
i 
 

TEACHERS’ PERCEPTION TOWARDS THE USE OF SCHOOLOGY 

IN THE PRONOUNCIATION CLASS AT SATYA WACANA 

CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 

THESIS 

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment 

of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Sarjana Pendidikan 

 

 

 

Yoas Betty Krisyandi 

112012037 

 

ENGLISH TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

SATYA WACANA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 

SALATIGA 

2016 



ii 
 

 

 



iii 
 

 

 



iv 
 

 

 



v 
 

 

 



vi 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

Table of Contents 
Cover Page...............................................................................................................................................I 

Approval Page.........................................................................................................................................II 

Copyright Statement  ............................................................................................................................ III 

Publication Agreement Declaration  ..................................................................................................... IV 

Table of Content  ................................................................................................................................... V 

Abstract  ................................................................................................................................................ VI 

Introduction..............................................................................................................................................1 

Literature Review.....................................................................................................................................2 

            Defining Teacher’ Perception of Online Language Learning......................................................2 

           Schoology.....................................................................................................................................3 

            Blended Learning and Asynchronous E-learning........................................................................4 

            Anxiety........................................................................................................................................5 

            Open-minded...............................................................................................................................6 

The Study................................................................................................................................................6 

            Context........................................................................................................................................6 

            Participants..................................................................................................................................7 

            Instruments Data Colllection.......................................................................................................7 

            Data Collection Procedure...........................................................................................................8 

            Data Analysis...............................................................................................................................8 

Findings and Discussion..........................................................................................................................9 

    Teachers’ Perception on Schoology for Teacher...............................................................................10 

           Schoology Helps Teachers in Classroom Management..............................................................10 

           Schoology Helps Teachers in Assessing Students......................................................................11 

   Teachers’ Perception on Schoology for Students...............................................................................13 

           Schoology Could Motivate Students in Learning Pronunciation...............................................13 

           Schoology can Lessen Students’ Anxiety in Learning Pronunciation.......................................15 

           Schoology can Make Students more Open-minded in Learning Pronunciation........................16 

    Teachers’ Negative Perception on Schoology..................................................................................18 

    Discussion.........................................................................................................................................20 

Conclusion............................................................................................................................................21 

Acknowledgement................................................................................................................................23 

References............................................................................................................................................24 

 

 



1 
 

Teachers’ Perception towards the Use of Schoology in the 

Pronunciation Class at SatyaWacana Christian University 

Introduction 

In this modern era, technology has been developed significantly. The impact of 

technology can ease people in many aspects of life. One convenience of technology 

development is also gained in the field of education. Saqlain and Mahmood (2013) state that 

technology is as a vital part of educational system in modern globalism era. According to 

Egbert (2009) cited in Biswas (2013), teachers can lead students to use technology as the tool 

to create something innovative for learning in the classroom. Technology can ease learning 

process and make the learning process more effective and innovative. 

“In this early part of the 21st century the range of technologies available for use in 

language learning and teaching has become very diverse and the ways that they are being 

used in classrooms all over the world have become central to language practice” ( Motteram, 

2013, p. 5) . One example of technology use for facilitating students in language learning is 

by using Schoology in the pronunciation class. Basically Schoology is a teaching tool that 

helps teachers to manage classroom information. As a Learning Management System (LMS), 

Schoology allows students and teachers to share information, and provides access to content 

or administrative features of specific course (White and Larusson, 2010). Biswas (2013) also 

explains that Schoology is a social networking platform, classroom management and online 

learning tool that is used to improve learning process through better communication between 

the teachers and students. 

 However,  Schoology is still a new social networking platform found in 2007. 

Apriyana, Wirya, & Parmiti (2015) also assumed that nowadays only a few teachers use 
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Schoology as their teaching facility and utilize it maximally. That condition is also 

experienced by teachers’ in the pronunciation classes at Satya Wacana Christian University. 

Hence, the present study was aimed at knowing what teachers’ perception towards the use of 

Schoology in pronunciation class.  

Teachers’ perception will increase teachers’ awareness of the whole language teaching 

and learning process using technology. In brief, the writer hopes that the finding about 

teacher’s perception towards the use of Schoology in pronunciation class can maximize the 

use of Schoology as language learning process facility. Furthermore, this study could be used 

by teachers as a reference to help the learners in learning pronunciation through Schoology. 

That is expected that Schoology can full fill the teachers’ and the students’ need in language 

learning. 

Literature Review 

Defining Teacher’s Perception of Online Language Learning. 

Hong, Ridzuan & Kuek (2003) defined perception as someone’s thought about 

something that they learnt as their attitude measurement of using something, whether they 

agreed or not about a method or something they learnt. Susuwele (2005) added the definition 

of perception as opinion that people got from their experience and external factor which 

existed in their personality. From definitions above, it could be concluded that perception is 

seen as a process in which humans observe their environment and use their observation result 

as their reference in order to have interaction. 

