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A nation's success is in the hands of its youths. The strong character of its youths will create a 
strong nation, too. One of the ways to attain strong character is through literature, especially English 
literature. English literature thrives because it includes all literature in English, which means due to 
its various culture of origin, English literature is rich with many moral values from all over the world. 

Teaching is not only transferring knowledge, we believe. It also includes the responsibility to 
build the character of the students. Teaching English literature to students, for example, requires the 
teacher not only to take the students to analyze it well but also to see things that can be learnt from 
it. In such a way, it is hoped that teachers will be able to transfer not only knowledge but also moral 
as a foundation to character building. 

English literature (especially poetry) exploration is hoped to raise awareness of the students 
about themselves and others, so that they can build their character that later on will make them to 
be good leaders for their nations. 

INTRODUCTION 
English language learning in Indonesia has been a kind of routines and monotonous activity. 

It happens maybe because of the teaching and learning process is not well developed. It will create 

the boredom to both sides, teachers and learners. If we do not do anything to overcome this sooner, 

English language learning in Indonesia will be like a walking robot. 

English language learning has become less attractive to Indonesian students lately. We can 

see it from how students view English only as a subject to study and to pass the examination. 

Teaching English has become less challenging. The same subjects with the similar material, although 

being approached differently and with little improvement of the material tends to be not interesting 

for students. This situations create boredom for teachers and affects the way of teaching and thus 

creates poor result on the learners' performance. The learners are not interested in what they have 

learned but focus more on the mark they will get. Therefore they do not study for their own future 

sake, but only for the sake of passing the class. 

Most teachers might consider teaching literature is a boring activity, moreover it is not 

interesting at all. In teaching poetry, the teachers might only teach figurative languages, and how to 

analyze poems. The custom way of learning and teaching poetry has made this subject become less 

preferred one. Students do not like learning poems because they think that poems are difficult to 

understand. The teacher also does not give this subject its 'soul', it seems that this subject is 
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considered as another way to learn English, that learning poetry is a must, if one learns English he or 

she has to learn poetry, so it is an inseparable set. 

If this condition happens in teachers education program, it is very ironic. The hatred to 

poetry (literature in general) will be passed on from generation to generation. If the candidates of 

teachers do not like poem (literature), how can they ask their students one? If they do not have 

strong characters, how can they pass on their virtue to their students? These questions are needed 

to consider. 

This creates a thought to find a way of teaching literature especially poetry to English 

teachers to be more attractive and can be used as character building. When the students of English 

teachers education enjoy in learning poetry (literature), it is hoped that they will learn some positive 

experiences. So later on in their working world as teachers, they can apply their knowledge as well as 

transferring moral value to character building. 

This paper would like to break the assumption that learning and teaching poetry is a "dead 

end". In fact, it is not a "dead end" at all; learning and teaching poetry will give opportunities for 

both teacher and students to let out their creativity and imagination. It is therefore undoubtedly that 

learning and teaching poetry is fun both for the teacher and the students, if the agents work 

collaboratively to create conducive learning and teaching atmosphere. 

THE FUTURE OF POETRY CLASS 
Knowing the phenomena discussed in the introduction part, it is obvious that as the agents in 

education, we need to do something about it. This part of the paper will discuss three main points: 

the changing assumption which clarifies that first we need to change our old assumption on poetry; 

the next part talks about several studies on learning and teaching poetry, and the last part discusses 

the interactive approach proposed in learning and teaching poetry based on the new assumption on 

poetry. 

A. Changing Assumption 

In order to create good atmosphere in learning and teaching process, first we need to change 

the assumption that poetry is useless and just another way of learning English. The teacher should 

set a new paradigm in his or her mind that learning literature, especially poetry is also useful. Poetry 

somehow can teach us another culture; it also teaches us some morality and can soften our feeling. 

The second assumption that needs to be amend is that poetry is a boring and uninteresting 

subject to teach and to learn. In fact, a class can be considered boring and uninteresting because of 

some factors. Any class can be boring and uninteresting and vice versa. Any class can also be fun and 

attractive. This~ also applicable for poetry class. It is important to make a positive judgment for the 

teacher before conducting the class. 

Teaching poetry is not a regular activity, it is a very dynamic activity as the material to teach 

can vary from culture to culture. It will give an opportunity for the teacher and students to pour out 

their imagination and creativity. Various kinds of activities can be applied to poetry class according to 

the situation and condition. 

Poetry class belongs to both teacher and students, therefore both sides have the same 

responsibilities in running the class successfully. With many creativities and imagination, many 
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possibilities in learning and teaching poetry can be achieved. In order to create a harmonious 

symphony, the teacher as a conductor needs to have good collaboration with the students as the 

players. 
If we have passed this first step, we can move on to the next step, that is to explore some 

ideas of learning and teaching poetry. The exploration can be done through reading several studies 

conducted on learning and teaching poetry. The next part will discuss several studies on learning and 

teaching poetry that can inspire the teachers of poetry class. 

