about 6 feet tall appeared with a drink in one hand and another 

hand in his pocket. 

” Good afternoon Pak, I am Vera, nice to meet you”Vera greeted politely. 

”Hey Vera, I am Joseph. Nice to meet you too. I heard you came for a job, right? 

“Yes, pak! Is there any job available for me here?” Vera replied.   

“Hmmm coincidentally the boss is me and we are  looking for a dangdut singer.  So what can 

you offer us?” He added. 

 "I once won a dangdut competition in my village and my friends told me that I have a beautiful 

voice too. So I can sing and dance,” she explained. 
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“That’s nice, I can see you are good looking too” he complimented. 

  

 A voice came from a man who was drinking with his friends from the far side; it seems like in 

the living room. 

 "Boss just accepted her, she's also beautiful and look at her body…..do you know what I mean, 

” he flirted. 

“Yes,”replied the other man while laughing. 

“Okay, but can you bring Dangdut songs?”The boss asked again. 

“Yes,  I can Pak,” she replied. 

“Okay, tomorrow night you may start work and don't forget to wear ravishing clothes because 

you will perform some songs in front of my guests on your first day, as a test for you. 

“Thank you Pak.” She is willing. 

  

Vera was happy to be accepted but she was also afraid of the situation where there were many 

drunken male visitors and on the other side she felt sorry to her Mom for signing the contract 

so she had daydream, which she nearly wretched on the way.  Suddenly a car honking appalled 

her ear . 

“Astaghfirullah!” Vera was scared while holding her chest. A handsome young man around 27s 

got out of his new fortuner. 

”Are you okay Mba?” He asked with panic on his face. 

 ”Yes, Mas''Vera answered with a warm smile. 

“Alhamdulillah” he seems thankful.  
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Bowo goes past, but he is still thinking about Vera.”Who is that girl?” He smiles. 

He hit the steering wheel because he felt regret for not being acquainted with her. 

  

***** 

Vera arrived home around 9 with an annoyed face. She went straight to the bedroom, but 

hasn’t rested yet she’s been called. 

”Where have you been, Vera? What time is it?” she asked while looking at the clock. “Bunda, I 

know where Vera has been,” Seto said as he came out of his room. 

 He smiled and wanted to continue but Vera stepped forward to close his mouth. 

 

On a rainy day, the music sounded like thunder through the city.Vera was nervous because it 

was her first performance on a big stage and in  front of hundreds of visitors. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls! 

Tonight, your faces will glow with joy 

As you witness the greatest performances ever seen on the stage!  

Beautiful and sexy girl 

Will perform before your very eyes wondrous stunts  

You’ve yet beheld! 

Please watch, now “ Joseph introduced Vera. 

As soon as Vera greeted the audience, the music kicked off with the roar of the guitar’s melody. 

She then moved her body in rhythm, enjoying every beat of the music. It was her original song 

and that made Vera feel very excited. She gave the best in her first performance to her boss. 
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Everyone enjoyed it. She expected that the crowd would not be that large, but the stage area 

was full of throngs. She was happy to see many people come to the encore stage. 

After the performance, Joseph immediately approached Vera,to give her an employment 

contract.In the contract, Vera was asked to perform dangdut songs not only at karaoke venues 

but she also had to be ready when invited to perform at large and small events when paid. 

“I really like your performance today.” He complemented 

“Oh thank you Pak ''Vera replied. 

“ Today you are officially accepted here.Here is your Contract.Please sign in”He appreciated. 

“I really appreciate it,thank you again” She signed. 

  

***** 

In the following week, Vera was performing to entertain her guests, she accidentally 

looked forward to the waiter, and there she saw a man who kept staring at her seriously, and 

her face was familiar. Vera felt that they had met before but she forgot where they met. The 

man deliberately asked for a drink. 

 “Excuse me Mba, I need some birr!” 

“Here is Mas.” 

“Okay, thanks. '' He replied. 

  

He got closer near the stage to watch the show. His eyes stuck on Vera who was doing her 

show for her special performance. He looked up at the crowds who were yelling as if in a 

discotic place. 

“Come on baby, you're dancing so pretty, yeah...yeah!” They shouted while laughing. 
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“I  want to go to Saweran” A fifties leaped onto the stage. 

“Excuse me, you please have a space” Vera said 

“Uhhu,”he threw some money while grabbing Vera’s butt. 