 Can (2009) defined that perception also appeared among teachers on online languange 

learning. Online language learning was seen as a language learning method by using tools 

and online applications, other than classroom and course books. Stern (2007) also added that 

online language learning was language learning that took place over the Internet. It was often 
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referred to as “e-learning” among other terms. By looking at the definitions of perception and 

online language learning above, teacher’s perception of online language learning here means 

what teacher perceives or thinks related to online language learning environment that can be 

about its impact, strengths or weaknesses of using it.  

Schoology 

Schoology can be one of teachers’ facilities in using technology for learning process. 

According to Biswas (2013), innovative approaches and tools on Schoology website 

facilitated both teachers and students to build a collaborative community to fulfill the 

educational goals in the 21st century. Basically, Schoology is a social networking platform, in 

which as a Learning Management System (LMS), it can be used for communication between 

teachers and students by accessing the materials or content of a specific course.  

In this modern era, teachers use Schoology as their learning media in order to ease 

learning process. The Schoology website is reviewed considering the following three design 

criteria from technology supported instruction by Cummins et al (2007): 

1. Provide cognitive challenge and opportunities for deep processing of meaning 

2. Promote self regulated activity for collaborative inquiry 

3. Focus on multiliteracies in the twenty-first century need 

As a social networking platform, Schoology can facilitate teachers in doing classroom 

management. By using Schoology, teachers are able to post assignments, tests, quizzes, 

discussions, and other activities online within their courses, allowing students to work 

individually or collaboratively whenever and wherever they are, even from home. 

Biswas (2013) also stated that Schoology was a free tool that could help teachers to 

manage the classroom information. By using Schoology, students can still interact each other 
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by online. Schoology can make teacher easier in managing the class, by uploading the 

materials of a certain course or giving feedback for students even when teachers are far away.  

The purpose of developing and integrating Schoology in schools is to connect school 

community in the technology-supported classroom for improving students’ learning. 

Technology-supported instruction created dynamic educational tool that could be used to 

generate new ideas from teachers and students (Biswas, 2013). There were some strategies in 

classroom management that Schoology could support, such as students’ involvement in 

academic work, teachers’ instruction, students understood what was expected from them in 

order to be successful in learning and time could be used efficiently for the task (Biswas, 

2013). Schoology can also be a tool or communication bridge between the teachers and 

students by promoting asynchronous e-learning in which it can be accessed at any time not 

only when the two communicators are online 

Blended Learning and Asynchronous E-learning. 

According to Woodall (2012), blended learning was a simple blend of classroom 

training and e-learning method in order to reach high achievement of learners. He also stated 

that blended learning captured the best of both worlds by allowing learners to pick and 

choose how they wanted to learn whether they wanted it in class or by using technology. 

Sharma (2007) cited in Tomlinson and Whittaker, ( 2013 ) added that an effective blended 

learning could be done if two component parts between the technology complemention and 

efforts of the teacher in classroom were integrated well. 

One strategy of teacher in applying blended learning is also by using asynchronous 

learning. Asynchoronous e-learning is a computer based educational tool or system that  

enables people to learn anywhere and at any time.  Asynchronous e-learning commonly 

facilitated by media such as email, discussion board, supports work relations, among learners 
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and with teachers, even when the participants could not be online at the same time 

(Hrastinski, 2008). He also stated that Asynchoronous e-learning was used as a 

learning/teaching platform to: 

• Reflect on complex issues  

• Communicate when synchronous meetings cannot be scheduled because of work, 

family, or other commitments. 

• Convenience and flexibility  

• Reflection - more time for reflection because an immediate response is not expected 

• Easier access to and incorporation of course materials  

• Focus on reading and writing. 

By having Asynchoronous e-learning, it is possible for the students to log-in to the 

social networking at any time and download or send message to their peers or teachers. 

People do not need to be online at the same time because the social networking can be 

accessed any time. It is different with synchronous e-learning, in which people communicate 

at the same time such as by using media video conferencing or chatting. 

Anxiety 

According to Casado & Dereshiwsky (2001) as cited in Zheng (2008), the definiton of 

anxiety “ ranges from an amalgam of overt behavioural characteristics that can be studied 

scientifically to introspective feelings that are epistemologically inaccessible” (p. 2). Chorpita 

& Barlow (1998) defined anxiety as “the emotion of fear and panic which is functionally 

related to actual confrontation with danger, not simply the detection of and preparation for 

danger” (p. 3). People usually feel anxious when they find themselves are in problems or not 

in a safe condition 
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Another definition of anxiety also appears from Rector et al. (2005) who argued that 

anxiety is kind of feeling that happens when people “ feel danger, or think that danger is 

about to occur, their brain sends a message to the nervous system, which responds by 

releasing adrenaline” (p. 4). Darwin (1872) cited in Wilson (2006) also added that anxiety is 

“an emotional reaction that is aroused when an organism psychally feels under threat” (p. 40). 

From the definitions above, it could be said that anxiety is kind of insecure feeling that 

people may feel  when they are in an unexpected situation, and it can cause other emotional 

reaction such as panic, worry or nervousness . 

Open-minded 

Haran et al. (2013) defined open-minded as ” style of thinking includes the tendency to 

weigh new evidence against a favored belief, to spend sufficient time on a problem before 

giving up, and to consider carefully the opinions of others in forming one’s own” (p. 189). 

