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Chapter Three 

The OVC’s Perceptions 
 

Introduction 

 This chapter mainly discusses my research results; the journey 
of the OVC, from bottom (the background) to top (the settlement in 
the orphanage, i.e. Taman Harapan). As we have probably noticed 
earlier, OVC’s story differs one from another but becomes more 
concentrated in their journey towards the orphanageship. Despite 
living under the same roof, their perception towards the life in 
orphanage may give us a contrast perspective, especially when we try 
to know more about their needs and what are being given to them; the 
activities.   

 

Research Results 

 How Children Entered Taman Harapan 

 I would like to begin my research result with OVC’s early 
condition in where they came into the orphanage with different 
backgrounds. The OVC (five boys who have been living in the 
orphanage for a period of one to four years time) have their parent/s 
struggling in between the unemployment to small scale subsistent 
business which hardly fulfill the needs of the whole family, especially 
during emergencies. In the interviews, some of the parents stated that 
they were without a single job (at the time of pre-OVC intake) that 
made a family life very difficult, as what one of the parents said: 

 “I was unemployed… (We) could not pay the school tuition 
for one year…” 

As I came to the their place of stay, I understood that the 
circumstances was not easy for the OVC and the whole family to 
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survive as some of them stayed in a rented land with semi permanent 
buildings (as shown in figure 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: OVC’s House. One 
of the OVC’s parent’s 
houses, built on the rented 
land.  
(Source: Primary Data) 
 

 Bitterer than expected, the difficulties in financial-related 
matter was worsened by family’s poor health conditions. I also found 
that most of the families were experiencing problems with their 
health-related matters, experienced by parent/s or family members, 
which eventually becomes the main issues which cause OVC to receive 
its impact. I recall, in one of my interviews, one mother said that she 
had to work out of town for couple of years to pay back the debts 
occurring from one of the family member’s poor condition. Quoting 
from her, 

 “I was overwhelmed… I eventually had to look for a job to 
pay all the debts (that she owned when her child was sick) 
…in Semarang.” 

 I strongly discovered after being a while ‘living’ in the OVC’s 
family zone that these health issues suffered by most of the OVC’s 
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family at the end affect the children’s development (education and 
other needs). The lack of the provision (income) generated by the 
family (resulted from family’s difficulties) jeopardize certain needs to 
be potentially unfulfilled, for example children’s educational needs. 
The reality faced by OVC’s family is challenging as parent/s have not 
enough provision to live their children (as we can see in figure 6 where 
a father has to make a living for his three boys, two of them eventually 
made it to Taman Harapan).  

 
Figure 6: The condition of OVC’s origin  
Source: Taman Harapan, 2013) 

 
 I continued to try to understand better the OVC condition 
prior to entering Taman Harapan and I found that OVC’s family faced 
a complex dilemma concerning the future of the child/ren. The 
available options, at that difficult time, did not appear to give a 
breakthrough until the opportunity from Balai was opened, as one of 
the parents said:  

‘… I received information…and helped by Taman Harapan 
 personnel.’  
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Also, when I tried to ask parents on the possibility in entering 
Taman Harapan, most of them responded that they were given 
information concerning the option to live in Balai by neighbors, local 
government entities, Balai’s alumnis, Balai’s employees, and even the 
OVC staying in the centre himself. One thing that brought joy to the 
OVC’s family was that the fact that the opportunity from Balai came at 
the right momentum, took them out of the brink of desperation. 
Among five children that I interviewed, four of them had previously 
intended to stop their school due to the lack of financial resources as 
one of the OVC said: 

‘My mother was sick…and my father could not afford (my 
study)…so I at the first place had to stop school.’ 

 Another one had his determination to continue his school 
despite the hardship of the parents in fulfilling the family’s needs. 
Both, at the end, ended up in the same place, started their new page of 
life. Responding the good news coming to them, the delighted family 
subsequently made the follow through, doing all the selection 
procedures and processes before eventually got into the orphanage; 
Balai Rehabilitasi Sosial Woro Wiloso to be placed in boys’ section Unit 
Rehabilitasi Sosial Taman Harapan. 

 As I understand further, from what parent/s and OVC said, I 
can say that in entering the orphanage, children have a number of 
reasons motivating them. They knew that they are entering a different 
world, a different world to what they had previously experienced (in a 
family setting). Logically, they do not have to risk their being with the 
family for something they do not have to do. As bad as it might be, 
children feel more secure and complete through the presence of the 
family rather than being outside of his comfort zone. Resuming that, I 
can conclude that children’s option to go to the orphanage as the last 
resort for them is simply unanimous and full of determination.  