B. Several Studies on Learning and Teaching Poetry 
Tom Hansen on his article published on English Journal January 1992 suggests three simple 

body-centered approaches. He says that teaching modern poetry can be done through drawing a 

picture or an image of the poem discussed. It is good to visualize the poem to the students so that 

they can have a better understanding on the poem discussed. The next is to use a video to illustrate 

the poem, the purpose is also to create a clear understanding and at the same time making the poem 

more interesting. The last step is to perform the poem as if it were a poem. 

There is also an article which suggests some ideas on teaching poetry to intermediate grade 

students. The article written Maria D. Laudano gives a real example of the steps or procedures to 

teach poetry. This can serve a good model for poetry teachers. 

Another article is published on SELF-1 by STBA Lia Yogyakarta. Written by Subur L Wardoyo, 

this article brings up the topic of multimodality in teaching Italian sonnet. The multimodality is 

inspired by the approach that is used by a sales-promotion girl who tried to persuade the writer to 

buy the skin product. He says that this approach can also be applied in teaching Italian sonnet to the 

students. 

C. An Interactive Approach in Learning and Teaching Poetry 

After exploring some possibilities in learning and teaching poetry from reading some 

connected articles, journals and books, a suggestion of an interactive approach in learning and 

teaching poetry is found. There are several topics and activities that can be done together by the 

teacher and the students. 

For the topic of poems given to the students, some moral values to character building can be 

inserted. The topic can be adjusted to the current social problems that might happen in the time of 

learning. For example, because children's bullying done by their peers is very common nowadays, the 

topics of loving others, social awareness, and self appreciation can be taken for granted in the choice 

of poems to discuss. 

While for the activities, there are several things that can be done to attract students to like 

poems, enjoy and finally participate actively. First, it is essential to gain the students' interest on 

poems. This can be initiated by the teacher. If the teacher is having good interest on poems, he or 

she will teach the class enthusiastically. The enthusiasm will transfuse to the students each time he 

or she teaches. The teacher's enthusiasm in teaching poetry will inspire the students to learn the 

poems (Witkop, Laurie in How to Teach Poetry: www.howToDoThings.com) 

The second step is preparing for the graded level poems. It is good to learn from the easiest 

poems to the difficult ones. Therefore, the teacher should be aware on choosing poems or grading 
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poems into several levels of difficulties. This hopefully will reduce the students' anxiety. The poems 

should be carefully selected based on the level of difficulties of the vocabulary items found in the 

poems. 

The teacher can use the tool provided that can be found easily around the teacher and the 

students. The tool can be an outdoor class; to create a fresh atmosphere to the class, conducting the 

class in the park can be a good idea. Bringing a small picture or small real object connected to the 

poems discussed to class can also be helpful. The teacher can also make use of poetry journal, that is 

by asking the students to collect their own favourite poems. After that mirror writing is also can be 

applied in learning and teaching poetry. In mirror writing, the students are about to provide poems 

of their own choices as a reaction toward the poem provided by the teacher. The work can be 

displayed on the poetry corner provided by the teacher so that everybody can appreciate the 

students' hard work. 

The next step is teaching the students to read the poems, because poems are made to be 

read out loud. By reading out the poems, the students will feel the pattern of the poems. This activity 

can be continued by performing the poems through coral reading in which each student can 

contribute by using their creativity to perform the poems based on their own understanding of the 

poems. 

Technology is there for us to use. It also can be useful in poetry class. The teacher can ask the 

students to record their own voice while reading the poems out loud. Therefore they can hear their 

own way of reading the poem. Slides, videos, posters will also provide a vivid illustration of the 

poem. 

A good team work will not be created only by one side of the party. The students will have to 

work together with the teacher. The students will also have to 'play' a role in learning and teaching 

poetry. It can be done by asking the students to bring poems related to the topic discussed. The 

students are also welcomed to suggest the class activities, this will make the students feel that the 

class is also their responsibility. 

The last but not least is that the teacher and the students should never consider that the best 

answer is the teacher's. All of the activities above are useless only because of the idea that the 

teacher is the one who has the privilege for being the correct one. It will make the students feel 

discourage to try because no matter how hard they try, they will not have the correct one. 

CONCLUSION 
Based on the discussion above, it takes 'two' to win. A successful poetry class needs 

collaboration between the teacher and the students. Together, the teacher and the students can 

help one anot¥r to create good atmosphere in learning and teaching. The interactive approach 

proposed on the discussion above can be an alternative to bring poetry back on its feet and to give 

its 'soul' back. Creativity will make poetry class more alive. Therefore both the teacher and the 

students will find poetry class more fun and not a boring subject. 

To create creative and better English teachers, better experiences should be felt by students 

of teachers education program. If they have successfully built their character, hopefully they can also 

build their future students' character. 
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