Merryfield (2012) also stated that open minded is “the willingness to consider experiences, 

beliefs, values, perspectives, etc. that differ from one’s own” (p. 18). By having open-minded 

thinking style, people can learn anything around them that may come from other people’s  

view or perspective. Open-minded was also people thinking style in which they could accept 

more than one probability or cause of something happens around them (Hassin, 2008) . On 

the other word,  people are called open-minded when they are willing to accept another 

possibilty appears out of what they have predicted before.  

 

The Study 

Research Question 

“What is teachers’ perception towards the use of Schoology in the pronunciation class?” 
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Context 

This study was conducted to identify teachers’ perception towards the use of Schoology 

in the pronunciation class. A descriptive method was used in the present study in order to get 

deeper data. The study was conducted by the researcher in Language and Literature faculty of 

Satya Wacana Christian University. Language and Literature faculty is located in Salatiga, a 

small town in Central Java, Indonesia. It is a faculty that prepares its students to be well-

qualified English teachers. One of the courses in this faculty is Pronunciation class. This 

course was held in the first semester in 2015 and concerns with preparing and training 

students’ pronunciation particularly in second language. This course also uses Schoology as 

online learning tool in which almost all of the classroom instruction, activities, and textbooks 

are put on Schoology. 

Participants 

The participants of the study were 3 Pronunciation class teachers in Language and 

Literature Faculty at Satya Wacana Christian University, Salatiga. These participants were 

chosen because they were the teachers of the pronunciation class in the first semester in 2015. 

All of them incorporated Schoology as their online learning facility in the Pronunciation 

class.  

Instruments of data collection 

Semi–structured interview was used to collect the data.  The interview covered question 

concerning teachers’ Pronunciation class perception towards the use of Schoology as learning 

facility. The researcher was interviewing and recording the data from 3 participants. The 

purpose of interviewing was to get the detail data of teachers’ perception towards the use of 
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Schology in Pronunciation class. In interview transcription the researcher used clean 

transcription based on Elliot (2005) as cited in Zacharias (2012).  

The 3 participants were interviewed on their perspectives and asked various questions. 

For the purpose of research problem, the open-ended questions posed to the participants were 

taken based on Erguvan (2014) as follows: 

1. What are your perceptions of the strengths of Schoology? 

2. What are your perceptions of the weaknesses of Schoology? 

3. What do you think of students’ attitudes towards teaching instruction using 

Schoology? 

4. Would you recommend Schoology to your colleagues? 

Data collection procedure 

To obtain data from the participants, a personal-interview to three participants was 

conducted. In - depth Interview for each participant was conducted around 15 to 20 minutes. 

The interview was done during their free time. The questions were given 2 minutes before the 

interview in order to make them ready to answer the questions. While interviewing, the 

researcher used recording and took note to collect the data from the participants. After doing 

transcription, if the researcher had not understood or found any difficulties related to the data, 

the follow up interview were conducted in order to get further and deeper information needed 

from the participants.  

Data Analysis 

To analyze the data gathered, there were some steps done by the researcher. First the 

results of the interview were transcribed from the recording. After that, the researcher reread 
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the data several times to comprehend the similarities, difference or even new information in 

which the participants expressed and generally could answer the research questions. The 

researcher classified those into the response according to the questions which were asked to 

answer the research questions, then, interpreted using descriptive written explanation (Lynch, 

1996). 

Findings &Discussion 

The findings about teachers’ perception toward the use of Schoology in Pronunciation 

class are concluded based on the results of the interview which are divided into two big group 

themes. The first theme is teachers’ perception on Schoology for teachers, and the second 

theme is teachers’ perception on Schoology for students. 

Table 1 

Discussion Themes 

Theme                                                              Sub-themes 

Teachers’ perception                                      - Schoology helps teachers in  

on Schoology for teachers.                               classroom management. 

                                                                          - Schoology helps teachers in assessing 

                                                                            Students’ pronunciation.    

Teachers’ perception                                      -  Schoology could motivate students in  

 on Schoology for students.                             learning pronunciation. 

                                                                        - Schoology could lessen students’ 

                                                                           anxiety in learning pronunciation    

                                                                        - Schoology could make students more                 
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                                                                           open-minded in learning pronunciation                                                                                                                                                          

 

The first theme is divided into two subthemes: Schoology helps teacher in classroom 

management, and Schoology helps teachers in assessing students’ pronunciation. For the 

second theme, it is divided into three subthemes: Schoology can motivate students in learning 

pronunciation, Schoology can lessen students’ anxiety in learning pronunciation, and 

Schoology can make students more open-minded in learning pronunciation.  

Teachers’ perception on Schoology for teachers 

These sub-themes are related to the teachers’ perception on using Schoology for 

classroom management and students pronunciation assessment. 

Schoology helps teachers in classroom management. McCreary (2010) as cited in 

Sowell (2013) defined classroom management as “the methods and strategies an educator 

uses to maintain a classroom environment that is conducive to student success and learning” 

(p. 5). In classroom management, teachers do all teaching activities to create and maintain an 

effective learning environment such as by planning or preparing materials and giving 

activities or information for students realated to the course. One of teachers’ strategies for 

having a good classroom management is by using technology. That situation also happens in 

Pronunciation class. Teachers also used Schoology as their strategy and tool in order to create 

an effective and efficient language teaching through technology.  

