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[Abstract] 

 
 

This study attempts to find out students‟ perspectives toward the 

use of teacher‟s edublog in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

teaching learning process, especially in the Faculty of Language 

and Lierature (English Department) of Satya Wacana Christian 

University. It is intended to see how students view technology, in 

this case educational blog (edublog), in EFL education. This study 

was conducted in 2011/2012 academic year. It used a qualitative 

research procedure and the participants of the study were 70 

students who have ever taken courses which use edublog. The 

analysis of the data shows that the use of edublog is really helpful 

and plays an important role on EFL education i.e. Students‟ mental 

barrier reduction, interactive and flexible function through edublog 

as a One-Click Open Source. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Nowadays, internet technology has become so popular in almost all of human‟s 

life. Some of those are e-mail, social networking sites, chat room and also 

website/weblog. Many people use that kind of technology to support their daily activities. 

Internet technology has also started to be applied in education sector such as college. 

There are many kinds of utilities using internet technology that have been used by the 

teachers as well as the lecturers in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teaching 

learning process. Teachers and/or lecturers who are aware of the advanced usage of 

internet technologies start to design language teaching activities involving that utilities to 

give new breakthrough in classroom activities. One utility that becomes popular in EFL 

learning is weblog. Weblog or blog in short is created as a complementary tool to share 

or keep documents as well as any others file in personal virtual sites. This utility rapidly 

grows in education sector so that some researchers found the new use of blog for English 

language education in Blog Assisted Language Learning (BALL) (Rashtchi & 

Hajihassani, 2010). 

In last few years, teachers or lecturers have not been familiar with the use of blog 

in educational sector. They still use black/white board in explaining the lesson, ask 

students to do exercises in classroom while they (teacher) walk around to check students‟ 

work, collecting students‟ work in a form of paper, even giving back the result of tasks to 

students. Those activities are considered as traditional way of teaching. By using blog 

which can be accessed freely and easily, teachers or lecturers do not need to use the 

traditional way of teaching. Suwartono & Mayaratri (2011), in their research on students‟ 
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problems in classroom activities figured out some problems in traditional way of teaching 

like some students might feel afraid of making mistake in classroom. The other is 

students‟ silence to prevent uncomfortable condition and/or mistakes like miss-

pronunciations, poor of grammar and even vocabulary limitation. They are also quiet in 

traditional classroom activities because they do not know what to do. Uncategorized 

teaching method also becomes a factor of students‟ less understanding in traditional 

classroom activities (Suwartono & Mayaratri, 2011). 

In addition, Ling (2004), in her research on EFL teaching learning process, also 

stated that the matter of students‟ personal problem which often happens is that her 

students also refuse to participate because they are afraid of making mistakes and less 

understanding of what to do. Those often happen in EFL teaching learning process 

especially in applying the traditional way where the EFL learners tend to be afraid to 

explore their understanding in English. Ling‟s (2004) ideas above can explain some 

questions appeared like “Are my ideas good enough to be understood?”, “Is it correct to 

use such dictions in my English communication?”, “Can I do the English assignments 

well in the class?” Those questions might become the reasons why EFL learners‟ 

improvement is hindered. The students can not effectively learn and/or produce good 

English because they felt anxious about their bad pronunciation, poor grammar and the 

others reasons above. That is why researchers in this study area like Rowland (2008), Wu 

(2010), Smith (2009) and etc, propose the use of interactive and collaborative utility like 

blog in EFL teaching learning process. 
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By knowing some problems that the students face in EFL teaching learning 

process and also the use of blog which can make students as well as teachers can get 

connected each other and transfer (submit-collect) materials/tasks easily, we can see that 

studying blog in supporting EFL teaching learning process is quite important. Later on, 

the findings of this study can form teachers and/or lecturers‟ awareness of the advantage 

of blog so that they consider this kind of technology in EFL teaching learning process. 

Moreover, some lecturers in English Department of Satya Wacana Christian University 

have also used blog to support their EFL teaching learning process. The findings can also 

reveal students‟ perspectives that can be a significant input for the teachers as well as 

lecturers to use blog in their English course to stimuli the student to have more 

encouragement and creativity in learning English. Therefore, this paper will explore 

students‟ perspectives toward the use of blog in Educational sector. This study is aimed 

to answer the question: What are students’ perspectives toward the use of teacher’s 

edublog in English Department of Satya Wacana Christian University. 

 

BLOG IN GENERAL 

Weblog, in etymology, consist of the word “web” and “log” where “web” here 

means network and “log” means “diary” (Georgescu, 2010). A weblog, or now we just 

call it as a blog, is a type of website which can be maintained individually by the owner 

consisting of text, picture, music/audio file and sometimes videos/movies which is 

publicly shared through virtual database. Furthermore, a researcher from Kwansei Gakuin 