 My research indicates that the whole OVC have few numbers 
of reasons in going into the orphanage, one of them is to continue their 
formal education (to the level of high school/12th grade). Where 
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educational expenses are in total provision, the willingness to continue 
the education has been the children’s main motivation in entering the 
orphanage. Also, OVC’s family will receive a ‘total financial help’ when 
their sons are taken care of by the orphanage, since there are no 
expenses family should provide, apart from the additional pocket 
money in case the children need to buy some additional things. 
Another reason is affected by their love and respect to the family. It 
has been such a struggle for the family simply to finish the certain 
grade of formal education achieved earlier. The children were aware of 
that and they understood that parents had given their best to hold any 
form of education for them, though it was too hard obviously. Through 
the rising opportunity from Balai, children might be ignited to lighten 
the family’s burden, one thing that has been deeply ingrained to 
family’s journey.  
 

 External Influences: Parental and Environmental Influence 

 As I stepped further with my interviews and observations, it 
turned out that the reasons of entering orphanage did not stop at 
financial backgrounds. The financial reasons might be the the top of 
the iceberg resulted from the accumulated reasons behind them. The 
fact that some OVC came from broken-home family have given us 
clues that the state of the family life influenced the state of the 
children, which eventually in some cases, caused the neglect of the 
children. This includes the absence of one of the parents in the family 
due to divorce, death or other causes. Also to be noted here is the role 
of OVC’s environment. Related to parent/s, children’s willingness to be 
the family’s pride is also present. OVC coming from these backgrounds 
have become the object of parents’ will as they entered the orphanage 
after, first of all, the parents’ agreement have all been made. 

 In addition to the nature of the reasons as a whole, I also fund 
that the family’s consciousness to look for a better life has ignited the 
motivation to enter the orphanage. All of the things related to parents, 
as I would like to emphasize, is the the amount of parents’ role in 
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possibly driving OVC based on their agenda. Quoting from one of the 
OVC:   

‘I came here so not to disappoint my parents… and that I can 
go (continue) to school to study’       
 

 Expectation 

 Completing the discussion of reasons in entering the 
orphanage, children’s furthest expectation was educational priority, 
their top priority. We can understand, here at this point, that their 
environment (education environment; school) has been the main 
element of their background, family background, societal background, 
and their overall background. They might let go any part of 
educational-will but they did not. They managed to continue at any 
cost; the cost of the family togetherness, for a betterment. All OVC 
agreed that formal education must be obtained at any possible cost and 
that has seemingly been absorbed by their under-consciousness. OVC 
in Balai, thus, are inevitably attracted to one goal; formal education 
completion.  

 I also found other elements referring to OVC’s expectation. 
Through their orphanage life, some of them also expected to get 
discipline in life. They believe that orphanage’s disciplines, rules and 
orders will train their attitudes and habits to be ready for the next 
challenge in life; the after-orphanage period, recalling to some of the 
OVC:  

‘I am confident that I can grow well here (in Taman Harapan) 
because I have my needs fulfilled.’ 
 
‘Everything is well arranged (schedule)… that we may have a 
chance to grow ourselves.’ 
 

They further expected to be able to get a decent job by the end of the 
orphanage. All children are parents-oriented which is shown by their 
willingness to make their parents happy through what they are and 
what they will be doing. During the interview, a child asserted that he 
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would try to get an opportunity to continue to further study, one thing 
that should get an applause and appreciation. Quoting from one OVC:  

‘My main expectation in being here (in Taman Harapan) is to 
be able to be the hope of my parents…I can study better 
here…as I have an intention to continue my study whenever 
possible.’ 
 

 OVC’s Views to Taman Harapan 

 As I have explored the OVC’s expectations and reasons in 
entering Taman Harapan, I progressed to my results on OVC’s view to 
Taman Harapan. When asked about Taman Harapan’s influence on 
them, children showed positive responses. Through the care in Taman 
Harapan, OVC unanimously agree that the unit will be a good place for 
their development. They argued that what have been provided; the 
menus, motivating friends, new knowledge, the discipline, the fulfilled 
needs, are a great support for them to grow as stated by one of the 
OVC:      

‘I learn many of things here (in Taman Harapan)…to be 
independent …and also (the opportunity to) learning with 
instructors’ 

 Most of the OVC participate in all activities. I could only find 
few/very few OVC who do not follow the activities due to some 
reasons (e.g its unavailability; no activities of religious services for 
Christian and OVC’s preferences to activities). Some of the children, 
however, perceived that Taman Harapan suggested them to participate 
in some of the suitable activities. Most of them understand that those 
activities are compulsory, only very few kids accept it as a 
recommendation/simply a choice. 