“Keep your hand for yourself Mas, it is not polite!” Vera angrily screamed. . 

“Oh come on baby, don't be pretending, we also know about the real life of a karaoke guide! 

”He kept forcing Vera. 

“Aaaah...,aaaah fuck you all! Go away!” Vera screamed. 

“Oomph! …. Oomph! ” The man came up from the blind side of the stage and hit one of them 

twice. Some crowds leaped up to the stage. 

 “Bitch …fuck off…get up, fight us” they hit him until fainted. 

  

They were dispersed by the security guards. They all gathered around seeing him lying like a 

tree. Vera became a scapegoat for that case.She cries while holding the man’s face which is 

bloody. 

“Oh come on…., he is okay.” said the other man. 

“SHUT UP! You are so cruel” Vera angrily. 

  

It took 20 minutes to wake him up . Vera asked for help from one of the security to drive them 

to Dance’s house.On the way, he stared at Vera, who was sweating nearby him with a spoiled 

smile. 

"Are you alright Mas?" she asked. 

"I am okay" he smiled and gave his hand to introduce himself. 
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“I am Bowo,The man who almost hit you yesterday. How was my action today?”I just 

pretended to faint because I wanted to get to know you," he added with a shiny smile. 

"It is not funny by the way" Vera replied while saying her name. 

  

After 30 minutes of driving, Bowo suddenly asked to stop.he got out of the car and pointed to a 

house across the street. 

“This is my house,” he said. 

“Really?” Vera is unsure. 

“Yeah,why?”He asked. 

“Nothing,I Just surprised”  

  

When the Security opened the gate,Vera was amazed to see the house.It was a big house  with 

classic style and surrounded by luxurious decorations. They arrived at the doorway and Bowo 

called Sarah, his sister, to open it. A jolt of feet descended from the second floor towards the 

door.When opened she screamed when saw Bowo's bloody face. She ran back into the house 

while screaming that made everyone in that house get up.they gathered in the living room to 

see him. From the front seat ,Vera sat on the right side of the sofa. Sity ,Bowo's mother stood 

around them.She flushed when she looked at Vera. 

“Who are you?” She asked. 

“She is Vera Mah, ” He explained. 

“Because of you my son was hurt like this huh?” she asked loudly. 

Vera’s tears welled from deep inside and coursed down her cheeks. 

“I sorry Tante,it's my fault” she apologized. 
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“Now you cross, because I don't like seeing you here.!” she ordered 

Vera came home with shame and guilt on the Bowo family. 

                                                          

**** 

Day by day Vera busily, even when at one night Seto asked her to have dinner together with 

her mother, she just rushed past them who were waiting at the dining table.Her behavior 

angered Tini.She followed Vera and slapped her across the face.Whap!. 

“What’s wrong Bunda?” She asked,rubbing the side of her face. 

“Why have you been acting like this lately and why don't you hear me any more?” 

“Bunda,I just want to help so that our debt can be paid off.” 

“ Can you hear Bunda for a second? Ver! we are muslim,can't you behave and dress more 

politely? Can you tell me, what kind of work are you currently doing?” 

  

Vera kept silent and looked nervous to answer every question and massage from her boss. 

  

Just then,Seto came out and separated them.”Mah enough,let Kaka go!.” 

That was a disappointing day but she still went to meet her boss who kept forcing her to come 

over the phone. 

  

When she got there, she immediately rushed to the boss room with heavy footsteps. 

“Excuse Me?,”she knocked at the door 

“Yes please come in!” He replied. 
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“Do you know why I called you?” He asked seriously. 

  

He took out some letters from his drawer, raised his voice and suddenly slammed his hand on 

the table. 

“What is this?” He took out the letter one by one. 

“I have received many reports from our customers because of your bad service,”he added.. 

“But sir,I did that because they were very rude to me when they danced with me,I had to 

protect myself.” she explained. 

“Shut up!  You are an adult,You should have known the consequences of this job from the 

start.” he said angrily. 

“My apologies Pak,”  

“Now I am warming you, it is your last chance.” He spoke firmly. 

“Alright Pak” She responded. 