University Japan named Pinkman (2005), also explain a similar nature and characteristic 
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of blog, i.e. easy-to-create and easy-to-maintain websites which function mostly as online 

journals and its content is considered as personal. The posting in a blog also display the 

authors‟ names and the date and hour of their posting (Georgescu, 2010). In other word, 

we can say that a blog is an “on-line collaborative diary”. Many people use this utility as 

a tool of communicating their thoughts, feelings and creativity. People also use it to 

announce, promote, and even tell something to others. By knowing the function of a blog, 

we can define some characteristics or types of it. There is personal blog which usually 

consist of personal true story, expression of mood or feelings. This blog tends to be used 

for individual purpose without any obligation from others to see and/or comment to the 

content of that blog. There is also art blog such as: photo blog, video blog, music blog, 

and so on (Georgescu, 2010). This kind of blog actually provides a lot variant of photos, 

videos and many kinds of music genre. People use this kind of blog to provide others 

about the latest music album from popular artist/band, unique photos/picture as well as 

video/movies. In other side, there is a kind of blog that is used in educational setting 

called educational blog or edublog. This blog provides lots of information about 

educational needs, materials, lesson, and/or academic schedule. This blog, later on, will 

be explored in this study. 

 

EDUBLOG AND LANGUAGE LEARNING 

As stated previously that one of many kinds of blog function is for educational 

setting. Here, there are many excitements from educational tutors, teachers and even 

lecturers of university about the use of blog to support education. From that reason, 
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educational blog or edublog appears and has started to play its role. Edublog is usually 

administered by the teachers/educators in teaching learning process. Since the use of it is 

easy and free, they use this utility as a place to have interaction to the students in or 

outside classroom. Georgescu (2010) restated Godwin-Jones‟ (2003) ideas that many 

educators like to use blog in teaching learning process because of these two reasons: 

interactive and collaborative. The interactive and collaborative function of blog is also 

supported by Campbell (2003) who stated that: 

 

“Similar to an open journal, the accumulation of writings and other 

content creates both a record of learning and a resource for others. 

Furthermore, a weblog is interactive, in the sense that readers can respond to 

any given entry with a comment and even threaded discussions can take 

place depending on the software chosen.” 

 

Those reasons are also strengthened by Tomé (2010) who figured out the 

following didactic advantages of the blogs: blog is free and easy to use; the owner can 

update and/or creating post flexibly; people can use it to communicate freely and 

interactively; and it allows a collaborative work, assessment, tutorial activities and 

sharing among teachers and students. In her paper, Glenn (2010) accounted for the first 

university experiences with blogs which are consulted up to 100,000 times a day. That is 

a big interest of using this interactive utility in educational sector. 

One great function of blog, which can be used in distance teaching learning 

process, might become good contribution especially to language teaching learning 

process. Williams and Jacobs (2004) explored the potential of blogs as learning spaces 
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for students and point to their potential as a transformational technology for teaching and 

learning. Since the essence of language education is to communicate, it needs a place 

which allows the learner as well as teachers to communicate freely, effectively and 

frequently. In line with the use of blog in language learning, Campbell (2003) 

distinguished the use of blog in three categories: teacher blog (tutor), student blog 

(learner) and class blog. 

1. The first blog is actually administered by the teacher/educator. This blog usually 

provides information of class schedule, teacher‟s feedback of students‟ 

assignments, and materials every meeting. Teacher also can share link related to 

other sites that support current lesson/material. Some teachers also provide a room 

to chat. This chat room allows students to ask question freely if they have 

something to ask. Some folders are also provided by the teacher to submit 

students‟ work according to the course or lesson. This blog is the one that English 

Department of Satya Wacana Christian University‟s teachers use. 

2. In student blog, the student plays role to manage their individual or collective blog. 

This is to share tasks and assignments. This blog is effective to be used to improve 

writing and reading skill. Students can post their writing and freely explore their 

creativity to write anything without any worry. Then, teacher can give respond to 

the students‟ writing and they are able to check the mistake and easily and 

effectively learn from the blog itself. 

3. A class blog is the result of collaborative of students in class discussion. This blog 

can be used as following: it can be used in conversation-based classes as a free-
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form bulletin board for learners to post messages related to classroom topics; it 

may be used as a project-based language learning by which learners can practice 

research and writing skills in order to create online resources on a specific topic; it 

may become the space of international exchanges with students studying the same 

language in other schools or countries. 

 

Davis (2004) also supported the two categories stated by Campbell (2003) before 

with other ideas. First, teacher‟s blog can be used to reflect on one‟s teaching experiences 

that the teacher gained from what happened in one‟s classes, share ideas and resources 

for teaching activities during classes or at home, and give feedback. Second, students‟ 

blog can be used to reflect on one‟s learning, create an on going portfolio of tasks, write 

comments, opinions, or questions on daily news items or issues of interest, discuss 

activities they did in class and tell what they think about these activities, and also 

exchange ideas. 

 

PROBLEMS FACED BY STUDENTS IN LEARNING ENGLISH 

As stated previously, Suwartono & Mayaratri (2011) and Ling (2004) clearly said 

that there are many problems faced by the students in learning English. Here, there are 

seven main problems that students often face in EFL teaching learning process. First, 

students might feel afraid of making mistake in classroom. Second, their fear of being 

closer to the teacher also affects their confidence in learning English. Third, the students 

felt afraid of being thought of as “sensation hunter”. These words mean that the students 

said as “sensation hunter” tend to ask many question even irrelevant questions just to 
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grasp teacher‟s attention to them. Then, the students are afraid of being judged as “the 

show-off student”. Here, the students tend to answer and/or criticize something to show 

off their competence to the others. Next, the teacher found that fear in asking for 

questions is a culture of the students as a result of the pattern of education in certain area. 