 Each activity has its own implementation intensity. Both 
activities of physical services and education4 services are held on a daily 

                                                
4Activities of education services are activities which is held based on the formal 
academic program. Each OVC enrolled in particular school will be acting in 
accordance to his school’s academic schedule respectively. 
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basis. Among activities being held weekly are activities of counseling 
and non formal services. The rest of activities; recreative activities and 
societal service are held tentatively.    

 I can say that all children in my interview are taking/not taking 
the participation in the activities according to their own will. They 
declared in thoughtful conversation that no one forced them to get into 
a certain activity. Some of the children additionally said that they 
received support from friends, carers and parents, while few did not 
feel any support from anybody. The involvement in the activities is 
simply whether they want it or not, apart from their obedience to the 
carers who occasionally urge them to be involved. 

 In following the activities, OVC as what I received from them 
during our interviews stated that some of the activities did not suit 
their interests. This statement, however, does not reduce their respect 
to respective activity as they understand that every one of them is 
useful for their knowledge. Further opinions stated that they have 
received enough from Taman Harapan that they are simply not in the 
position to even make tiny criticism towards the activities provided for 
them.   

 Further, I would like to know their knowledge on the activities 
deeper as the OVC responded that they realized that the activities are 
provided for them. These responses strengthen further remarks that 
they feel these activities are formulated as tools to build and develop 
themselves for the future. Children’s responses are based on their own 
understanding and information shared by the carers. Children, at 
certain times, as what I observed, are gathered to have a social meeting, 
in where information on orphanage living is explained and shared. The 
OVC, however, are not aware that all activities will be evaluated. 
Despite such statement, few children stated that they made minimum 
involvements in few activities’ assessments made to them. To resume 
this, OVC understand deeply that all activities created for them have 
been helping them. They feel that they receive more knowledge and 
information towards their development. 
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 Taman Harapan’s Activities 

 I found that there are six kinds of activities in Taman Harapan. 
These activities are pivotal meeting point between Taman Harapan and 
OVC. The OVC and any forms of knowledge, backgrounds, abilities 
and talents are brought into one essential point. That essence; the 
activities, is the culmination of every single thing that children should 
adopt. The children understand this as what was spoken by one of 
them that: 

‘I understand that activites are created for us… (as what has 
been given) through Taman Harapan’s explanation’ 
 

 On the other side, the services by government through Dinas 
Sosial – entrusted through every single institution; Balai/Unit Rehsos – 
crystallize into forms of services which both literally and technically 
called ‘activities’. Those activities provide every detail that OVC’s 
needs. Through the stipulated activities, OVC are demanded to fully 
participate and at the end help themselves with the knowledge, skills, 
and any provision given to them.         

 I completely understand that the beginning of children 
enrollment means the beginning of activities involvement. The OVC 
participate in all activities provided by Balai, subject to its availability 
and options. Six kinds of activities provided by Balai for the OVC are; 
Activities of Physical Services, Activities of Education Services, 
Activities of Counseling Services, Activities of Recreational Services, 
Activities of Non-Formal Services, Activities of Societal Services.  
 

Activity One; Activities of Physical Services  

 The Activities of Physical Services is the first of six activities 
implemented in Unit Rehsos Taman Harapan. This activity comprises 
three elements, namely; meals, boarding, and health. Meal is the daily 
activity which provides OVC with their breakfast, lunch, and dinner, 
and other related activities. On weekdays, when all the children go to 
school, breakfast is served early, everything before 7 am. On weekends, 
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when the staffs, cook, and assistants are on holiday, children staying in 
the center cook their own meals. Additionally, children are taking 
responsibility for preparing and cleaning their own cutlery and the 
cookware.   
 

Meals 

 When I interviewed the OVC about the provision of the meals, 
all children responded with great enthusiasm. Unit Rehsos Taman 
Harapan has to provide 18 kg of white rice every single day to fulfill 
their daily needs. Children feel happy that they receive enough quality 
meals consisting vegetables, fruits and other sources of energy in their 
daily meal (as shown in figure 7). 