During the interview, one participant gave a statement that in term of classroom 

management, the use of Schoology could help and facilitate them in giving or sharing 

Pronunciation materials for students. That statement was revealed by Teacher A below: 
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....Schoology is easy to use, practical to use, especially to share material to 

students...like share book, links, file for them to read before the class                                  

( Teacher A, 8 January 2016 )  

From the statement above, it  shows that through asynchronous learning on Schoology, 

teacher could share Pronunciation class materials in form of PDF, MS. Word, or audio file for 

students to read before the class. By having this feature, teachers could still give materials 

through online medium without being limited by time and place.  

Another facility that teachers could get by using Schoology for classroom management 

is the announcement feature on Schoology. For example, Teacher B said: 

....I used update for announcing the class if I’ll be late, I usually use update to remind 

my students to submit their assignment.... ( Teacher B, 8 January 2016). 

From the statement, it also indicates that the use of Schoology could make them easier 

in making announcement for students. On Schoology, when teachers wanted to inform 

students about anything related to the course, they could post any announcement on 

Schoology, such as announcement about make up class or assignment 

 By using the announcement feature on Schoology, as a Learning Management System 

( LMS ), Schoology could keep  teachers and students communication although they did not 

meet face to face. That opinion is also supported by Lonn (2009) who stated that Web-based 

Learning Management Systems (LMS) let teachers and students to share materials, make 

class announcements, submit and return course assignments, and communicate with each 

other online. 

Schoology helps teachers in assessing students. Student assessment is one important 

part of teaching process in order to know how far students have mastered the material given 
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by the teacher. Shepherd and Godwin (2004) defined assessment as any systematic method to 

get evidence by giving questions to know about the knowledge, attitudes, and other 

characteristics of people for a specific purpose. In order to do students assessment, teachers 

will give their students any test or assignment. The test or assignment may be administered 

verbally, on paper, on a computer, or in a confined area that requires a test taker to physically 

perform a set of skills. In pronunciation class, one method to assess students’ learning is by 

using online feature on Schoology. 

The participants interviewed uttered that the use of Schoology could help them in 

administrating students’ pronunciation assignment. In relation to this, Teacher B mentioned 

that, 

....Sometimes I can’t listen to all my students. But when I asked them to post their 

recording whether it’s audio or video on schoology I can excellent listen later on my 

free time .( Teacher B, 8 January 2016 ) 

From the statement above, it could be assumed that when teachers used schoology, they 

could assess students’ assignment anytime and anywhere by downloading students 

assignment on Schoology. Teacher could also analyze how students pronunciation getting 

improved for many times outside the class. As the result, they could give a better feedback 

for students’ pronunciation in detail. That view also came up from Teacher B. 

Schoology helps me alot making sure that I can give better individual comment and 

feedback, I hope that because I can listen to students pronunciation including their 

wrong pronunciation, I can help them to identify their weakness, and  I think that’s how 

they learn.( Teacher B, January, 21 2016 ) 

From the quotation above, it seems that one strategy that teacher may use to improve 

their students’ pronunciation performance is by helping them to learn from their mistakes and 
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giving them better feedback. According to Hattie & Timperley (2007) as cited in Spiller 

(2009),” feedback has the potential to have a significant effect on student learning 

achievement” (p. 7). Therefore, good feedback is also an important part of pronunciation 

learning process.  

The next feature that teachers used on Schoology for assessing students’ pronunciation 

was by using students’ accomplishment feature. This was observed during the interview with 

Teacher B below: 

.... On schoology, there has feature for studens accomplishment. I require students to 

actually read the article, listening the file and they have to do it in order. They can’t 

just open it without reading. If they haven’t read the one article, they can’t open 

another file. ( Teacher B, 21 January 2016 ) 

This shows that teachers also used Schoology feature to facilitate them to monitor how 

far students had read or prepared themselves in pronunciation class. By using this feature, 

teachers could see whether the students have read the material or not, because they would not 

be able to open the next file if they had not read the previous one. Assessing students by 

monitoring their preparation could be an important aspect in language learning. That 

perception is also supported by Cotton (1988) who argued that it was an important for teacher 

to have competence in assessing students' skill levels and monitoring their learning progress 

in order to create an effective instruction. 

Teachers’ perception on Schoology for students. 

In this theme it will be discussed about teachers’ perception related to the use of 

Schoology for motivating students, lessening students’ anxiety and making students more 

open-minded in learning pronunciation.  
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Schoology could motivate students in learning pronunciation. Motivation is one 

important thing in learning process. By having motivation, students will have more desire to 

reach their language learning goal. According to Williams and Burden (1997) cited in Al-

Ghamdi (2014), motivation was also seen as a cognitive and emotional arousal that leads 

people to act consciously and drive them to do an intellectual and/or physical effort. By 

looking at that definition, it could be concluded that motivation is also one crucial thing 

needed for students in learning Pronunciation. In this discussion one thing that may make 

them more motivated in learning pronunciation is by using Schoology as their learning tool. 