Then, the students were afraid of being laughed at by mates or teacher because of less 

understanding the materials. This condition might happen when the teacher asks 

something to particular students and the other student are laughing because s/he delivers 

strange and/or irrelevant answers. The last, they do not know what to do because the 

teacher gives a fast instruction. 

From the sequence of problems faced by the students particularly in traditional 

classroom above, Smith (2009) indirectly said that many problems occur because of less 

interactive and collaborative function in EFL teaching learning process. In addition, he 

explains the essence of problems face by the students under three major categories: 

Interactive, Collaborative and Flexibility aspects. The more the interactive and 

collaborative level goes up, the lower the problems occur. 

 

 

FIGURE 1 

Lack of Interactive and Collaborative function 

makes some problems in EFL education (adapted from Smith, 2009). 
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1. Interactive Aspect 

In brief, Smith (2009) in his examples of his research on interactive 

weblog stated that interactive means the way people interact each other in two 

ways of communication. Here, the definition of interactive is more on students 

and teacher interaction where students sit and absorb knowledge from teacher 

lecture and verbally or physically interacts with the teacher (Sessoms, 2008). 

Students actually have competence to explore their ideas and make good English 

based on their ideas, but they are often intimidated by their own worry of being 

wrong. They occasionally feel afraid of making mistakes in their EFL teaching 

learning process (Suwartono & Mayaratri, 2011). By having that feeling, students 

do not have encouragement to say or write something in English. Teacher might 

go around the class and see the students‟ task one by one. It can also de-motivate 

them to be more active in class discussion. Sometimes, the students are afraid that 

the teachers may judge them or discourage their performance when they make 

some mistakes. Ling (2004) also shared her experience as stated below: 

“My students often told me that they refused to participate in 

classroom activities because they were afraid of making mistakes …... 

Consequently, I had to spend a lot of time persuading and encouraging my 

students and sometimes I couldn‟t finish my teaching plan.” 

 

These mental barriers can also make students have an uncomfortable 

condition that can break their concentration. Their fear of being closer to the 

teacher also affects their confidence in learning English. For instance, the students 

avoided eye contact with the teacher when they are close to him/her. This 
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example was experienced by Ling (2004) when she taught materials to the 

students. So, she needs to think more of interactive ways to catch student‟s 

attention without making them worry. 

Sometimes, students also feel afraid of being thought of as “sensation 

hunter” and “the show-off student”. Sensation hunter means that the students tend 

to grasp teacher‟s attention by answering every question comes out from the 

teacher. Then, show-off students mean students who have purpose to show that 

s/he has potential and master the material taught by the teacher. Those two 

judgments also hinder students‟ willingness to interact each other in EFL teaching 

learning process. 

So, one of many characteristics of edublog – interactive, can help students 

to overcome some problems explained before because edublog are built to be a 

supporting tools for teacher to teach certain material and require interaction 

between students and teacher. The problems can be reduced even be removed 

according to the interactive level of the edublog that the teacher use. 

 

2. Collaborative Aspect 

Collaborative means a situation which two or more people learn or attempt 

to learn something together. In collaboration, the word „together‟ is more likely to 

occur between people with similar status like collaboration among students than 

between a teacher and pupils (Dillenbourg, 1999). In traditional classroom, 

students may feel afraid of being laughed at by mates because they have less 
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understanding about the materials and do not know what to do because the teacher 

gives a fast instruction (Suwartono & Mayaratri, 2011). If they do not understand 

the materials, they will avoid answering or responding teacher‟s command 

because they fear of being mock or laughed by other students who understand 

more than those who do not. In other word, the collaboration among students is 

not constructively and significantly built. Here, the researcher may say that 

students tend to learn the lesson individually without any constructive 

collaboration with other classmates. So, to overcome those problems, 

collaborative teaching and learning is needed.  

 MacBride and Lehmann (2008) in Smith (2009) believe that classroom 

practices (collaboration among students) that use new technology will energize 

learning. They suggest that the collaborative nature, the flexible rules and 

procedures, and the anarchic tendencies of the new literacies are what entice and 

empower the students. This is because these are collaborative practices, involving 

distributed participation and collaboration, where rules and procedures are 

flexible. By having collaborative edublog students can be more encouraged to 

have better understanding especially in learning English. Moreover, they will be 

able to work together (pair/group work) rather than judge others when someone 

do mistakes. 
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ADVANTAGE OF BLOG IN LEARNING ENGLISH 

By knowing many functions of a blog, now, we can go further to the advantage of 

using blog in language learning particularly in learning English. Blog provides the 

easiness from the efficient tools that actually can be applied in learning English to 

support and create relax and comfortable atmosphere so that students can explore more 

creativity in English like using new vocabularies that they have learned before freely, 

implementing their own style (table, graphic, bulleting in paragraph, etc) of answering 

exercises/tasks given by the teacher. For teachers, blog can also fulfill some needs to 

teach effective lesson as stated by Ward (2004) below: 