  

 At that time he told Vera to prepare well because she got an invitation to perform at the 

wedding of one of their guests who was a friend of her boss. It was Friday night Vera started 

showing her sexy sway to all the guests, even though she was sick she tried to show the best 

because Pressure to make a lot of money on each performance makes her have to pamper 

visitor by accompany them drunk together even they slipped some money in Vera’s clothes 

while dancing with her. They were out of sync because the alcohol had taken over. The other 

people threw money and coins to the stage every time Vera shook her body a little wilder.It 

was a big night for them, and Vera should have got a bonus but it didn't seem to happen 

because Jhosep, Vera's boss held everything back. 
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When the party ended, Pak Joseph, Vera's boss, urged all of them to go to his office.Turns out 

he invited them all to celebrate their success because the event went well and with Vera's good 

performance they earned extra money.With a glass in his hand he asked for  cheers, while Vera 

should have followed him. 

“Vera, follow me to my room!”He invited 

“Here let’s drink!” He pours a glass of whiskey. 

  

Several times he forced Vera to drink more .When Vera drank,he smirked and wrapped his arm 

on Vera’s hips. 

“It seems like you have to sleep now.What about staying for the night with me tonight?” He 

asked while smiling. 

“I'll take care of you," said Mr.Joseph with his eyes  on every curve of Vera's body. 

"No sir. I can't, I have to go home now,” Vera struggled to her feet.  

."Why do you have to go home? comfortable in my room," Pak Joseph grabbed Vera's hand, 

but she let go. "Fuck it!" Pak Joseph's face changed.  

  

He was annoyed with Vera's behavior. He stood up and took the empty bottle. 

 "What did you say? How dare you, bitch! You are nothing more than a whore, you don't talk to 

me like that. Apologize!" he shouted at Vera. 

  

 Everyone stopped to hear what was happening in the boss' room. Bowo, who was there to 

meet Vera, became a hero again. He kicked the door and beat Jhosep who strangled Vera.Bowo 

brought Vera home but on the way she was scolded so as not to interfere with her work 

 "Hey look at me, I did all this because I love you" he said while holding Vera's face.  
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Vera, who was traumatized by her boss, asked Bowo  to always accompany her wherever she 

performed.However,Vera, who was made to fall in love by Bowo, felt sure he was a good man. 

They spent every beautiful day together.They lived together but it only lasted 5 months.  

***** 

  

One day Vera cried and panicked when she found out that she was pregnant. He tried to 

call out to Dance with cold hands while tapping his fingers against the wall. 

 “Bzzt…Bzzt…Bzzt” Bowo's phone rang on her desk.  

"I'm busy right now, I'll call you back honey."He declined and replied with a text. 

  

 He continued to work but he felt bad because Vera called him repeatedly, so he decided to go 

home early to see Vera. Arriving home,he approached Vera in the bedroom who looked sad as 

if he had just cried. Bowo keeps getting closer. 

 "What's wrong honey? Tell me!" he asked, holding Vera's hand. 

"Honey, actually I am  pregnant. I wanted you to know about this but I am afraid you would 

leave me” he explained as he lifted his jacket. 

"I'm sorry it was my fault, calm down..! I will talk to our parents. I want to be responsible for 

our child. , I promise." “He tried to comfort Vera by hugging her. 

  

That day, Bowo immediately drove Vera  with  his Toyota fortuner to meet and  introduce 

himself to Vera's family.  
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For two months Tini noticed some physical changes in Vera, so she approached her who was  

tidying her bedroom. 

 “Le, I see that there is something different about your appearance,” she said. 

“What’s wrong Bunda?” she still denied. 

“ Please answer me honestly, are you pregnant?” she asked seriously. 

 "Sorry Bunda, it's my fault I didn't hear all the advice" Vera knelt down crying. 

 "I've told you many times, but you never want to understand my feelings, go ... go...! to 

someone who can make you happy." Tini gasped with anger. 

  

 Their bickering was heard by Bowo and Seto behind the wall. Bowo tried to talk to Tini, but she 

stood up and walked out. Bowo approached Vera and hugged her. He tried to chase Tini to the 

front of his room but he got no answer. 

 "I shouldn't have done that. Please forgive me." He said as he put his hand on the wall.  

  

His efforts didn't stop there, he always worked hard to convince Tini, then he came back while 

Tini was cooking. 

 “Ibu,I realize and regret what I did, “ he said as keep close. 

“So what do you want from me?” she asked 

“I came here to meet you to ask for blessing so I can marry Vera, I promise to be responsible 

for my baby and make Vera happy. I beg you,” he said, kneeling down. 

"I have forgiven you, I also approve of your relationship but, go and tell your parents about 

this, arrange a meeting as soon as possible for us to discuss this." She ordered. 

