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Abstract 

Creativity is recognized as a key factor of knowledge development and an actualization 

of thought into the original and concrete action. Therefore, creativity is an important 

skill which is must to be built and developed since childhood. How to build and develop 

creativity can be started from scribbles. These activities can provide a picture of the 

relationship between children's motor and intellectual development. Scribble is a 

meaningful symbol like letters, words, pictures or paintings. The children's scribble 

activity need to be encouraged, nurtured and rewarded as a valuable work. 

Unfortunately, parents are often unaware of the matter, they are prohibits even scold the 

child if they find the children do such activities as undisciplined behavior and littering 

the house. Therefore, parents need to understand that scribble is an important activity to 

develop children creativity. This article aims to provide an understanding of creativity, 

the importance of developing a children creativity through scribbles, awakened aspect 

of children's scribble, and how to direct the children to develop their creativity through 

the right media.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Creativity is a topic that has long been studied by many researchers. Creativity 

has a long tradition as a “doing” or “making” practice and is a continuing focus of 

research by arts and educational researchers, and discipline specialists (Sullivan, 2007). 

However, the concept of creativity is growing along with the research development. 

Torrance (1993) stated that creativity is though process and throughout this process is 

an element of responding constructively to existing or new situations rather than merely 

adapting to them. Need to realize that creativity is an important part of life because 

creativity, or creative thinking, coming up with new ideas that are useful to solve the 

problem. Therefore, Faure stated that creativity is one of the core values of knowledge 

development of modern society (Ott & Pozzi, 2012). Thus, creativity is considered very 

important skill to always be developed in lifelong learning (EC in Ott & Pozzi, 2012). 

Hence, creativity needs to be developed in early childhood and should be always be 

developed.  

However, who are the most suitable means to foster the children creativity? 

Torrance stated the important factor that has been shown to influence and foster 

children creativity is that of the family and the family environment. He alluded to the 

importance of the family environment and the role of parents in fostering creativity 

(Torrance in Fearon, Copeland & Saxon, 2013). Sternberg (2006) also recognized the 

importance of having an environment that is supportive and rewarding of creativity.  

Now, what is the first activity that can develop the children creativity? It is 

broadly recognized that scribbles have a high potential to develop the children 

creativity. These activities can provide a picture of the relationship between children's 
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motor and intellectual development (Adeney, 2008). Scribble is a meaningful symbol 

like letters, words, pictures or paintings. However, parents have less attention to this 

activity. They consider that this activity is only littering the walls with lines without 

meaning. The children begin to develop their creativity and pour their imagination 

through scribbling activity (Adeney, 2008). Therefore, scribble is an activity to be 

encouraged, nurtured, and valued as meaningful. Hence, family and environment 

participate to support their creativity through scribbling activity and direct them to pour 

their imagination in the right media.  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Creativity 

Creativity is a study that almost impossible to be formulated into the same sense. 

Though the term creativity is not easily defined or measured it has been given much 

attention by psycholigists educators and politicians and others. Several models 

describing creativity have been proposed during the last century (Lawson, in Torrance, 

1993). Dănescu (2009) stated creativity broadly designates general availability of the 

human personality to receive, to consume, and to create new. Creativity involves 

“bringing something into being that is original (new, unusual, novel, unexpected) and 

also valuable (useful, good, adaptive, appropriate)” (Atkinson, in Sullivan, 2007).  

Moreover, Martindale (in Sullivan, 2007) stated that creative as a process of 

stages that included preparation, incubation, illumination or inspiration, and verification 

or elaboration. Sternberg (2006) stated that creativity is the process of generating ideas 

that are novel and bringing into existence a product that is appropriate and of high 

quality. In the other words, creativity is recognized as a key factor of knowledge 

development and an actualization of thought into the original and concrete action.    

Joussemet & Koestner (1999) wrote that creativity is a highly valued behavior 

that is percieved to be rare. Milne (1972) believed that creativity is a state of mine, and 

it is most widely expressed by very young children. These and other researchers have 

pointed out that creative children can be considered among our most valuable resources. 

These creative children provide interpretations through which crucial elements of the 

world can be intellectually expressed and understood. Besides, Gowan (1972) 

emphasized creativity as component of intellect. Creativity was a reaction to both 

personal potential and environmental influences relative to child development. Torrance 

emphasized that creativity is composed of originality, energy, and self concept. Still, he 

added that creative thinking is a components of fluency, orginality, abstractness of titles, 

elaboration, and resisteance to premature closure (Torrance, 1993).  