 

For the language teacher the weblog is a timely arrival which can 

fulfill many of the needs identified for the effective teaching of writing. The 

weblog provides a genuine audience, is authentically communicative, process 

driven, peer reviewed, and provides a dis-inhibiting context and offers a 

completely new form with un-chartered creative potential (p. 3) 

 

By doing this, teacher can have their teaching materials and activities done 

interactively and collaboratively. It is also possible to make students‟ English skills 

improved. Some findings stated that there are many advantages of using blog to EFL 

learning. Here, Wu (2010) restated Campbell‟s (2004) idea how blogs can promote 

exploration of English websites. Since it is quite simple for teachers to put English 

materials on line with links to their source websites, students have more chances to read 

related articles. By doing this, students are aware of what to do and can explore the idea 

by looking the guideline from the teacher wherever they are as long as the internet 
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connection is available and do activities in collaboration with many sources provided. 

They will also do the tasks more carefully if they know that they are going to publish 

online for authentic readers who may comment on their postings. This way can softly 

force student to dig their creativity without any worry of having traditional classroom 

where teacher stand in front of the students and look at their work. 

In addition, Wu (2010) presented how Oravec (2002) claimed that blog 

development can “empower students to become more analytical and critical” meaning 

that by using blog, students are able to think critically, to be more thoughtful (Blood, 

2002) because they can anytime crosscheck from authentic websites, link and/or online 

journal to get better understanding toward the lesson. They can also master the material 

taught so they are aware of their capabilities to produce good English. Opportunity and 

experience are also given to the students to feel free to write, speak and explore their 

innovative thinking. It is also supported by Jones‟ (2006) in Ducate and Lomika (2008): 

There is a clear social dimension to electronic literacy; reading and 

writing on-line are often collaborative activities. As educators we not only 

need to facilitate literacy skills in this new environment, we also need to be 

creating language learning media or applications which mirror the kind of 

online world students experience – student-centered with collaborative 

opportunities, allowing plenty of space for creative and reflective processes 

(p. 13). 

 

Besides those, students are also able to have chit chat each other by using chat 

room provided by the teacher in his/her edublog. This can help them to have 

collaborative communication of creativities sharing. 
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The other idea supporting the advantage of using blog also comes from Dieu 

(2004) and Mitchell (2003). They stated that teachers can easily use the blog to organize 

a collaborative learning environment in which students can peer edit others‟ postings. 

Students should be encouraged to comment their partner‟s postings, which can also be 

shared by other classmates. This comment will at least reduce students‟ worry of negative 

judgments that can kill their innovation and exploration of their competence to express 

their ideas. Students can also give pair feedback which later can help them to have their 

work done well. 

Furthermore, Hashemi and Najafi (2011) also added five points pointing out the 

benefits of blog for students in learning English as: First, an access for students to 

complete their notes on the Internet. They have the option of previewing the class 

material before class and reviewing the material after class. Second, an access for them to 

use online English dictionaries and also other sites to support their work. Third, students 

can easily find information because the class material is organized into sections. Then, 

students can also read comments for the class as a whole and comments directed at them 

individually. This maximizes feedback and contact with the teacher. The last, Students 

can observe how their work has changed over time. 

 

METHODS 

Context of the Study 

 The context of my study is English Department (ED) of Satya Wacana Christian 

University (SWCU). This university is one of many qualified universities in Indonesia. It 

is in an inner-city area called Salatiga, Central Java, Indonesia. I selected this site because 
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I know some students well that can be a key point for the researcher to collect further 

data and I had also some knowledge of the way the ED students learn English and take 

the courses which can be a good source to complete my research. This university also has 

some lecturers who have used edublog to help their EFL teaching learning process. There 

are at least five lecturers using this kind of blog. The further reason of selecting ED of 

SWCU is that its high standing in the region as a department that have great accreditation 

(Accreditation “A”) with an excellent reputation of graduating competitive collage 

students for future. This study followed qualitative research procedure which intended to 

see to students‟ perspectives toward the use of teacher‟s edublog in EFL learning.  

 

Participants 

The participants in the study were selected from English Department of Satya 

Wacana Christian University students who are completing these criterias: 

- Have taken course which use computer and internet technology (not 

looking at the level of the course itself) 

- The teachers or lecturers use their blog as an instrument of teaching 

English. 

To have it fulfilled effectively, the researcher used purposive sampling or 

“criterion-based” (Patton, 2001) selection to select a suitable participants. Here, the 

researcher chooses approximately 10% from total number of population of English 

Department of Satya Wacana Christian University (70 participants) that fulfill those 

criteria to support this study. The participants chosen came from different level of study 
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(angkatan) and also gender. They are also chosen from different courses but they still use 

teacher‟s blog that facilitate their English lesson. 

 

Data Collection 

In this study, the researcher explores the participants‟ point of view by using 

combination of close-ended and open-ended questionnaire as the instrument of data 

collection. The researcher use that instrument of data collection because that is the 

fastest, easiest and the most effective instruments to dig participants perspectives, 

experience and/or thought about the topic discussed in this study. This questionnaire 

allows the participants to fell free writing their responses to the questions given instead of 

controlled by the choices designed by the researcher. They can also voice out their 

individual perspectives and explain in detail about some particular issues. 