During the interview the participant had opinion that students seemed more motivated 

to learn pronunciation when they had online learning on Schoology. For example, Teacher A 

stated that, 

....they will practice first, somehow they will be more motivated to learn more in order 

in class they will pronounce better.... I can see their motivation because they do it 

before the class.... they notice mistake like about the recording that I upload in the 

schoology. It means if they don’t motivate they will not really pay attention on it. ( 

Teacher A, 22 January 2016 ) 

In other words, by having Schoology as their learning tool, students seemed motivated 

in learning for paying attention to pronunciation materials given by teacher that they had had 

it before class. As a technology, Schoology could make students more motivated in learning 

Pronunciation is in line with Anderson (2000) cited in Heafner (2004) who argued, “ 

Technology offers many benefits to enhance education. Most importantly, technology 

integration has the potential to increase student motivation” ( p. 47). 
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  Another participant also mentioned that students seemed motivated to learn 

Pronunciation through Schoology by putting a really great effort of making her pronunciation 

reflection video uploaded on Schooolgy. Teacher C explained that, 

.... it is more motivated to them to upload their audio file rather than submitting their 

writing reflection about how they improve their pronunciation on paper. One of the 

students , she puts a really great effort in presenting reflection                                             

( Teacher C, 8 January 2016 ) 

The statement may indicate that the effect of improving students motivation through 

Schoology finally could also improve students pronunciation performance. Students felt that 

learning pronunciation by using Scholoogy was more motivated rather than just submitting 

their assignment in class. Grinager (2006) also stated,” technology that is carefully deployed 

in learning can engage and motivate students, for example students say that when they use the 

Internet, their motivation to learn and their academic performance improve” (p. 5).  

Schoology could lessen students’ anxiety in learning pronunciation. Anxiety has 

been considered as a factor that might influence foreign language learning. It is also seen as a 

factor that should be anticipated by the teachers because anxiety can lessen students’ 

motivation in learning a language. Therefore, it is important for teacher to know how to 

lessen students’ anxiety in order to be able to reach the learning goal. One strategy to lessen 

students’ anxiety in learning pronunciation is by using Schoology.  

The participants stated that Schoology really affects students psychologically, 

especially to lessen their anxiety in learning pronunciation. For example, Teacher A 

mentioned that students seemed less anxious in pronunciation learning by using Schoology 

for some reasons.  
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they feel comfortable in learning so they will be less anixety and indirectly it affects 

their achievement. ( Teacher A, 8 January 2016 ) 

As what was revealed from Teacher A, it indicates that in language learning, Schoology 

could give positive effect for students. One of positive effect of using Schoology to lessen 

students’ anxiety in pronunciation learning was by creating comfortable and non-threatening 

online learning environment. That perception is supported by Huang and Hwang (2013) who 

also argued, “Computer-assisted language learning instruction creates a non-threatening, 

positive and relaxed English learning environment and tends to help reduce learners’ 

language learning anxiety and to motivate their learning” (p. 32). 

 Another possibility why students feel less anxiety in learning Pronunciation by using 

Schoology was because in having interaction on Schoology with their friends and teacher to 

discuss about pronunciation, they could use online group discussion feature, as explained by 

Teacher A below : 

Students are shy they don’t want their written product being read by so many students, 

so if I use  group discussion it can be close to certain people and they become 

comfortable to share their writing in a small group. ( Teacher A, 8 January 2016 ). 

From Teacher A’s statement, it shows that on Schoology they could have close group 

discussion in which they could only interact with teacher and some students they wanted in a 

small group. Close group discussion on Schoology may lessen students learning anxiety 

because students felt safe and comfortable for asking teachers and giving comment related to 

the discussed pronunciation topic without worrying that many students would read their 

written product. Panko (2002) also mentioned that the sensitivity of the topics raised was 

supported by the ‘closed group’ situation in which the students felt safe and were able to 

communicate delicate issues quite readily. 
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Schoology could make students more open-minded in learning pronunciation. 

Open-minded is a condition in which people are willing to consider ideas or opinion that’ are 

new and different from their own. On the other word, open-minded can be seen as a good 

way to think, moreover in language learning process.  

During the interview, the participant had an opinion that Schoology could make 

students more open-minded in learning pronunciation. Teacher A provided an explanation for 

this. 

So far from my experience, they are really open-minded, they somehow like to use 

schoology and one of the things..because especially when I do online discussion, the 

group discussion can be close to a certain group only. ( Teacher A, 8 January 2016 ) 

In a close group discussion on Schoology, students and teacher discussed about some 

topics related to pronunciation materials. Students were found to become more active to share 

their opinion in a close group discussion rather than when they gave comment in open 

discussion such as on teachers or students post on Schoology timeline. This happens because 

they may feel more comfortable to share information only with certain students that they 

want in a close group discussion. That opinion was also revealed from the quotation of 

Teacher A below: 

.... if I use  group discussion it can be closed to certain people and they become more 

comfortable to share their writing in a small group.... they look more active to give 

comment when it is closed and only for certain people not like on some post that I send 

on timeline....( Teacher A, 8 January 2016 ) 

From that quotation, as the result by being more active in close group discussion on 

Schoology, students exchanged more information, shared more view and opinion about 

pronunciation in which indirectly it could train them to be more open-minded about it. That 
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view is in line with Kelly and Stafford (1993) who argued that the small group discussion 

could create a more personal situation which provided opportunities for interaction between 

Teacher and students and among students, and that interaction could foster active learning at 

a high conceptual level. 