 
Figure 7: Activities of Physical Services. One of the most satisfying services in 
Taman Harapan, i.e. Activities of Physical Services (the provision of meals to 
OVC). 
(Source: primary data) 
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Boarding 

 Boarding is the second element of the physical services which 
Unit provides. Taman Harapan itself accommodates 50 children staying 
in the dormitory. Each big bed room (which accommodates 
approximately 16 children) is equipped with numbers of double storey 
bed. There are other facilities in the complex including kitchen, dining 
room, study room, washing room etc. OVC responded that the place 
has given them more than enough. Few of them, however, commented 
that they will be happier when cleanliness and the quality of facility 
(bed) are well maintained. Apart from that, OVC also receive the 
clothing and other apparel as shown in figure 8. 
 

 
Figure 8: Physical Services. OVC receive sandals given to them as a part of 
Taman Harapan’s physical services. 
(Source: Taman Harapan, 2013) 

 

Health 

 In the orphanage, children also receive health services 
provided by Balai. The cooperation of national health policy by 
Department of Health and Dinas Sosial Propinsi Jawa Tengah (Social 
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Office of Central Java Province) has been absorbed to the grass root 
level; the OVC. It is a joyous moment for children as they are given 
access to local health center (PUSKESMAS – Pusat Kesehatan 
Masyarakat) when sick. For further treatment, if needed, they also 
receive the services from the local hospital without any charge. The 
initiation of the cooperation has benefited the children. This brings a 
strong influence to OVC as they give their positive feedback on health 
services. They affirm that they are delighted with the services as their 
good life and health guaranteed. 

 The activity of physical services allows children to have their 
physical needs fulfilled. Their responds to this activity shows a positive 
value. Despite their expectation on minor improvements are presented 
by some of the children, satisfaction through this service is dominant. 
Children feel that the activity of physical service has satisfied the 
children’s needs. On their expectation, OVC expect that the activity of 
physical activities may have a better impact on kids by maximizing its 
quality; OVC’s participation and punctuality.  
 

Activity Two; Activities of Formal Education Service  

 The second activity is the Activities of Formal Education 
Services. The center of all activities lies in this activity in where the 
whole Taman Harapan’s objective is mainly directed towards the 
performance of formal education. According to its name, this activity 
gives the students full access to formal education. The entire OVC are 
enrolled to local schools, depending on the grade of respective child. 
All of the OVC that I interviewed are in between 10th – 12th grade 
(high school level). All the students say that they are thankful to 
receive a privilege to have their tuition and other educational expenses 
covered by Taman Harapan, inclusively the books, transportation to 
and from school, uniform etc. 

 Towards the Activities of Formal Education Services, OVC 
state that the activity has mostly satisfied their needs. The support from 
Taman Harapan has given them a big boost to education, as they all 
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have received. It is understandable that they appreciate much the 
formal education service for they might be out of it prior to the 
orphanageship. Despite the all positive responses, very few OVC add 
further feedback, stating that quality of improvements still leave a 
small improvable gap.    

 Children – who are enrolled in local vocational-technical 
school (SMK - Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan), equal to high school 
level, specializing in machinery – feel that they have received the best 
deal of available options. They feel that by entering SMK, their focus is 
sharp. That prepares them to be ready for work after study completion, 
which clarifies that most of them do not have any further expectation 
after formal education completion. Their willingness to formal 
education attainment is simply just to get the appropriate degree (high 
school level) before turning to work field. This explains their 
reckoning that further/advanced education (university/college level) is 
out of reach to most of them.  

 Additionally, certain kids declare that they need a specific form 
of educational support en route to their field mastery. Their mastery 
learning is currently received through the school learning. While 
school (SMK) provides the specialties on certain fields; machinery, 
electricity and alike, some children may still be missing other potential 
field of talents/interests. 
 

Activity Three; Activities of Counseling Services  

 The third activity is called the Activities of Counseling 
Services. This activity comprises of four elements; mental, social, 
religious, and skills services. The counseling itself is held with and 
without any formal arrangements. The OVC’s responses to each 
activity vary from one another, respecting each child’s preferences and 
opinion to the related service.    
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Mental 

 The counseling activity on the mental part is seen to be one of 
the vital parts in the orphanage. Children who have to live without 
their parents need to have a strong mentality in order to move on 
towards their goal. Specifically, the OVC need to be in constant 
positive feeling in running their lives in the orphanage, dealing with 
family-matter pressure, setting up and scheduling everything to live 
independently etc. Forms of activities include the counseling class, 
daily/occasional briefing from the carers to children, private counseling 
etc. Some of the OVC find this activity brings enough impact on them, 
helping them to be in a good mental shape. They feel that the 
counseling from Balai personnel and instructor has been applicative in 
its implementation, which built them to be a better person. Some 
children, however, stated that the formal counseling class was only 
held at certain times without any fixed schedules which made them 
difficult to identify which kinds of actions will stimulate them to 
perform better mentally, as quoted below:        

‘The counseling activities used to be held (regularly) but 
nowadays instructors come inconsistently.’ 