Before distributing the questionnaire to the whole participants, the researcher 

piloted the questionnaire first. This step helped the researcher to determine the 

questionnaire‟s validity and reliability, and also the best substantial and/or theoretical 

categories used in the analysis later. This piloting section was done by distributing 10% 

of the whole amount of the questionnaire to analyze. 

After piloting section, the researcher distributed the whole questionnaire to the 

participants according to the criterias. They (participants) were given some times to 

respond to the questions they get directly or via e-mail. They submited their responses 

directly to the researcher. After all of the questionnaires be filled, the researcher started to 

analyse the data. 
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Data Analysis 

 After the data have been collected, those were analized according to the 

categorization of the number in the questionnaire. There were 10 numbers of question in 

the questionnaire and those were categorized under several emerging themes/categories. 

The researcher analyzed participants‟ responds one by one started from the frequency of 

edublog usage in EFL teaching learning process (Question No.1). Then, Question No.2 

and No.3 were processed to know how blog is used (blog activities) in EFL learning in 

English Department of Satya Wacana Christian University. Question No.4 to No. 7 were 

analized discriptively to get students‟ perspectives toward the usefulness of edublog that 

later on can give richer perspectives for the following number discussed. In addition, the 

last three number were analyzed to reveal students‟ perspectives of the Interactive, 

Collaborative and Flexibility function of using edublog in EFL teaching learning process 

that was strengthen by question No 4 to No. 7. Those ten questions from the 

questionnaire, later on, could lead us to the general findings about students‟ perspectives 

toward the use of teacher‟s edublog. 

 

RESULT 

After the researcher put participants‟ responds under some emerging 

themes/categories, now, the result of analyzing were described as follow: 
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12.9%

21.4%

42.9%

22.8%
Seldom

Usually

Often

Always

Frequency of Using Teacher’s Edublog 

Every student has different time allocation of using teacher‟s edublog. It depends 

on the frequency of teacher who use his/her edublog in EFL teaching learning process. If 

the blog is used every meeting, it can be considered as „Always‟. If the blog is used for 

more than a half of the whole meeting in a semester, it can be put under „Often‟. Then, 

the blog is placed under „Usually‟ if the usage approximately in a half of the whole 

meeting. If the blog is just used for one to four times a semester, it is considered as 

„Seldom‟. The responds from 70 participants of English Department of Satya Wacana 

Christian University are displayed in Figure 2 below. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  Figure 2 showed us that most of the participants have often experienced using 

teacher‟s edublog. It is prooven by 42.9% of the participants used it quite often and 

22.8% always used it in EFL teaching learning process. By looking at the survey result 

above, the researcher might say that the users of edublog especially in English 

Department of Satya Wacana Christian University are quite a lot (65.7% of the whole 

participants). Here, the result of this section showed us the possibility of embedding 

FIGURE 2 

Frequency of edublog usage 
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teacher‟s edublog in EFL teaching learning process since quite a lot students have ever 

experienced using teacher‟s edublog in learning English. It is a big start to explore more 

about the use of edublog in EFL teaching learning process particularly in English 

Department of Satya Wacana Christian University. 

Blog Activities 

As the researcher stated earlier, there were many features of edublog that can be 

used by its users. At least there are 7 activities that can be done by using edublog such as: 

teacher can give announcements and/or information every time and from everywhere 

they are as long as there is internet connection. The others are materials that can be 

downloaded and links to other sources supporting the lessons. There are also spaces 

(place) to submit tasks/tests, to get teacher or pair feedback, to have chit chat, and to have 

conference. In a simpler way, these were participants‟ responds of questions about feature 

of blog (blog activities) in Figure 3 below. 
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FIGURE 3. Blog Activities that exist in EFL learning ED - SWCU 
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By looking at Figure 3, the researcher divided those blog activities to 3 parts. The 

first one was feature 1 to 3 which was related to the interactive advantage of edublog. 

The teacher is able to announce and/or share materials through virtual interaction without 

having face-to-face meeting. The data showed us that almost all of the students (98.6%) 

experienced blog as announcement board and as a source to download material easily. In 

other word, the researcher might say that this result added plus point to Smith‟s (2008) 

findings which stated that edublog really gave interactive advantages that later on can 

overcome problems faced by students in traditional classroom as stated before.. 

The second one was the additional feature of blog that give opportunity for the 

students to do activities (post/submit tasks/test) flexibly. The important point was on the 

third one i.e. the last three features of blog activities. Figure 3 displayed us the 

collaborative advantage of edublog that did significantly not be experienced by the 

students. Only 1 up to 13 students (1.4% to 18.6%) used the collaborative features of 

edublog. In a simpler way, the students seldom used edublog to collaborate with other 

classmates. Less than a half of the students got the collaborative advantage such as 

getting teachers and/or peer feedback and even other mates‟ comment. Moreover, there 

were only 3 students (4.3%) who use edublog to interact to the teacher as well as other 

students through chit chat and conference in EFL teaching learning process. In other 

words, edublog did not yet bring collaborative advantage for English Department of 

Satya Wacana Christian University students that is contradictory from MacBride and 

Lehmann‟s (2008) finding. Even though some of blog activities that the researcher stated 

earlier did not frequently used by the students, they found that edublog still brings 
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usefulness for their English education. It is proven by the participants saying that edublog 

was great: “It‟s good because…. (Student 1), “Great!! It helps me a lot if I cannot 

understand….” (S66), “It faster and effective in term… (S61)”. 