  



 

28 
 

Happily Bowo  returned to his parents, but when he met her mother, he was confused and 

afraid to talk because he knew that in their family she was the one person who did not agree to 

accept Vera. One of the ways that Bowo did was tell her that Vera was pregnant and he had to 

take responsibility. It was a shock for their family. They all didn't want to accept the decision 

because they were ashamed of the environment. On the other hand, Anton, Bowo 's father, 

was a very respected person in the village, it might damage his reputation. Bowo knelt down 

and begged for blessing. 

 "Mom and Dad. I know this will ruin the family name, but do you guys hear them more than 

me, your own son?” he begged 

“Yes, stay calm, everything can be arranged, right?” Anton reponded. 

“Yes your father wants to agree but not to me “She objected. 

“ I LOVE her and I have to be responsible for my baby."he said with tears. 

 "It's not like that dear, we love you very much, I know that you have grown” Anton said 

quietly. 

 “All the future is in your own hands, immediately make a meeting for us " He added with 

sympathetic eyes. 

 "The point is Bunda  will take care of the baby but not Vera." she said while leaving. 

                                                          

 

***** 

A Month after Anton's mind changed, he asked Bowo to schedule a meeting at a 

restaurant with Vera's family. Bowo  is very excited to arrange all that. On Friday night he went 

to Vera's house full of enthusiasm. 

"Beb, I have good news for you. I have arranged a meeting with our family." He informed Vera 

while hugging Vera. Vera's eyes filled with tears.  
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Bowo immediately met Tini who was cooking in the kitchen, he steps closer. 

"Sorry to disturb Tanta, I'm here to tell you that my parents want to meet, I invite Tanta, Seto 

and Vera to come to the Awan Wengi cafe, tomorrow evening at seven o'clock” he invited 

quietly. Nory didn't speak until Bowo walked home until the doorstep he called from behind 

 "Wait, I will be there with them. Thank you" she said with a thin smile. 

  

The night that  Bowo has been waiting for has arrived, everything has been prepared. He picks 

them up to table number 4, the table is rectangular so they sit across from each other.While 

tasting the food,his mother kept staring at Seto. 

"Look at the way they eat, don't they deserve to be at the same table with us?” she said. 

“Mah stop it!” Bowo  reprimanded loudly. 

"This is really embarrassing." Sarah went to the toilet.  

Anton tried to lighten the mood.  

"Uhhh, let's continue eating, just ignore them" he said with a little smile.  

Tini, who felt humiliated from the start, was very angry. 

 "Why not? We deserve to be here because she was pregnant by your own son." She 

responded.  

"Oh wow amazing, don't you know that your daughter works at night? Look at her! Look at her 

appearances! "she ordered.  

Everyone in the restaurant looked at Vera.  

“Stop it Mom!!” Bowo stopped her.  
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Anton told them to go back because he felt humiliated. He apologized to Tini and he promised 

to talk about their child later. 

  

Arriving at home, Sity immediately interrogated and  scolded Anton in their bedroom. 

“Why did he have to do it all in front of them?” He asked and stared. 

 “I also know what her personality as a karaoke guide is like." she explained.  

“You are making this up” he denied. 

“I told you because I had worked as a dangdut singer too.”  

He kept closer and  slapped her across the face.  

“ Huh,what did you say?Why didn't you tell me?” He asked 

When Anton turned to the second slap, Sarah appeared at the door. 

“Pah,Pah!” She called  

He lowered his hand back and left with a disappointed face. 

  

At Vera's house, Tini called Bowo to come as soon as possible  because Vera had locked herself 

in her room all day. She let every call from them all.  In 10 minutes he arrived,tried to call and 

persuade Vera to open the door. Finally Tini  asked  to break the door. When the door opened, 

he immediately hugged Vera who was dying. 

"Don't act stupid!! everything can be solved” he said frantically.  

  

Vera’s huge body-shaking sobs racked Bowo’s body, each coming in a wave, and, with every 

sob, he let out a low whimper. He asked Tini permission to talk to her for a moment. He rushed 

to close the door. 
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” Everything can be handled,trust me”he said while looking at Vera. 

“ Don’t leave me!” She was helpless. 

“I am here for you” wiped her tears. 

  

Bowo thought that one way to save Vera and the baby in that pressure situation was to take 

her away from his family. 