 
Social 

 The second part of the Activity of Counseling Services is the 
social service. This activity is dedicated to bind the social values among 
OVC inside Taman Harapan and the relationships between OVC – 
personnel and other assistants inside the orphanage (instructors, chefs, 
cleaners etc). Apart from occasional gatherings on important events, 
forms of services include the non-formal arrangements of social events, 
such as day to day meeting, dinner time gathering, cleaning time, and 
other social activities run together.  

 I found that children value this activity with lots of respect. 
They feel that they are provided with one thing which keep them alive 
socially; social togetherness, through this activity. This activity helps 
them to be more communicative (among the OVC and Balai 
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personnel). Few children declare that what they have received through 
carers is an ice breaker, breaking child’s problems so that he may move 
on with a better state of social thinking. The minor part is that the 
good social relationships are not always present between them. The 
mutual respect between OVC is sometimes missing, while the ‘family’ 
bond between OVC – personnel is occasionally replaced by material 
reward and punishment (will be discussed further in Chapter Five).    

 
Religion 

 The Activity of Religious Services has been playing a big role in 
raising the OVC. Most of the OVC showed enthusiastic responses 
when asked on their opinion about this activity. Form of this activity is 
the religion class held weekly in the orphanage. This activity is held 
through the coordination of Taman Harapan and local religion teacher, 
who comes to Taman Harapan once/twice a week to give them a 
lecture. The OVC declare that this activity has given them a profound 
insight in religion. Some of them state that the class has been held with 
a solemnity which supports them to be good in religious life, which 
transformed into real life inside the orphanage. The drawback of this 
activity is the providence of multi religion classes, in where certain 
religious class is not present, so that OVC with different/minor religion 
does not receive the services.  
 

Skill 
 The final service in the The Activity of Counseling Services is 
the skill services. Taman Harapan, through this service, accommodates 
OVC’s potential talents which cannot be accommodated through 
formal education services. This activity can also complement OVC’s 
abilities in dealing the skills required in the future work field. 
Unfortunately, there are no skills services implemented in Taman 
Harapan during my research period5.       

                                                
5 This happens due to the over-demand imposed to the OVC by the skills services 
provider last couple years (during that period OVC were entered into provider’s 
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 In overall, OVC feel that they have received enough from 
Taman Harapan. They, however, would like to suggest something so 
that the activities will run better. Their suggestions to the activities are 
related to its intensity, continuity, and also children’s consciousness 
and participation towards the activity. Also, things that become the 
barrier in these services is the lack of affirmation almost in every 
aspect. Most of the services are not conducted regularly so that OVC 
feel that they need to be introduced to the activities deeper. 
 

Activity Four; Activities of Recreational Services  

 The fourth activity is Activities of Recreational Services. This 
activity brings OVC out of their daily routine, getting recreative 
atmosphere, which finally will refresh them to be ready for the main 
events. Forms of this activity are picnics, sporting events, holidays, 
music etc. This activity is not implemented regularly, only a couple of 
times a year or during special occasion (e.g. school holiday). The OVC 
respond positively to this activity in which they understand that they 
have been given such a privilege through this kind of activity.  
 

Activity Five; Activities of Non-formal Services  

 The fifth activity is the Activities of Non-formal Services. This 
service comprises the guidance of formal education support in a form 
of extracurricular tutorial lessons (as depicted in figure 9). Mathematics 
and English have been the two of the school subjects applied as the 
extracurricular tutorial lessons in Taman Harapan.  

                                                                                                           
business system, which made them too busy when orders were plenty, which finally 
affected their study and orphanageship). 
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Figure 9: Nonscholastic course. One of additional academic support conducted 
in Taman Harapan as a part of non-formal activities. 
(Source: Taman Harapan, 2013)   
 
 By the time I am writing this, lesson on social science is being 
introduced to them. My interviews and observation indicate that their 
responses are very subjective, depending on individuals’ capabilities 
and interests. Children feel that English and Math dominantly affect 
their skill acquirements. Even so, OVC’s participation in the lessons is 
not as strong as what they said. They said they received enough but the 
will to proceed is mostly not there. Very few of them, however, are 
enthusiastic on particular lesson that they need and demand more on 
the quality towards the mastery. They also feel that the lessons help 
them with both academic and non-academic (applicative) purposes. 
Most of them feel that the activity has helped them enough, even 
though few OVC are expecting technical improvements on certain area 
of learning. Their expectation for better implementation includes the 
multi-method of learning and implementation, intensity, and activity 
introduction to OVC. 
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Activity Six; Activities of Societal Services  