Another activity on Schoology that may make students more open-minded is video 

analysis and individual reflection assignment. For example, Teacher B stated that,  

Students become more open-minded because like in one assignment they have to do 

video analysis of their pronunciation and they need to do research their friends  

pronunciation video.. also in individual reflection they should explore what elements of 

pronunciation they learn and which one that they had to improve.                                          

( Teacher B, 22 January 2016 ) 

In video analysis and individual reflection assignment, students were asked to analyze 

their friends’ pronunciation and find many different English accents on the internet. They 

were also asked to record their pronunciation and have any creativity in making their 

recording which was uploaded on Schoology. When students did those online activities, 

students might find many different new perspectives and view about pronunciation in which 

it could make them more open-minded in learning it.  

Those activities could make students more creative and open-minded like what is 

mentioned by Raviv (2004) who assumed that online activities designed using technology 

could train students to find and solve problems, creating their new thinking concept, and also 

become more creative and open-minded (p. 1). From that perception, it could be said that as a 

technology, Schoology could also be a good teacher tool to create and design online 

pronunciation learning activities that make students more open-minded. 

Teachers’ negative perception on Schoology. 
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However, during the interview, one of the participants expressed some thoughts about  

the weakness of Schoology for Pronunciation learning process. That view came up from 

Teacher C who described : 

For students who are not familiar with technology, for downloading, uploading file on 

Schoology, they will be stress, they will get not uploading on time, they will not 

downloading for many reason like internet connection. ( Teacher C, 25 January 2016 ). 

From the quotation above, it indicates that Teacher C thought that students’ anxiety for 

using Schoology in pronunciation learning appears because they were not familiar with 

technology. As the result, they did not submit their assignment on time or they did not 

download pronunciation materials given by their teachers.  

Teacher C also mentioned that Schoology could make students felt anxiety in 

pronunciation learning because of the internet connection which was unstable. This was 

observed during the interview with Teacher C,  

The use of technology here really requires internet stable ....internet connection is not 

stable and they can’t do the test while time is still running , they are running out the 

time , so they miss the test. ( Teacher C, 8 January 2016 ). 

The unstable internet connection could make them miss their pronunciation online test 

or they could not do it optimally because they were running out of time. It happened when 

students were doing their pronunciation online test and the timer for finishing the test was 

still running whereas they still could not access it well because their internet connection was 

unstable. Internet connection could be one of difficulties in using technology for learning and 

teaching process as what Tallerico (2013) said, “While they are working to find technologies 

to support student learning, students faced certain difficulties, namely Internet connectivity, 

time to learn, ease of use, and support” (p. 15). 
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However, being unfamiliar with technology and unstable internet connection could not 

be the reason why Schoology could make students anxious, because if  students are not 

familiar with technology, they will feel anxious not only to use Schoology but also for using 

other technologies. It is also same with internet connection problem. If they have unstable 

internet connection, they will not be able to use any technology well not only when they use 

Schoology. Therefore, in order to reduce students’ anxiety for using Schoology in 

Pronunciation learning, teacher may be able to tell the students first about how to use it and 

makesure that they have a stable internet connection to use Schoology as their teaching tool. 

Discussion 

From the study, it can be learned that the teachers mostly have positive perceptions of 

the use of Schoology in their pronunciation classes. The use of Schoology in Pronunciation 

class could give many benefits for students’ pronunciation learning, although there were also 

some problems come up of using it. In one side, Schoology could help teachers to conduct 

pronunciation learning and improve students’ pronunciation comprehension by helping them 

in classroom management, especially for sharing materials and posting announcements. 

Schoology also helped them in students assessment for administrating their assignment and 

monitoring their preparation. In addition to those two benefits of using Schoology for 

pronunciation learning, Schoology could also indirectly motivate students to learn 

pronunciation, and as the result it improved their pronunciation performance. Schoology 

could also lessen students’ anxiety for creating comfortable learning environment and train 

students to be more open-minded through online activities designed using Schoology.  

Meanwhile, in the other side, the teachers also thought that Schoology could interrupt 

pronunciation learning process by making students anxious when they did online quizzes if 

they did not have stable internet connection. They would also find it as a stressful thing to 

upload or download file on Schoology if they were not familiar with technology. However, 
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being unfamiliar with technology and internet connection problem could not be the reason 

why Schoology can make students anxious, because they are technology problems in general 

and cannot be specified only for Schoology. 