  

They fled at 3am  in the morning, it was the month of Ramadan, they took advantage of the 

time when all the families were flock into the mosque. They only brought some clothes and 

money to rent a place to stay.When finished praying, Tini checked the room. He thought Vera 

was still sleeping but she wasn't there, only the bed and the room had been made. She tried to 

call Bowo but she was also not active. Seto, who was feeling sorry for his Mom, tried to calm 

her down. 

 "Calm down Mah, she will be alright.” he advised.  

  

He remembers that last night he saw Vera getting dressed but he didn't want to tell because he 

wanted Vera to be able to go to avoid fighting and take care of the baby. 

                                                          

  

***** 

Bowo and Vera spent 5 months in a small apartment in the center of Jakarta, the capital 

city of Indonesia. To fulfill their needs he worked as a cashier at an Indomaret. 
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On the 6th day of work,he received a call from the hospital if his wife was already there. He 

leaves without any permission, about five minutes he arrives on his shuffling steps that scuff 

the floor. He called from outside the door, his sweat overflowing like hot water. The situation in 

the room was quiet as if there were no patients. He tried to open the door, there was a doctor 

and two nurses standing facing him in the entrance. They just stared at him in silence. 

 "Congratulations today you have officially become a dad, please your wife and son there." she 

said with a smile.  

The situation melted when he walked towards his wife in tears while hugging them. 

"I am sorry I should be here with you earlier,'' he added.  

"It's okay beb" she smiled.  

He carried her child with a lovely touch,his heart leaped up for joy. 

  

The baby brought a million hopes for them. Bowo tried to contact his parents to let them know  

about their condition. With cold hands he tried to call the number they had blocked. 

 “Is it okay beb?”he asked. 

“Vera hesitating nod.” 

When the phone rang, there was a loud voice that answered . 

"Hello Mah, this is Bowo". He explained calmly.  

"My son, where are you now?” she asked.  

“We are in Jakarta right now.” He answered. 

“We are all worried about you." She replied while crying. 

"Alhamdulilah Mah, We are good,your grandson is here.”  He added. 
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After talking ,his Mom over the phone to Anton.He excitedly wants to see his son back.They 

were chit chatting with the whole family,so they decided  to return home to celebrate Eid 

together.Bowo, who was waiting for that beautiful moment, could hardly contain his happiness . 

  

***** 

They packed all their stuff with nothing left.They spent a day on the train, but in the end 

they arrived safely.When they got out of the car, they saw there was crowded in the  house. 

They greeted them with Happy Eid. Sity and some of her friends were very happy to play with 

the quiet baby.They all enjoyed the peaceful atmosphere but something unexpected happened 

to Vera, when she was looking for a room to sleep, Sity whispered something to Sarah to tell 

her. 

"There is no empty room here for you, Bunda said you should sleep in the living room" she 

explained. 

“Oh okay,thanks” she responded with a cool face. 

  

Vera felt that they were being played to her but she was still positive thinking because there 

were many families staying at home too. 

  

A few days later the same thing happened to Vera, when she wanted to go to the bathroom she 

accidentally heard Sarah and her mother discussing to make Vera feel uncomfortable so she 

could leave the house as soon as possible.They piled up all the dirty clothes and told Vera to 

wash them all but Vera still calm and took it easy but at the same time they  cook for lunch but 

they finished it without leaving anything for her.At that moment, Vera realized that no matter 

what effort she did, no one from the family accepted her presence there. She was only 

considered a useless piece of trash. 



 

34 
 

She cries as she remembers the moment when her mother and brother were humiliated, she 

felt even more hurt and felt guilty for herself” enough...enough for me”she said by herself.She 

secretly decided to leave Bowo and her  son somewhere. One way to convey her feelings was 

by writing a peace of letter before she leaves.She gave her last kiss to her lovely son who was 

still sleeping, he laid him down with the letters on the right side of the bed near the area where 

Bowo slept. 

  

          

Dear Bowo, 

  

Mas,I know that this will hurt you but I have to do it for the sake of our child. From the first 

time we met, I knew that your parents did not accept my presence but I continued to walk with 

you even though in the end I also know that you also do not care about me when they insult 

me, I have tried my best but I am only considered trash in your family. Now I realize that a 

poor woman like me only brings disaster to your family's big name. I only ask for one thing, to 

raise my son to be a good and pious child! Because he deserves more.I will try to run again 

even though limping, wish you all the best.I love you but I knowed that  no one loves me more 

than my family. 