 The last activity introduced by Taman Harapan is the Activities 
of Societal Services. This activity is made to strengthen the social bond 
between the OVC and the local community (society). The activity is 
mostly held regularly in a form of activities dedicated towards the 
benefit of the local interest, such as the cleaning the OVC physical 
surroundings/environment. All of the interviewed OVC feel that this 
activity benefits them so much for they understand completely that 
playing a role in the midst of society is important. They also state that 
the activity brings them closer to the people, one of the social 
togetherness that needs to maintain. Few feedbacks on the activity 
were made so that the activity could be held with more intensity and 
continuable, apart from the stimuli needed by more OVC towards the 
activity.  

 

Analysis 

 Perception 

 To understand the whole picture of OVC’s perception towards 
Taman Harapan’s activities, I would like to breakdown two significant 
elements into two perspectives; OVC’s perception (which will be 
discussed further in this analysis) and Taman Harapan’s activities, i.e. 
the Unit’s perspective towards OVC’s activities involvement (which 
will be discussed in Chapter Four). 

 In regards to this, I would also like to quote Schacter (2011), 
that perception is the organization, identification, and interpretation 
of sensory information in order to represent and understand the 
environment. The environment (Taman Harapan, to be more specific 
its activities) is perceived by the OVC through their perceiving senses. 
These senses will give the individual the information to be later 
interpreted. The flow of this process, according to Merleau-Ponty 
(1945) begins with senses themselves, when they are trying to function 
with what he called ‘sensation’. Through this process OVC grasp their 
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‘first touch’ of orphanage through the activities provided by Taman 
Harapan. This is supported by Carlson et al. (2010) stating that 
sensation is the detection of the elementary properties of stimulus. The 
sensation thus is the early stage of identification process to what the 
OVC first receive in the unit. What they receive, i.e. the activities, in 
this case, might be the stimuli for the OVC to grow. Being the tools of 
possible stimuli, six kinds of activities implemented in Taman Harapan 
will be detected by OVC, which will subsequently be translated into 
their perception being. As what Gazzaninga et al. (2010) said that the 
goal of sensation is detection, OVC try to detect the activities through 
sensation before subsequently associating it with their experience and 
memories. 

 The main question here is, has the OVC’s perception been 
completely formed? To answer this, I would like to bring us all to what 
Merleau-Ponty (1945) stated through his book, ‘Phenomenology of 
Perception’. Quoting his work, “…the notion of sensation distorts any 
analysis of perception”, OVC’s notion of sensation towards each of the 
activity, align to his statement, distorts any analysis of perception (if 
they have any, which will be proven later in this discussion). Based on 
my interviews and observations, OVC mostly put some additional 
efforts in trying to response to questions when asked about their 
perceptions. Their responses, verbally and physically, showed me that 
they are not prepared even to reflect things that they have been 
receiving for year/s in their foster-care time being, that is to the 
activities provided by Taman Harapan. They understand completely 
when asked about what they receive through the activities as they 
have sensed it in many forms. What they hardly understand is depth of 
what they are receiving. To this sensation stage, one thing is definite 
that all of them are able to sense what they are receiving through 
Taman Harapan activities.  
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 Association 

 Theoretically, once sensation is acquired, the individual will 
try to associate it with anything they have experienced and their 
projection of memories (Merleau-Ponty, 1945). What happened to the 
OVC is that, like previously said, all of them have successfully 
‘digested’ the information through their senses (sensation). All of them 
also tried to proceed further to association phase. My interviews and 
observations; among them comprising the delay in interview responses, 
the partial involvement in activities, their unpunctuality in attendance, 
their lack of enthusiasm, and their nescience of particular activities, 
give me the information that something is going on in them/their 
surroundings. Most of them simply do not comprehend completely 
what the activities mean to them although few OVC understand at 
certain level what they mean in both smaller and bigger pictures.  

 In their new place considered, all OVC put some effort in 
trying to make an association. When they showed some efforts of 
remembering, recalling, and reflecting during interviews, that gives me 
clues that they are trying to dig and associate to everything they have 
probably experienced in the past. My research tells me that the 
experience they never have before is now being experienced in their 
new actual world. 