 Concerning to this, the study suggests that first, teacher should learn how to balance 

the blend of online and classroom learning for pronunciation class in order to reach 

pronunciation learning goal. They should also realize that in Pronunciation class, Schoology 

is just an additional tool to learn pronunciation in which the way we use it depend on us not 

the technology. Second, teachers could still fulfill the lack of learning Pronunciation using 

Schoology by maximizing pronunciation teaching and learning in the classroom and vice 

versa based on students’ need. As stated by Powell et al. (2015) that in blended learning 

students learn online part of the time, yet have the benefit of face-to-face instruction and 

supervision to maximize their learning and to best fit their own needs (p. 5). Therefore, the 

purpose of using Schoology as teaching tool is to maximize pronunciation learning and reach 

its learning goal besides having face-to-face meeting in classroom. 

Conclusion 

Lately, using Schoology as teaching tool is a common strategy that teachers use to 

engage language learning goal. Therefore, this research has been conducted to investigate 

teachers’ perception towards the use of Schology in the Pronunciation class. In order to get 

the data for the findings and discussion, the researcher used semi – structured interview. 

From the interview, the researchers found that there were some strengths and weaknesses that 

teacher could gain of using Schoology for pronunciation class. 

According to the result data in findings and discussion part, it could be seen clearly that 

the use of Schoolgy as a technology could improve and support students’ pronunciation 

learning. Teachers believed that Schoology helped them in classroom management, assessing 
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students’ pronunciation, motivating students to learn pronunciation, reducing students’ 

anxiety and making students more open-minded in pronunciation learning. Besides those 

benefits that teachers and students could get by using Schoology for pronunciation learning, 

the weaknesses of using Schoology to support pronunciation teaching learning process could 

not be ignored too. It is because the use of Schoology could also interrupt pronunciation 

teaching learning process by creating another problem such as students’ anxiety in learning 

pronunciation. Therefore, teachers should be able to fulfill teachers’ and students’ need in 

learning pronunciation by balancing blended learning in pronuciation class. 

Two limitations of this research are that it was conducted over a short period of time 

with a small number of teachers-participants. Moreover, this study only discussed teachers’ 

perception in which students may have different perception. Hence, as the suggestion for 

further research, researcher would recommend that this study be replicated and conducted 

using observation research in longitudinal method. If a larger group of teachers have 

participated in this study, different results or more salient outcomes might have been found. 

Also, another future research could also look at students’ perception on this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First, I would like to thank to my Almighty God, Jesus Christ for His grace and 

blessing to my family and me. I wish to sincerely appreciate all people who helped me to 

finish this study. I am highly intebted to, Mr. Toar Sumakul, M.A for his guidance as the 

supervisior of my study and his corrections of my mistakes during the making process of this 

thesis. 

 I am very grateful Mrs. Neny Isharyanti, M.A for her guidance as the second reader 

(examiner) during the finishing process of this thesis. I am also greatly indebted to my 

parents, Andris Wityarto and Kristini who have given many supports to finish my study. I 

would also like to thank to my family, Dhian Ikha Ningrum, Tawang Krisyawan, Agus 

Triyono, Syellena Syalom Dyagus who always supports me during the process of my study 

until I can finish it. I also thank to my beloved boyfriend, Beny Wrista Bayu Putra who has 

supported and strengthened me to finish this study.  

Lastly, I would like to show my deepest gratitude to all my friends and Lectures in 

FBS UKSW for their support and motivation as my second family in Salatiga.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



24 
 

References 

Anderson, M. A. (2000) It’s in the research. In Heafner, T. (2004) Using technology to 

motivate students to learn social studies. Contemporary Issues in Technology and 

Teacher Education, 4(1), 42-53. 

Apriyana, K. F., Wirya, N., &Parmiti, P. D. (2015). Pengembangan portal E-learning berbasis 

Schoology pada mata pelajaran IPS kelas VIII di SMPN 1 Banjarangkan. E-Journal 

Edutech Universitas Pendidikan Ganesha , 3 (1). 

Banu, T. B. (2011). Students' perception on teacher indirect written feedback in guided 

writing course . Unpublished master's thesis, Satya Wacana Christian University, 

Salatiga.  

Biswas, S. (2013). Schoology-supported classroom management: A curriculum review. 

Northwest Journal of Teacher Education , 11 (2), 187-188. 

 

Can, T. (2009). Learning and teaching languages online a constructivist approach. Novitas-

Royal, 3 (1), 60. 

Chorpita, B. F., & Barlow, D. (1998). The development of anxiety: the role of control in the 

early environment. Psychological Bulletin , 124 (1), 3-21. 

Cotton, K. (1988). Monitoring student learning in the classroom. United States, US :  the 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI)  

Cummins, J., Brown, K., & Sayers, D. (2007). Literacy, technology, and diversity: Teaching 

for success in changing times. Boston: Allyn & Bacon/Pearson. 

Duhaney, D. C. (2000). Technology and the educational process : Transforming classroom 

activities. Int'l J of Instructional Media, 27 (1), 68. 

Egbert, J. (2009) Supporting learning with technology. In Biswas, S. (2013) Schoology-

supported classroom management: A curriculum review. Northwest Journal of Teacher 

Education , 11 (2), 187-188. 

 

Elliot, J. (2005) Using narrative in social research: Qualitative and quantitative approaches. 

In Zacharias, N. T. (2012) Qualitative research method for second language education. 