Students found edublog as a helping tool where they can do many things in one 

occasion. Here the researcher may say that edublog is One-Click Open Source. The 

essence of One-Click Open Source is the students are able to do many things in one time, 

find unlimited supports for their English learning and those are actually done in relative 

short time. They can do assignments and also open sources of related assignments 

through teacher‟s blog and/or other website. They can also open link provided in 

teacher‟s blog to get more information that do not be explained by the teacher in 

classroom yet. 

However, some of them said that teacher‟s edublog is not good enough to be 

implemented in EFL teaching learning process. One of the participants said that it will 

make the students be addicted to internet: “Menyebabkan kita kecanduan dan tidak mau 

meng-explore our ideas (S13)”. Some other were also disagree because they get confuse 

and also were lazy to open teacher‟s blog. They thought that opening teacher edublog 

was wasting time so they preferred asking friend to giving a copy to them. They also felt 

afraid of the error that may happen in the blog if the link cannot be opened; the internet 

connection was lost and so on. 

They just thought the surface and do not think deeper about the usefulness of 

blog. As a One-Click Open Source, edublog brings a lot of easiness including efficiency 
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(NOT time consuming). Some others (students) think differently. They experience that 

they never found blog error and it does not consume a lot of time (faster). 

 

Edublog Reduces Students’ Mental Barriers 

As stated previously those students‟ mental barriers like their worry of making 

mistakes and fear of being closer to the teacher (Suwartono & Mayaratri, 2011) brought 

negative impact to their performance in EFL teaching learning process. However, those 

mental barriers can actually be reduced by using edublog as one of the mediums of 

interactions in English learning. The students can keep their interaction to the teacher and 

do tasks/exercises in collaboration with other students and even get constructive 

comment through feedback without worrying anything. By using teacher‟s edublog, they 

do not shy to ask or give comment to the teacher as well as other students. The other 

students will also not give judgments to particular students because of his/her lower 

grade. Here, some responds showing us that edublog also play its role in reducing 

students‟ mental barriers: “I have problems in sharing with teacher. I am nervous when I 

face the teacher. So with blog I can express my ideas (S8)”, I am included to the introvert 

person ….. using blog can encourage me to learn English more… (S35)”. 

In addition, students sometimes cannot easily get connected to the teacher for 

asking missed things in class before or some instructions and additional materials. They 

might avoid eye contact with their classmates and/or teacher. It made them difficult to 

contact or interact to the teacher (Ling, 2004). This also lead them to encounter other 

mental barriers. So, by using teacher‟s edublog, those problems are also reduced since 
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students just open teacher‟s edublog and search for everything they need and/or share 

their ideas through posting comment. 

 

Flexibility in Edublog 

   Besides those interactive and collaborative functions in edublog, the researcher 

found the other substantial category from participants‟ responds. That was flexibility of 

edublog. Flexibility, according to Rowland (2008), could be defined as something easy to 

access the instructional materials at a time and place in users‟ convenient even it is in 

distance. Nowadays, not only teacher who have many things to do but collage students 

also have many things to do. They have to manage time to do one task and submit the 

other in relatively short time. Based on the survey, some of the participants experienced 

some problems in traditional classroom before they use teacher‟s edublog. 

 They found that in traditional classroom, they needed to prepare a lot of paper for 

the assignment/tasks.  They thought that assignments and/or material printed in paper 

sometimes can be lost and it was difficult to meet the teacher to get the material again. 

However, when they experienced teacher‟s edublog, they found that it was so helpful to 

overcome those problems above. It seems to be more flexible for the students. Here are 

some of students respond supporting above idea: “I prefer blog than regular activities (in 

written text) because it saves paper and if I lost my paper (it's so many) I can re-

download (S51)”, “Yes, I like it because it‟s simple and I don‟t need to print the 

test/assignments, so I also can save paper (S14)”. 
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From that point, the researcher can connect the statement above with educational 

matter proposed by Cook (2007) in Rowland‟s (2008) study, where students could be 

more comfortable in submitting tasks without printing them out. The course material such 

as a whole courses or individual components like learning objects can be shared. 

Some others also supported that teacher‟s edublog gives them a flexibility in term 

of distance. Sometimes, distance could affect negatively to the students. From Rowland 

journal, Berge (2000, p. 33) asserts, “Online, web-based classes can often „fit around‟ 

students‟ lifestyles and obligations”. Here the researcher can infer that rules (obligation) 

in learning may limit students‟ innovation. The rule that forced students to come to the 

class regularly and/or the library to get authentic (printed) supporting materials could also 

discourage them so they cannot actively express their ideas in front of the class. Besides 

those above, students were confident if they can access the technology more flexibly 

without getting stuck to classroom activities. By doing flexible access, students‟ 

problems can effectively be broken down. Here, the perspectives that support those ideas 

above: “The blog is one of the alternative ways as the medium in teaching, so the 

students can access the material in anywhere, anytime…. Even the teacher and students 

are not in the same area or location (S14 and S12)”. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In learning language, in this case English, students often found any problems from 

technical (fast exlanation, difficult material) to mental problems (students‟ fear/afraid). 