 Despite the delays and light interruptions, the children looked 
determined to respond accordingly but too many times they were just 
paused while trying to make a recollection. They, nevertheless, came 
out with responses in where vague responses were made due to their 
efforts of association. Few of them, however, manage to go up to this 
chamber (association) when the rest do not. Those who understand the 
‘whys’ (why they are placed here and why they are getting these kinds 
of activities) are most likely to have an understanding to every single 
activity. The key point of failure in associating has a strong relation to 
their learning habit and ability (generally in formal education setting 
since Taman Harapan is formal education oriented) as OVC who get 
into this stage are generally smarter. As stated earlier, most OVC stop 
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at the sensation phase and thus fail to make an association. Very few of 
them who pass this process of associating follow through their 
information that they successfully make certain perception towards the 
activities.       
 

 Final Perception  

 I can conclude, for a number of reasons (that the information 
stopped in the sensation or association process), through my interviews 
and observations (only subjected to the interviewed OVC) that most of 
them do not have the correct perception towards the activities. Their 
verbal and physical responses show me that they stop at certain point 
in understanding the depth of the activities. They manage to sense it 
somehow, fail to associate it but have to associate it anyhow thus may 
create the erroneous perception. Additionally, their participation in 
each of the activity is the real evidence that they are not fully aware of 
it. Very few who realize that the activities are meant to them, 
successfully (in a moderate and dynamic level) grasp the message inside 
the activities, i.e for their development and thus may have a bigger 
chance to make the most benefits of the orphanageship.  

 The information received with correct perception is followed 
through by motivation, logically and theoretically, as what has been 
coined by Ricoeur (1950). I am in one line towards his vision in this 
matter. Referring to this discussion, I totally agree that, based on my 
observations and interviews, OVC lacking motivation is in causal 
relation to, align with this theory, the lack of perception.     
 

 The Voluntary and Involuntary Will 

 Further question that emerges as the continuation of 
perception is why most of the OVC do not get the complete 
perception, which eventually does not create their motivation. As the 
motivation is not present (as a matter of fact is far from expected), we 
need to understand why such thing occurs. Since ‘will’ itself is affecting 
motivation, it is beneficial for us to also understand this matter from 
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another perspective as what has been introduced by Paul Ricoeur 
(1950).   

 Another point of view, related to perception, is that OVC’s 
initial perception might be affected by their needs. Ricoeur (1950) 
argues in his book ‘Freedom and Nature: The Voluntary and the 
Involuntary’ that needs might affect the perception being. He stated 
that needs is the basis of deciding, while to decide man must have his 
perception at the first place. Individual, in Ricouer’s argument, may 
have either voluntary or involuntary will inside him. The voluntary 
will is related reciprocally towards the involuntary will. That would 
explain of what he called the ‘triadic interpretation’, quoting from him: 

‘Involuntary functions thus can be differentiated and ordered 
according to their reference to this or that aspect of willing’. 
(Paul Ricoeur, 1950). 

 The three broken down elements of ‘triadic interpretation’; to 
decide, to move, and to consent, has each its involuntary form, named 
according to previous orders; needs, skills-emotion-habit, and 
character-unconscious-life. When an individual has the ability to 
decide (a will) in a voluntary will mode (that clarifies the power of 
needs), that will carry along the source of the incoming motivation. 
This understanding explains the previous statement that most children 
do not have a proper amount of motivation towards the activities. Few 
of them, however, getting into the next stage, will be in shape to 
perform, act or move (which is influenced by the individual’s skill, 
habit, and emotion). Have they proceeded to this process of the 
voluntary will, the individual will come to the last trait; to consent, 
which clarifies that the completed action should be acquiesced with 
the individual’s necessity, which is the detour of this trait.     

 To the first two stages, OVC’s roles are roughly present. To the 
interviewed and observed OVC I can conclude that they all have made 
the decision in every activity. The depth of the decision, however, 
varies one to another. Their responses inform me that some children 
are quite passive in responding towards the activities, thus in this 
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circumstances everything becomes in involuntary mode. Some of the 
OVC, however, decided to proceed, responded well to the activities 
and thus created their motivation. Children who do not have the 
voluntary will then are unable to decide which pattern they should 
follow. Some of the OVC stop their voluntary will at this stage.   