Newcastle: Cambrigde Scholars Publishing. 



25 
 

Erguvan, D. (2014). Instructors’ perceptions towards the use of an online instructional  tool in 

an academic english setting Kuwait. The Turkish Online Journal of Educational 

Technology , 13 (1), 118—124. 

Grinager, H. (2006). How education technology leads to improved student achievement. 

Retrieved February 20, 2015, from https:// www.ncsl.org/ portals/1/ documents/ educ/ 

item013161.pdf 

Haran, U., Ritov, I., & Mellers, B. (2013). The role of actively open-minded thinking in 

information acquisition, accuracy, and calibration. Judgment and Decision Making , 8 

(3), 188-201. 

Hassin, R. R. (2008). Being open minded without knowing why: evidence from nonconscious 

goal pursuit. Social Cognition , 26 (5), 578–592. 

Huang, P., & Hwang, Y. (2013).An exploration of EFL learners’ anxiety and e-learning 

environment. Journal of Language Teaching and Research,, 4 (1), 32. 

Hong, K-S., Ridzuan, A. A., & Kuek.M-K. (2003). Students' attitudes toward the use of the 

internet for learning: A study at a university in Malaysia. Educational Technology & 

Society. 6 (2), 45-49 

Hrastinski, S. (2008).Asynchronous and synchronous E-learning. EDUCAUSE Quarterly, 

31(4). 

Kelly, M. & Stafford, K. (1993) Managing small group discussion (Workshop Series No. 9). 

City Polytechnic of Hong Kong, Professional Development Unit (now City University 

of Hong Kong, Centre for the Enchancement of Learning and Teaching) 

Lynch, B. K. (1996). Language program evaluation: Theory and practice. New York, NY: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Merryfield, M. M. (2012). Four strategies for teaching open-mindedness. Social Studies and 

the Young Learner . 25 (2), 18-22 

Motteram, G. (2013). Innovations in learning technologies for English language teaching. 

London, UK:  British Council.  

Panko, M. (2002). Small group learning in online discussions: Staying in your own backyard 

or peering over the garden fence? Paper presented at the Australian Society Computers 

in ( ASCILITE ).  

http://www.ncsl.org/


26 
 

Raviv, D. (2004). Hands-on activities for innovative problem solving. Retrieved February 19, 

2015, from http://web.stanford.edu/group/ree/archives/archive07/usa/notes/2004-

897_Final.pdf 

Rector, N. A., Bourdeau, D., Kitchen, K., & Massiah, L. J. (2005). Anixety disorder an 

information guide. Canada: CAMH. 

Saqlain, N., & Mahmood, Z. (2013). English Language Instructors’ Perceptions about 

Technology based. The Turkish Online Journal of Educational Technology , 12 (2), 

106. 

Shepherd, E., & Godwin, J. (2004). Assessments through the  learning process. Retrieved 

February 20, 2016, from http://niu.edu/testing /_pdf / assessments _ through _the _ 

learning_process.pdf 

Sowell, H. K. (2013). Classroom management strategies: The impact on student 

Achievement. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of Liberty, Virginia. 

Spiller, D. (2009).Assessment: Feedback to promote student learning. New Zealand: 

Wāhanga Whakapakari Ako 

Stern, J. (2007). Introduction to Online Learning and Teaching. Retrieved February 27, 2016, 

from http://www.wlac.edu/online/documents/otl.pdf 

Susuwele-Banda, W. J. (2005). Classroom assessment in malawi: teachers’ perceptions and 

practices in mathematics. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute and State University, Virginia. 

Tallerico, K. (2013). Meet the promise of content standards: The role of technology for 

Teacher and student learning. Oxford, OH: Learning Forward. 

Tomlinson, B., & Whittaker, C. (2013). Blended learning in English language teaching: 

course design and implementation. London, UK: British Council 

White, B., &Larusson, J. A. (2010). Strategic directives for learning management system 

planning. Retrieved February 20, 2015, from http:/ / net.educause.edu/ ir/ library/ pdf/ 

ERB1019.pdf  

Williams, M. and burden, R. L. (1997) Psychology for Language Teachers. In Al-Ghamdi, A. 

M. (2014). The role of motivation as a single factor in second language  learning. 

ARECLS , 11, 1-14 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/ree/archives/archive07/usa/notes/2004-897_Final.pdf
http://web.stanford.edu/group/ree/archives/archive07/usa/notes/2004-897_Final.pdf
http://niu.edu/testing%20/_pdf%20/


27 
 

 

Wilson, J. T. (2006). Anixety in learning English as a foreign language : Its associations with 

student variables with overall proficiency, and with performance on an oral test. 

Unpublished thesis doctoral, the University of Granada, Granada.  

Woodall, D. (2012). Blended learning strategies: selecting the best instructional method. 

Retrieved February 19, 2015, from http:// www.skillsoft.com/ assets/ white-papers/ 

blended_learning_strategies_wp.pdf 

E Zheng, Y. (2008). Anxiety and second/foreign language learning revisited. Canadian Journal 

for New Scholars in Education , 1 (1), 2. 

 

 

http://www.skillsoft.com/