 

Scribble 

Children’s first drawing is scribbling. All children over the world scribble. No 

matter what chronoligical age children start to scribble, they will go through the 

following developmental stages (Bailer, 2003). Children scribble up and down and 

around with pencils, markers, chalks, paint brushes and even their fingers. When 

children begin to scribble at an early age (eg: one year), he will spend a lot of time on 

this activity than a child who start scribble at the age of three years. As children move 

through the developmental stages, there will be times when it seems as though they are 

in between stages as they leave behind one stage and move into the next (Bailer, 2003). 

According to Webster and popular view, the word scribble is “meaningless 

marks”. However, Baker & Kellogg (1967) stated the significance of scribble. Scribble 
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is talk about simpler phases of scribbling the pencil is just an extension of the hand, 

recording how his developing neuromuscular system enables him to make the different 

kinds of markings. Scribble is demostrating the relationship between motor and 

intellectual skills. Moreover, scribbles reveal a neural substrate destined for marks and 

influence that significantly, cueing what is distinctly human in marks of significance or 

symbolic thought (Sheridan, 2001).  

 

 

 

Stages of scribbling 

The Golden Gate Kindergarten Association collected the result study of children’s 

cribbling from 1945 to 1965. Some 400.000 scribblings of aproximately 2.000 children 

aged 24 to 60 months were saved and studied. There are important stages of children’s 

scribbling (Baker & Kellogg, 1967) : 

1. Basic Scribbles 

The 1 year old child can make marks on paper or other media with pencil or crayon 

as an activity which is natural to the normal developing child. However, at age 2, 

child can make a number of different marks which are spontaneously made, can be 

called neuromuscular happenings. 

 
2. Diagrams 

At about age 3, a child begins to make definite outlined shaped forms by using 

basic scribbles, which is called diagrams.  

 
3. Combines 

When a child puts two diagrams together, Kellogg calls the result a combine. 

Combine may appear unadorned, but more often scribbles are added to them. A 

child likes to try out various combinations of diagrams after age 3. 
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4. Aggregates 

When three or more diagrams are combined Kellogg calls the result an aggregate. 

These terms are used so that adults can objectively discuss child development in 

scribbling. Children have favorite aggregates. Potential diagram combinations are 

endless but some seem never to be made and others are commonly drawn. 

 
5. Pictorial 

By age 4, when a child has acqured familiarity with scribbles, diagrams, combines, 

and aggregates, he makes varieties which representational features. A child’s 

interest in the pictorial stage stage may appear as early as 3,5 years. The human 

figure is usually the first picturial and it is followed by picture of flowers, animals, 

boatss, houses and vehicles.  

 
 

Purposes of scribbling 

Sheridan (2001) stated that young schildren’s scribbling serves four critical purposes, 

such as : 

1. To train the brain to pay attention and to sustain attention, 

2. To stimulate individual cells and clusters of cells in visual cortex for line and shape, 

3. To practice and to organize the shapes and patterns of thought, 

4. Through an increasing affinity for marks, to prepare the human mind for its 

determining behavior: literacy 

(the literacy is multiple: visual and verbal, artistic and scientific, mathematical, 

musical and literary) 
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Develop creativity through scribbling 

 As described by Milne (1972) that creativity is a state of mine, which is often 

expressed by children. Moreover, creativity is the most valuable resource, so creativity 

needs to be improved at an early age. Creativity becomes important in various research 

studies and important focus in some developed and developing countries. For example, 

in Taiwan, education has been emphasized strongly throughout creativity. The Ministry 

of Education undertook education reforms with a vision to realize the fundamental 

concepts of creativity, helping all students to fully express their ability in a new 

knowledge-based learning environment. Besides, Japan is known as a country of culture 

also places special emphasis on creativity. Japanese government managed to increase 

creativity through arts and culture classes (Kaufman, 2009). 

See the importance of creativity to constantly developed since childhood, the 

researchers conducted various research related to appropriate ways to encourage 

children's creativity. One way is through the scribble that is often made by children. 

Based on the Baker & Kellogg (1967) experiments, they found that children’s creativity 

through scribbles which are made by them. The children combine the lines into a single 

image that is directly proportional to the age level. Take a look from the stages of 

scribbling, the child becomes creative because he can combines a line to onther line 

until it becomes a picture. So he can develop what he know into a picture. 

Moreover, Adeney (2008) did a long research for a several years to her 

daughters because she wanted to see the development of her children. She collected 

their scribbles and early artwork, and she developed categories that could be used to 

identify the type of scribbles. Her study illuminated the wide range of vocalizations and 

talk used for multiple purposes specifically while drawing and categorized this talk. Her 

children talked to tell stories and to entertain themselves, for imaginative play, for the 

pleasure of singing and worldplay, to describe their actions or to label, to identify letters 

or practice forming them, to teach each other, and self-coaching. Thus, she concluded 

that scribbles help her daughter to develop their imagination and to talk freely while 

exploring artwork. It provides a link to the more abstract symbolizing process of 

writing. 