Those problems might hinder their understanding, activeness in EFL teaching learning 
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process and even their ideas. Knowing those problems, some researcher, such as: 

Campbell, Wu, Ling, Rowland and so on, found a helping tool that can fasilitate teacher 

as well as students to teach and learn English interactively, collaboratively and flexibly. 

To sum up the research, this study offers what students perspectives toward the 

use of teacher‟s edublog in supporting EFL teaching learning process is. Even though the 

data do not totally support MacBride and Lehmann (2008) ideas about the collaborative 

blog, it gives another supporting values. The survey result showed that most of them (56 

Students / 80%) feel that teacher‟s edublog is really helpful. This is related to students‟ 

perspectives discussed earlier that there are some advantages that really support EFL 

teaching learning process, i.e. mental barriers reduction, One-Click Open Source function 

that brings interactivity and flexibility in English learning. The overall result of this 

research support the previous findings of Rowland (2008) about flexible weblog and 

some of Smith‟s (2009) ideas on interactive teaching learning process through 

educational blog. 

Nevertheless, the result of the present study have pedagogical implication to set 

up a creative and innovative tool through edublog and also maximize it that support EFL 

teaching learning process since some of teachers‟ who use edublog do not use it 

maximally. Teacher may explore more on the collaborative function that is there in 

edublog to be implemented as a supporting aid in EFL teaching learning process. It is not 

only encouraging students to learn English better but also create a comfortable 

atmosphere so that students can express their ideas without any worry. This research also 
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still has limitations from length of time, the number of participants to be analyzed and 

also the depth of analysis so the researcher cannot generalize the finding. Hopefully, the 

other researchers, later on, can also do further research on BALL especially its 

implication to students‟ and/or teachers‟ psychological aspect (like self-confidence). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

In this great occasion, I want to say many thanks to the following name. By their 

presence and availability, I can do my best and finally finish this thesis. 

1. Great thanksgiving to Lord Jesus, my God, my guide, my great inspiration. By 

His grace, I can stand as I stand now. He is the source of my everything. 

2. Many thanks are also delivered to my best friends as well as my family for 

they have become my good listeners, advisers, and supporter of my education 

from their prayer, strength and finance so that I can finish this last fulfillment 

of requirements for my S.Pd degree. I am so blessed having you all. 

3. My supervisor, Anita Kurniawati, M.Hum, also did their part to guide me and 

make able to sharpen every idea appeared during supervising time. Your guide 

helps me a lot madam so I thank you. 

4. My examiner, Dian Toar Y. G. Sumakul, M.A who check and also sharpen 

ideas and values that I have written within my thesis to be the best of my 

knowledge. I am, so glad having you sir. 

5. The last but not the least, for those who I cannot mention one by one. Your 

wishes, prayer and support so worthy to me. Let everything you have given to 

me be paid back by God for your goodness. 

 



28 
 

REFERENCES 

Campbell, A. P. (2003). Weblogs for use with ESL classes. The Internet TESL Journal, 

Vol. IX, No.2. (January, 2010). Retrieved from 

http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Campbell-Weblogs.html. 

Campbell, A. P. (2004). Using Live Journal for authentic communication in EFL classes.  

The Internet TESL Journal, 10(9). Retrieved from 

http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Campbell-LiveJournal. 

Dillenbourg P. (1999) What do you mean by collaborative learning? In P. Dillenbourg 

(Ed) Collaborative-learning: Cognitive and Computational Approaches. (pp.1-19). 

Oxford: Elsevier 

Georgescu, C.A. (2010). Using Blogs in Foreign Language Teaching . Universităţii 

Petrol-Gaze din Ploieşti , 186-191. 

Glenn, D. (2010). Scholars who blog, Chronicle of Higher Education. Retrieved from 

http://chronicle.com/free/v49/i39/39a01401.html. 

Davis, A. (2004). Ways to use weblogs in education. Retrieved from 

http://anvil.gsu.edu/EduBlogInsights/2004/10/05. 

Dieu, B. (2004). Blogs for Language Learning. Essential Teacher, Autumn 1(4), 26-30. 

Ducate, C.L. and Lomicka, L.L. (2008). Adventures in the blogosphere: from blog 

readers to blog writers. Computer Assisted Language Learning , 9-28. 

Hashemi, M. and Najafi, V. (2011). Using Blogs In English Language Writing Classes. 

International Journal Of Academic Research . 

Ling, Y. W. (2004). How can I improve the students’ self-confidence in our classroom 

activities in order to enhance their learning? Retrieved from 

http://www.actionresearch.net/living/moira/Ling%20Yiwen.htm. 

MacBride, R. & Lehmann, A.L. (2008). Capitalizing on emerging technologies: A case 

study of classroom blogging. School Science and Mathematics, 173(11) , 173-183. 