Best Vera 

  

 

 

The End 

 

 



 

35 
 

Reflective Paper 

I am interested in writing about the self-concept and personality of a female dangdut 

singer because as a person who is not from Java, I am curious to learn about dangdut 

culture, their lives and careers in society. And the most important thing is how their self 

concept and their personality responded in the society. 

Self-concept is the image that we have of ourselves.Bruce A. Bracken believed self-

concept was multidimensional and could be broken down into six independent 

traits:Academic: Your success or failure in school Affect: Your awareness of emotional states 

Competence: Your ability to meet basic needs Family: How well you work in your family unit 

Physical: How you feel about your looks, health, physical condition, and overall appearance 

Social: Your ability to interact with others (Bracken BA.Pro-Ed; 1992.)  The things above 

have a huge effect on a person's personality depending on the views of himself and the 

environment.(Argyle M.1st ed. Routledge; 2008.) 

 On the other hand, Self-concept and Personality is not a physical area within the brain, 

but rather hypothetical conceptualizations of important mental functions.The most concept 

of human personality called by Sigmund Freud as Id,ego and superego. 

  

From the data above I can say Dangdut,self concept and personality have a strong 

correlation .As I stated in my introduction of my research, there is a case of a famous 

dangdut singer who received bad views and responses about her performance during the 

stage.This certainly brings a negative image to the personality of a female dangdut singer in 

Indonesian society.  

  

The writing process 

         In completing this short story, I encountered several obstacles that I experienced which 

made it difficult for me. The first is showing, not telling.For me it is  one of the difficult 

techniques of writing a good story because Showing encourages readers to participate in 

processing what the author conveys and even draws their own conclusions. Not only that, but 

also showing made me as a writer must be able to use the right word choice in describing the 
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dialogue or storyline.The second is Spelling.This is also one of my problems in writing the story 

because several times I have received revisions regarding spelling. I found this due to a lack of 

accuracy in placing each word in the correct tense.The third is writing the correct dialogue 

format. In this section I also found it difficult because I did not understand and did not know 

what the dialogue format in a story was like, so I had to get many revisions from my 

supervisor.The last one is laziness.As people said The biggest enemy is yourself.It is a big 

problem that I faced because it fights against myself to be able to use my time as well, but in 

fact the feeling of laziness overwhelms me so that I can't finish the story or the revision I 

received on time. Besides those things above,The main difficulty in writing the story is I don't 

have much knowledge about a dangdut singer's life and personality as the theme of my story. 

Therefore, writing a story about dangdut was very challenging for me. I had to do a lot of 

searching about a female dangdut singer's life,career,personality and how they behave in the 

society so I have to use  media like news,youtube and twitter to conduct data. 

 Conclusion 

My story describes how people, especially a female Dangdut singer, struggle with the negative 

image she receives of herself in the society.This is because in general there are some people 

who easily judge someone through their work  and their appearances without knowing who 

they are. 
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LOCK BOOK 

  

Date Revision notes Supervisor’s 

signature 

Student’s 

signature 

March 22,2021 
•  Showing not telling. 

• Pay attention to spelling. 

• Punctuation. 

  

September 

15,2021 

• The name of the characters should be 

based on the place and the 

background of the family. 

• Note about the procedure for writing a 

short story.(the dialogue,how to 

express and other information) have to 

follow a plot which is digestible and 

reasonable. 

• Pay attention to the choice of words 

that must be used in making new 

sentences or paragraphs. 
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Sunday 18 

october,2021 

• Check the personal pronouns of every 

single character. 

• consider how to write a good dialog. 

• avoid vulgar words when describing 

the characters or something. 

  

October 

30,2021 

• The application of Theory to the story 

that is described through the plot and 

each character must be clear. 

• The format of writing the dialog. 

  

November 

23,2021 

• Make every sentence make sense. 

• Words choice, 

• Recheck every koncepts of The theory 

that I used. 

• Thinking about the point of view of 

every character. 

• The format of how to write a 

monologue. 
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December 

9,2021 

• Add more theories in the theoretical 

framwork. 

• The setting of the story must be clear. 

• Avoid sentence quotes from other 

people's stories to be used in stories. 

Must use your own sentences. 

• Pay attention again on spelling and 

grammar in the story so that the 

reader can understand the author's 

intent. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