Other reseachers, such as Malaguzzi (1998) found that children construct their 

idea, symbols and codes through scribble. When they scribble, they are not only making 

a graphic intervention, but they are selecting ideas and getting rid of excessive ones. 

Still, based on his research finding, Kendrick & McKay (2001) explored how scribbling 

has unrealized potential for uncovering the scripts or literacy narratives children bring to 

school and use to make sense of reading and writing. Yet, Brooks (2002) in her 

classroom doctoral research described how drawing (means scribbling) simultaneously 

involves memory, experience, imagination, and observation. He also concluded that 

drawing plays a significant role in children’s thinking and education. As an addition, 

The imagination of the child can transform a blank piece of paper into something very 

real. Young children are careful planners during the creative process of drawing. They 

often decide in advance what content is to be included and where to locate it on the 

page. 

However, most of children scribble do not in blank paper or media that has been 

provided, but they tend to do this activity in any media, including the walls, bed, 

curtains, cupboards or even their own face or hands. It makes their parents angry and 

feel uncomfortable. Parents tend to prohibit their children to scribble when they began 

to hold a pencil or crayon. Whereas, the prohibition can reduce creativity, imagination, 
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and courage children to express their ideas. Then, what should be done by parents to 

develop a child's creativity without littering the house or furniture. 

As we all know that children can not develop their potential without the help of 

an adult. Therefore, it takes the role of adults, including the activities of scribble. 

Children shall receive encouragement and guidance from adults, especially the parents, 

in order to develop their creativity through the scribble. Parents shall always accompany 

and make interaction to children when they started out ideas through scribble. This 

support is not only give the effect on the scribble’s result but also the children creative 

thinking. Adeney (2008) stated that the adult-child interaction during a drawing (means 

scribbling) event crucial for literacy learning. During the interaction, parents can give 

other media such as blank paper or sketchbook to draw when the child begins to 

scribble a wall or improper media. This direction requires a long time and patience, 

because not all children want to draw on paper, and they will re-draw on the walls at 

their leisure. 

Besides, by giving the media to draw, parents need to tell the child which parts 

may be drawn  and should not be drawn without forcing them. Also, parents can provide 

a special room where the walls may be drawn, so the children know the limits of the 

media to draw (scribble). Once again, this direction can not be arbitrarily imposed in a 

single interaction. Children need time in order to understand the parents purpose and it 

is along with the child's age level. Furthermore, parents need to understand that the 

drawing is artifacts from children’s mental life and children drawing should be shifted 

to the core of curriculum as a language medium (Steele, 1998). Still, Huebner (in 

Adeney, 2008) wrote that artwork (including scribble) is central to all aspects of human 

life and is at the core of educational phenomena.  

 

CONCLUSION 

This article has tackled the issue of scribble and children’s creativity. As we 

know that creativity is recognized as a key factor of knowledge development and an 

actualization of thought into the original and concrete action. Creativity is a highly 

valued behavior that is percieved to be rare,  state of mine, and it is most widely 

expressed by very young children. Creativity is also as component of intellect. 

Creativity was a reaction to both personal potential and environmental influences 

relative to child development. Furthermore, creativity is composed of originality, 

energy, and self concept. Thus, creativity should be encouraged since childhood. We 

can help children to develop their creativity through scribble. 

Like a babbling is to develop speaking, scribbling is to develop in writing 

(drawing). Scribble is demostrating the relationship between motor and intellectual 

skills. Still, scribbles reveal a neural substrate destined for marks and influence that 

significantly, cueing what is distinctly human in marks of significance or symbolic 

thought. There are critical purposes of scribbling, such as to train the brain to pay 

attention and to sustain attention, to stimulate individual cells and clusters of cells in 

visual cortex for line and shape, to practice and to organize the shapes and patterns of 

thought, and through an increasing affinity for marks, to prepare the human mind for its 

determining behavior: literacy. 

Thus, creativity should be developed. A one way to develop the children 

creativity is through scribble. The child’s first scribbles are a sign that they are 

beginning to realize that those marks on paper stad for something significant, like words 

and letters. Still, children cannot develop their potential by their own. They need a 
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support from adult, especially parents. Children need to be directed to develop their 

creativity through scribbling and drawing. Thus the child can develop their imagination 

which is needed for their future life. 
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