 The following trait (to act) is the continued voluntary will. The 
second stage shows us that the OVC have decided to follow up their 
decision into action. My research finds out that only few numbers of 
OVC in Taman Harapan present themselves to this stage (while I 
strongly believe that outside my research the numbers will be at very 
minimum amount/far fewer than this). Among the OVC entering this 
stage, only a small number of OVC are truly committed to the action. 
The following trait; ‘to consent’ thus is the remaining of the traits in 
which selected individuals are rarely present. To conclude, most of the 
OVC stopped their voluntary will at the first stage, few numbers are in 
between second and third traits. This explanation gives us information 
on why most OVC are unable to form quality habits and skills, which 
are strongly connected to voluntary will.  

 The discussion of ‘will’ involving OVC, Taman Harapan and 
another possible ‘will’ will be shown in Chapter Five, concerning the 
need of understanding different perspective of activities which will be 
shown in Chapter Four and OVC – Taman Harapan interaction in 
Chapter Five. This ‘Triangle of Will’ is the culmination of the total 
‘OVC’s final will’, in which they apply in every single step they make 
in Taman Harapan. One thing that I would like to emphasize is that 
the form of ‘will’ – resuming of what I am writing in this chapter – is 
the emergence of the ‘OVC’s will’ (despite the lack of its quality and 
quantity).                
 

 OVC’s Consciousness 

 Most OVC’s responses indicate that their coming into Taman 
Harapan is closely related to educational and parental motive. Prior 
entering the orphanage, children were hardened by the fact that 



Children’s Perception Towards an Orphanage’s Activities 

60 
 

certain formal education attainment was blocked by financial matter 
and pressures in the family. As the time went by –supported by the 
momentum they received in entering Taman Harapan– children who 
eventually become the beneficiaries of Taman Harapan bring along 
their single mission which rooted from their (and their family’s 
perspective and will) will to mainly continue the formal education. 
Even their new place has given them a new atmosphere of living and a 
new menu to be learnt, OVC seem to be so attached in finishing the 
formal education but (mostly) fail to synchronize their will to the 
given activities. That seems to be the core of the matter despite a 
financial-free access to almost anything has been given to them in their 
new home. I may conclude here that the OVC’s consciousness is 
closely related to parenthood and/through education in which the 
propensity to alienate other subjects are present as they may consider 
some of the activities as ‘unnecessary’.    

 Merleau-Ponty (1945) develops his thesis according to which 
"all consciousness is perceptual consciousness” rather than the 
postulate of his predecessor who later influenced Paul Ricoeur to an 
argument stating that ‘all consciousness is consciousness of something’ 
(Ricouer, 1950). Being the Huserlians6, both define consciousness in a 
different way. Merleau-Ponty argued that the consciousness of 
individual depends on his perceptual consciousness. When shifted to 
Taman Harapan OVC, I would like to argue that this understanding 
goes to very few children who have already achieved Ricoeur’s third 
stage of voluntary will, that is ‘to consent’, and to those who have 
passed the Merleau-Ponty’s sensation and association stage and finally 
acquired the full perception of activities. On the other hand, most OVC 
who stopped at the sensation/association phase or simply unable even 
‘to decide’ or ‘to act’ (stopped at Ricoeur’s voluntary will’s first or 
second stage), the Merleau-Ponty’s theory is not valid since they do not 

                                                
6 Both Maurice Merleau-Ponty and Paul Ricoeur are deeply influenced by Edmund 
Husserl, the so-called father of phenomenology. Merleau-Ponty’s argument is found to 
be different in regards to consciousness in where Ricouer adopted the same 
understanding as his predecessor on his view on consciousness.  
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acquire full perception and thus do not possess the perceptual 
consciousness. To that point, the Husserl’s and Ricoeur’s theory is 
present. It shows us that OVC’s consciousness seems to be divided, as 
they may have their consciousness towards their parents (through 
formal education completion) without gaining other consciousness, i.e. 
the consciousness to be fully participating in Taman Harapan activities.       

 

Conclusion 

 I would like to conclude all that OVC begin their perception-
being with sensation. Taman Harapan OVC have all sensed the 
activities. Few OVC are through the further step, which is called 
association. OVC in this stage understand roughly on what they are 
facing; the activities but unable to make perception due to failure in 
associating. Very few OVC get their full perception and with it, they 
understand their being in Taman Harapan. The perception is also 
viewed through their voluntary/involuntary will as most of them are in 
the stage of deciding, few in the acting, and fewer in the consenting. 
Most of OVC thus are unable to make complete perception with a very 
few numbers are in their conscious perception. I would also like to 
emphasize that resuming all, ‘OVC’s will’ is spawned through this 
chapter, ignoring its contents which will be discussed in the following 
chapters.        
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