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C. THE STUDY 

In a research, it is important to determined the method used in the study. According to 

Sudaryanto (1993), a method is a kind of systematical work plan in order to make the 

research work become easier, so that it can achieve its main purpose. 

 In this section, the study will discuss the research method, participants, data collection 

procedure, variables and the data analysis procedure. 

1. Context of the Study 

 The setting of the study is in the English Language Education Program (ELE) of the 

Faculty of Language and Literature (FLL), Satya Wacana Christian University (SWCU), 

Salatiga, Indonesia. English is actively used as the language of instruction. 

2. Participants 

 The participants of this research are students in ELE. The participant selection method 

was based on convenience-based sampling. These participants came from batch 2011 up to 

2012. The ten participants were selected because they were close to “native-like control of 

two or more languages” (Bloomfield, 1933, p. 55), in this case Indonesian and English 

languages.  The degree of their mastery in the study is determined by their length of studying 

English in ELE (English Language Education) and their ethnicity or native language. Table 1 

below shows the demographic information of the participants: 

Table 1. The Characteristics of the Subjects of the Study 

Subjects 

 

  

Batch Home Ethnicity Native 

Language 

Second Language Language that 

Mixed or 

Switched to 

Participant 1 2011 Salatiga Javanese Javanese Indonesian English 

Participant 2 2011 Salatiga Javanese Javanese Indonesian English 

Participant 3 2011 Salatiga Javanese Javanese Indonesian Indonesian 

Participant 4 2012 Salatiga Javanese Javanese Indonesian Indonesian 

Participant 5 2011 Salatiga Chinese Indonesian Indonesian English 

Participant 6 2012 Salatiga Chinese Indonesian Indonesian English 

Participant 7 2011 Salatiga Sumbanese Indonesian Indonesian Indonesian 
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Participant 8 2012 Salatiga Sumbanese Indonesian Indonesian English 

Participant 9 2012 Salatiga Ambonese Ambonese Indonesian Indonesian 

Participant 10 2012 Salatiga Bataknese Bataknese Indonesian English 

 

 Table 1 above shows the background of the participants, which provide the 

information regarding their current residence, ethnicity, second language, language that are 

mixed or switched to, and their batch in English Language Education. Table 1 shows that 

these participants mostly used Indonesian language and would likely switch or mix their 

language to English or Indonesian. The length of their study in English Language Education 

program shows their mastery in English. 

 

 

3. Instrument of Data Collection 

 The instrument of data collection used in the study is 70 messages received by the 

WhatsApp platform in the researcher’s cell phone. The reason why the study uses 70 

messages is because the study is replicating David’s (2007) study that uses 70 messages as 

the data. 

 

4. Data Collection Procedure 

 This study observed the conversation that was conducted daily with the topic of 

games and daily conversations through WhatsApp chatting platform. The data collection 

procedure is; 

First, the writer collected the chatting messages between the writer and the 

participants. Once the chatting has reached 70 messages in total, then the writer analyzed the 

occurrences of code-mixing in the chats. 



10 
 

Second, after all the data were collected from the transcript from WhatsApp chat, then 

the writer transcribed the data. 

Third, the data was crosschecked with other raters based on inter-rater reliability 

approach and the literature review regarding typology of code-mixing by Muysken (2000). 

The reason why this study used inter-rater is based on Davey et al (2010) which explain that 

multiple coders, transparency, audit trails, and member check can be used as reliability 

indicators. Thus, it will strengthen the reliability of the data in this study. The inter-rater 

reliability will involve one student of ELE and one alumni of ELE. The qualification of the 

inter-raters is that they should pass sociolinguistics course with the minimum grade of A. 

They should pass the sociolinguistics course because they will rate the data regarding code-

mixing which is taught in sociolinguistics class.  

 


