
1 
 

Discussion on Typology of Code-mixing: Which Type of Code-mixing Suggested by 

Muysken (2000) That is Most Commonly Used in WhatsApp Chatting Platform 

Yuandhika Wijaya 

Faculty of Language and Literature 

Satya Wacana Christian University 

Salatiga 

A. INTRODUCTION 

 Bilingualism has developed from a long time ago in Indonesia. With the development 

of English as an international language, Indonesian government is trying to improve the 

learning of English as a foreign language (EFL), unconsciously creating a bilingual culture 

amongst students. In Indonesia, along with the bilingual culture amongst students, the new 

trend, which is code-mixing behavior, is happening. University students nowadays can be 

considered as bilingual students, as stated by Cummins and Corson (1997), that English has a 

special place in all three programs (Malay, Singapore, and Indonesian bilingual education) as 

the school’s first language (or language of instruction). 

 Muysken (2000) states, “code-mixing refers to all cases where lexical items and 

grammatical features from two languages appear in one sentence” (p. 1). In Satya Wacana 

Christian University (SWCU), Salatiga, Indonesia, where most of the students are bilingual 

students, the occurrence of code-mixing is something that happens most of the time. Students 

just mix languages because it is something common to be done amongst students. We can 

find that code-mixing is happening in any verbal communication and even in the written 

communication (text messages, chatting platform, etc). However, the study is interested in 

analyzing the code-mixing that is happening in the written communication, since it will have 

more effectiveness in terms of data collection than the verbal communication. According to 

Muysken (2000), there are three types of code-mixing; Insertion, Alternation, and Congrent 
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Lexicalization. This situation has intrigued the interest in studying about the types of code-

mixing grammatically, and which type that is mostly used among SWCU’s students, whether 

it is an insertion, alternation, or congruent lexicalization, as Muysken categorized. 

 The reason why the study uses WhatsApp chatting platform as the media to analyze 

the code-mixing occurred is because WhatsApp has the biggest number of users compared to 

any other chatting platforms. WhatsApp has the biggest number of users, which is around 350 

milions of users, compared to BBM (Blackberry Messenger) for Android, which has only 

around 20 millions of users in Indonesia (Prihadi, 2013). 

The study will focus on the types of code-mixing in WhatsApp chatting amongst 

bilingual students in English Language Education (ELE) in Faculty of Language and 

Literature (FLL) of Satya Wacana Christian University (SWCU). The reason why the writer 

chose SWCU’s bilingual students as the subject of the study is because SWCU bilingual 

students come from various backgrounds and ethnicities such as Javanese, Sundanese, 

Ambonese, Sumbanese, etc. Thus the study aims to discuss the types of code-mixing used by 

SWCU’s bilingual students in English, Indonesian, and Javanese languages and the 

occurrences of code mixing based on Muysken’s categorization which categorized the code 

mixing into three; insertion, alternation, and congruent lexicalization. The research question 

of this study is which type of code mixing proposed by Muysken (2000) that is most 

commonly used among students in FLL, SWCU? This study is aimed to determine which 

categorization of code mixing proposed by Muysken (2000) that is mostly used among FLL 

students and aimed to help further study on finding the reasons why certain type of code 

mixing in Muysken’s categorization is more commonly used than the others. 

 

 