Mitchell, D. (2003). Thoughts about weblogs in education. Retrieved from 

http://www.teachnology.org/stories/storyReader$150. 

Oravec, J. A. (2002). Bookmarking The World: Weblog Applications In Education. 

Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 45(7), p. 616-621. 

Patton, MQ. (2001). Qualitative Research and Evaluation Methods (2nd Edition). 

Thousand oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Campbell-Weblogs.html
http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Campbell-LiveJournal
http://chronicle.com/free/v49/i39/39a01401.htm
http://anvil.gsu.edu/EduBlogInsights/2004/10/05
http://www.actionresearch.net/living/moira/Ling%20Yiwen.htm


29 
 

Pinkman, K. (2005). Using Blogs in the Foreign Language Classroom: Encouraging 

Learner Independence. The JALT CALL Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 12-24. 

Rashtchi, M. and Hajihassani, H. (2010). Blog-assisted Language Learning: A Possibility 

in Teaching Reading to Iranian EFL Learners. International Journal of Language 

Studies (IJLS) , 1-18. 

Rowland, S. (2008). Web Based Education: Pros and Cons. ABED 4118: Web Site 

Design, University of West Georgia. 

Sessoms, D. (2008). Interactive instruction: Creating interactive learning environments 

through tomorrow’s teachers. International Journal of Technology in Teaching and 

Learning, 4(2), 86-96. 

Smith, G.H. (2009). Learning English Through Interactive Weblogs: Student Experiences 

Blogging in the Secondary ESL Classroom. Brigham Young University. 

Suwartono,T. and Mayaratri, P. (2011). Handling the EFL Students’ Crisis of Self-

confidence to Ask Questions. Sino-US English Teaching , 24-31. 

Tomé, M. (2010). Blogs et enseignement, Français langue étrangère et internet. 

Retrieved from http://flenet.rediris.es/blog/carnetweb.html. 

Ward, J. M. (2004). Blog Assisted Language Learning (BALL): Push button publishing 

for the pupils. TEFL Web Journal . Retrieved from http://www.teflweb-

j.org/v3n1/blog_ward.pdf. 

Wu, W.S. (2010). Using blogs in an EFL writing class. TOJET: The Turkish Online 

Journal of Educational Technology, 426-432. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

APPENDIX 

Students’ Perspectives toward 

the Use of Teacher’s Edublog in EFL Learning 

~ Questionnaire~ 

 

 

 Dearest, 

 I am interested in researching the use of teacher’s edublog in English as Foreign 

Language (EFL) learning. Your participation in this survey will actually help me to 

complete my research as the final requirement to get my Bachelor Degree in English 

Department of Satya Wacana Christian University, Salatiga, Central Java, Indonesia. I 

would be very grateful if you would kindly answer this questionnaire. Feel free to voice 

your ideas in English. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

God bless you. 

Mozes Kurniawan 

 

Please try to answer these questions as honest as possible according to your own 

experience. 

1. How often does your teacher use his/her own blog in this course? 
 

   ____Seldom          ____Usually          ____Often         _____ Always   

2. How the teacher uses his/her blog in supporting language learning? Explain your 

answer! 

...........................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................... 

 



 
 

3. What feature that the teacher‟s blog provides in language learning?  
                (Give tick √ for your answer) You can choose more than one. 
 

____ Announcements/Information about schedule and course 

____ Downloaded materials. 

____ Link shared as additional materials. 

____ Spaces (place) to post/submit assignments OR test. 

____ Spaces (place) to give feedback (comment) to students. 

____ Spaces (place) to have chit chat to the teacher and/or among students. 

____ Spaces (place) to have conference to the teachers and/or among students. 

Others: 

........................................................................................................................................... 

4. What do you think of teacher who uses his/her blog (personal website) in English 

class to support learning activities?  Is it good or not?  Explain your answer CLEARLY! 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. Do you like having English activities (assignments/test submission, download material) 

through teacher’s blog compare to the regular one (submit written text/paper, pick up 

material from office )?  Why do so?  Explain it CLEARLY! 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. How do you feel using teacher’s blog in English learning?  Explain it VERY CLEARLY! 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 

7. Do you see that teacher’s blog is already HELPFUL in EFL learning?  
 

   ____Yes   ____No  (Give tick √ for your answer) 

Explain your answer below! 

...........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................... 

8. What do you think of this statement: 

“Teacher’s blog encourages me to express my ideas in English without any worry 

because I can do assignments with many helping tools and unlimited source of 

information”. 

_____  Agree   _____  Disagree 

Explain your answer below! 

...........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................... 

9. What do you think of this statement: 

“Teacher’s Blog makes me comfortable when I did something wrong so other students or 

even teacher would not judge me directly in EFL course so I have more encouragement in 

learning English”. 

_____  Agree   _____  Disagree 

Explain your answer below! 

...........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................... 

10. Please write down ANY OPINIONS about using blog in English class! 

...........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................................... 

 



 
 

Personal Particulars 

Concerning your own background, please fill out the following: 

1. What year are you:    1   /   2   /   3   /   4    (circle accordingly) 

2. Angkatan: ……………….. 

3. Course & Teacher code:………………..……(write ONLY ONE teacher) 

 

 

 

 

 




